Sul Ross State University
Course Syllabus
2021 Spring MATH 1314 CW1 Mrozinski
College Algebra
Instructor: Mr. Richard Mrozinski
Offices: RAS 113
Main Phone: 432.294.5315 (cell, 9-4 daily, best way to reach me quickly via texts and calls)
Email Address: richard.mrozinski@sulross.edu (checked daily)
Office Hours: MTWRF 2:00-2:50; MWR 3:30-4:50; Virtually or face-to-face (RAS 113); Appointments (faceto-face or virtual) can always be made via e-mail or text. For those needed to meet on main campus, we can
do so via appointment. I also have ”Open Door Office Hours”. Feel free to come in anytime you see me in my office.
Class Meeting Time and Place: TR 12:30-1:45 via Blackboard Collaborate Ultra (online)
Course Description: In-depth study and applications of polynomial, rational, radical, and exponential and logarithmic functions and systems of equations using matrices. Additional topics such as sequences, series, probability,
and conics may be included.
Course Prerequisites: Undergraduate level Math 0300 Minimum Grade of C or high enough score on one of
the math placement exams.
Why College Algebra?: (adapted from Hazel Lewis’ 10 Reasons for Studying Algebra)
• Algebra will help your career in terms of better choice and higher earnings.
• Algebra is a powerful tool that allows one to generalize situations using formulas.
• Algebra is critical to studies of biology, chemistry, physics, engineering, computer science, economics, food
science, environmental science, medicine, dentistry, pharmacy, psychology and social sciences
• Algebra will save, or even make, you money, by helping you avoid wrong decisions about investing, savings,
credit cards, loans, and mortgages can cost you tens of thousands of dollars (literally!). Algebra will even
help you save money in choosing utility providers, cell phone contracts, where to shop for groceries, and will
help you finally understand your federal taxes!
• Algebra helps you get the most from limited time and money - important for employers and individuals.
• Algebra is fundamental to understanding statistics, which are used in the workplace extensively to make
wise decisions. Statistical knowledge is also important for today’s average citizen, who is bombarded with
statistics daily in the media and advertising.
• And lastly, but maybe most importantly, by learning algebra one also learns abstract thinking, critical
thinking, and problem-solving skills (not just for math problems but all complex problems). These skills are
enormously helpful in your personal life. Such skills are also highly desired by employers, and can set you
apart from your competition!
One note before we get started learning this important subject. Henry Ford said “Whether you think you can, or
you think you can’t — you’re right.” Let’s be frank here. College algebra is an intimidating subject to most people.
If you are like many of my past students, may already think you can’t learn algebra. If so, we need to change that
thinking. My promise is to walk with you every step of the way. I have been teaching math and helping students
at Sul Ross since 2015. Prior to coming to Sul Ross, I had 20 years of experience applying algebra as an engineer.
Life then brought me to West Texas, and I couldn’t be happier. I LOVE teaching math at Sul Ross, and plan to
help each of you become algebraically competent critical-thinking-problem-solvers by the end of this semester!
Now, let’s go delve in and tackle some algebra!
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Objectives, Outline, and Competencies
Course Objectives:
• The student will be able to solve linear, quadratic, rational and radical equations and inequalities using
various methods.
• The student will be able to graph functions by plotting points and performing transformations on certain
parent functions.
• The student will be able to graph polynomial functions by finding roots using synthetic or long division and
distinguish the end behavior of graphs.
• The student will be able to model growth and decay problems using exponential functions.
• The student will be able to solve systems of equations in two and three variables.
Course Outline:
• Number Systems and Fundamental Concepts of Algebra
• Equations and Inequalities of One Variable
• Linear Equations and Inequalities of Two Variables
• Relations, Functions, and Their Graphs
• Exponential and Logarithmic Functions
• Polynomial Functions (if time)
• Rational Functions and Conic Sections (if time)
• Systems of Equations (if time)
Mathematics Student Learning Objectives: The graduating student should be able to:
• Apply knowledge of basic mathematics principles.
• Identify and provide valid proofs or solutions for theorems or problems.
• Recognize and dispute invalid mathematical statements by using counter-examples.
EC-6 Core Teacher Competencies:
• CO 013 (Mathematics Instruction) The teacher understands how students learn mathematical skills and uses
that knowledge to plan, organize and implement instruction and assess learning.
• CO 014 (Number Concepts and Operation) The teacher understands concepts related to numbers, operations
and algorithms and the properties of numbers.
• CO 015 (Patterns and Algebra) The teacher understands concepts related to patterns, relations, functions
and algebraic reasoning.
• CO 016 (Geometry and Measurement) The teacher understands concepts and principles of geometry and
measurement.
• CO 017 (Probability and Statistics) The teacher understand concepts related to probability and statistics
and their applications.
• CO 018 (Mathematical Processes) The teacher understands mathematical processes and knows how to reason
mathematically, solve mathematical problems and make mathematical connections within and outside of
mathematics.
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Course Materials
1. REQUIRED: Hawkes Online Software Access Code (online learning system plus an e-book of Item #2)
2. OPTIONAL: College Algebra, A Concise Approach by P. Sisson (Math 1314 physical course textbook)
3. OPTIONAL: College Algebra Guided Notebook by C. Schroeder (Accompanying help for this specific course)
4. REQUIRED: Scientific or graphing calculator
5. OPTIONAL: Graph paper
NOTES:
• Regarding Item 1: Item #1 is sold as a bundle at the SR Bookstore, under your Math 0314 Section. The
bundle is an envelope that includes an access code for the online software (http://www.hawkeslearning.com/)
that we’ll be using in the course, AND electronic e-book access (via the Hawkes’ website) to the course text.
– Repeating Students: If you already bought Hawkes College Algebra access in a prior semester, you DO
NOT have to buy it again (you have lifetime Hawkes access to the course and the e-book).
– All Students: You must have purchased online software access (a Hawkes license) by class time no later
than the 3rd class day. If you have not purchased your Hawkes access by the end of the
second week of class, you will be dropped from this class with an “F.”
– For help with Hawkes access, see your Math 0314 instructor or contact Hawkes Technical Support: M-F,
7:00 AM to 9:00 PM (Central Time), 843-571-2825, http://support.hawkeslearning.com/supportcenter/
• Regarding Item 2: The SR Bookstore has hardcopies of the text that can be bought in combination with
Item #1 (a bigger bundle) OR separately from Item #1 without the access code (ISBN 978-1-935782-02-5).
• Regarding Item 3: This optional “Guided Notebook” is available for purchase at the Sul Ross bookstore
(ISBN 978-1-941552-34-6). It is designed to help walk you through the material of the course. I generally
recommend it only if you could use help staying organized.
√
• Regarding Item 4: A scientific calculator is one that has buttons with denotations such as y, y x , ab ,
log, ln, ex . Scientific calculators have output screens whose height is far shorter than its width. Appropriate
scientific calculators cost around 7-35 dollars each. A graphing calculator has many more features, especially
the ability to display graphs (for example the TI-83, TI-84, TI-89 or TI-92). A graphing calculator will have
a large square output screen that is about as high as it is wide.
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Grading Scale and Determination
For MATH 1314, a final letter grade of D or better is considered passing. Final grades are determined as follows:
Assessment
Exam 1
Exam 2
Exam 3
Exam 4 (Final Exam)
Homework

% of Final Numeric Grade
20%
20%
20%
20%
20%

Final Numeric Grade
90 or higher
80-89.99
70-79.99
60-69.99
0-59.99

Final Letter Grade
A
B
C
D
F

Readings - The course and its material are organized by chapter. Each chapter has a reading assignment that
explains that chapter’s material. The assigned readings are essential; completing 100% of the assigned
readings is expected.
Homework:
• Homework will be completed in Hawkes. It is considered completed when a 80% mastery level is achieved
in the Hawkes certify mode for that lesson. A zero is earned if the mastery level of 80% is never reached in
Hawkes Certify mode.
• If the 80% mastery level is achieved, and the homework is completed on time, a score of 100 is earned.
However, students are highly encouraged to achieve 100% mastery in all lessons, as all lesson material is
potential exam material.
• If the mastery level is achieved, but the homework is 0-1 days late, a score of 75 is earned.
• If the mastery level is achieved, but the homework is 1-2 days late, a score of 50 is earned.
• If the mastery level is achieved, but the homework is 2-3 days late, a score of 25 is earned.
• For 3 or more days late, the earned score will be zero, regardless of mastery level achieved.
• Therefore, the only possible homework scores are 0, 25, 50, 75, and 100.
Exams: Four exams will be given in this course (see schedule).
• Exams are not cumulative in the sense that Exam II does not test the material tested on Exam I, and Exam
III does not test material tested on Exams I and II, etc.; however, concepts from throughout in the course
will always be needed to complete every exam.
• Exams will be completed outside of class, online in Hawkes, using a strict honor code. The following
statement must be e-mailed to your instructor after you submit each exam for you to earn a grade other
than zero:
– “I have neither given nor received any unauthorized aid on this exam.”
• Mastery levels are not utilized for exams in Hawkes.
• Therefore, all scores between 0% and 100% are possible for exams.
• Late exams will not be accepted unless arrangements are made with the instructor before the exam end
time.
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Participation:
• I expect a high level of engagement to enhance everyone’s learning. This includes interacting with the
instructor and other students, asking questions during class, posting in the Blackboard discussion forums,
writing entries in Blackboard journals, attending office hours (in-person and/or online), completing outside
of class assignments and readings, and being prepared to participate in class discussions.
• Online Participation: Any time you attend class online (via Blackboard Collaborate Ultra), you are
required to be properly dressed, avoid video distractions, and keep your microphone muted except to ask
questions or request clarification. Anyone causing distractions may be muted, have their video
shut off, and/or removed from the session without warning, at the instructor’s discretion..
Due Dates/Times/Extensions - All graded work, including exams, are expected to be on-time (11:59 pm
central time on due date). No due dates for ANY graded work, including exams, will be extended
without PRIOR e-mail arrangements initiated by the student, and only for valid reasons.
Academic Integrity: Academic dishonesty hurts everyone and reduces the value of college degrees. Doing
someone else’s work, presenting the ideas and work of others as your own, submitting the same paper for multiple
classes, and/or failing to cite your sources when you utilize the ideas of others, are all examples of academic
dishonesty. It is your responsibility to read and understand the university’s policy on academic dishonesty in the
SRSU Student Handbook, as all violations will be taken seriously and handled through the appropriate university
process. The Student Handbook can be found at: https://www.sulross.edu/page/2454/student-handbook (page
80). In addition, please note that plagiarism detection software will be used in this class for written assignments,
as well as monitoring software for any online exams. Any student shown to violate academic integrity
will receive no credit (0) for work done and/or may be penalized in accordance with published
University Rules.
Communication: You are required to check your Sul Ross e-mail and Blackboard announcements several
times per week. I do not use the personal or preferred e-mail addresses that you may have on record with the
university.
Attendance Policy:
• Students are expected to make every effort to attend class live (as it happens) either online OR in person
(when available and if comfortable doing so). All lectures will be recorded and posted in Blackboard. If live
class must be missed, the student is expected to watch the recorded lecture as soon as practical.
• Roll WILL be taken every lecture for the face-to-face students, attendance will be automatically recorded
for those joining live lecture online, and viewing of recorded lectures will also be automatically recorded by
Blackboard.
• It is policy of this class to drop a student with a grade of “F” if 9 hours or more of class are
missed. For this course that would be 8 or more class sessions missed. Any time class is missed, for any
reason, it will be recorded as an absence, unless an absence can be shown to be due to a college-related event.
• Students are expected to arrive to class on time. If a student is perpetually late, they will be asked to not
attend class unless they can arrive on time. If tardiness becomes a problem for the class as a whole, people
who arrive late will not be permitted to enter the class. If this stricter policy becomes necessary, there will
be an announcement made in class.
Electronics in the Classroom: The use of personal laptops, cell phones, iPads, headphones, and other electronic
devices can create distractions for learning, both for yourself and others. As such, none of these are not allowed
in class. Be aware that cell phones can not be used as calculators on any assignment or exam. Any phone ringing
during class will be taken up until the end of class. If a phone rings during a test or quiz, the student will forfeit
their right to finish that test or quiz.
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General Expectations
Algebra can be a very intimidating subject. However, you cannot do well in college without knowing algebra. To
maximize learning in this course, we should have some expectations of each other.
I expect from you:
• ASK whenever something is unclear. Preferably in class, as it is likely that others have the same question.
THIS IS YOUR MOST IMPORTANT JOB!
• ATTEND lecture; be on time as a courtesy to others.
• PARTICIPATE in class.
• READ the required sections from the text. If you come to me with a question and it is clear that you haven’t
read the book or the lecture notes, I will direct you to the reading first.
• DO all assignments, do them in a timely manner, and ensure I can read them! Parts of assignments that
I can’t read will not be graded. If you are late with assignments, it prevents me from returning others’
assignments until I have yours in-hand.
• BE HONEST in all of your work.
What you can expect from me:
• GIVE 100% effort in teaching you the best I can.
• Make myself AVAILABLE to help outside of class.
• ANSWER all of your questions to the best of my knowledge, and if I don’t know the answer I will find out.
• Be FAIR in all grading.
• Provide you with timely, constructive FEEDBACK regarding your work.
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Resources and Assistance
SRSU Library Services: The Sul Ross Library offers FREE resources and services to the entire SRSU community. Access and borrow books, articles, and more by visiting the library’s website, library.sulross.edu. Appointments to access the building are required (see https://sulross.libguides.com/covid19/building). The library also
offers curbside delivery of physical resources (see https://sulross.libguides.com/covid19/curbside). Off-campus
access requires your LoboID and password. Check out materials using your photo ID. Librarians are a tremendous resource for your coursework and can be reached in person, by email (srsulibrary@sulross.edu), or phone
(432-837-8123).
Tutoring: Since the library can be visited by appointment only, there will be no drop-in tutoring, nor can face-toface tutoring be done safely during COVID-19. So, all tutoring will be online. Tutoring will be available starting
on January 25. There are two types of tutoring available: group, and one-on-one. Details:
• Online group tutoring for MATH 1314/0314 will occur every TBD from TBD.
• One-on-one tutoring hours and areas of tutoring will be announced once the tutors’ schedules have been set.
It may also be possible to arrange appointments at other times.
Contact Anita Banegas (432-837-8992, email: abanegas@sulross.edu) or Mabel Garcia (432-837-8629,
email: mag15bf@sulross.edu) to get an e-mail invitation for either group or individual tutoring, or to request
an appointment.
Blackboard’s Support Desk: SR has moved its Blackboard site to the Texas State University System’s (TSUS)
Blackboard Environment. Sul Ross’ Blackboard login page will take you straight into the new TSUS Blackboard
environment from the Sul Ross website. It may look slightly different to you, and may want to tweak some of your
settings that you had previously. If you have any technical issues with the new system or Blackboard itself, e.g. if
you are having issues submitting a document, getting videos to play, or you are dealing with a technical error in the
course, then the Blackboard Support Desk is ready to help you. The support desk is open 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week. You can reach the support desk by calling 888-837-6055, emailing blackboardsupport@sulross.edu,
using resources from the Technology Support tab within Blackboard, or clicking the Support Desk graphic on
the course homepage. As always, academic questions about course assignments, due dates, and general course
questions should be directed to your instructor.
Americans With Disabilities Act: Sul Ross State University is committed to equal access in compliance
with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1973. Students with qualifying disabilities who seek accommodations
must initiate a request for a meeting for accessibility services. Students seeking accessibility services must contact
Rebecca Greathouse Wren, M.Ed., LPC-S, Counseling & Accessibility Services, Telephone: 432-837-8203, or email: rebecca.wren@sulross.edu. For more information see: https://www.sulross.edu/page/1384/accessibilityservices
Distance Education:
• Students enrolled in distance education courses have equal access to the university’s academic support
services, such as Smarthinking, library resources, such as online databases, and instructional technology
support. For more information about accessing these resources, visit the SRSU website.
• Students should correspond using Sul Ross e-mail accounts and submit online assignments through Hawkes,
which requires secure login information to verify students’ identities and to protect students’ information.
• The procedures for filing a student complaint are included in the student handbook. Students enrolled in
distance education courses at Sul Ross are expected to adhere to all policies pertaining to academic honesty
and appropriate student conduct, as described in the student handbook.
• Students in web-based courses must maintain appropriate equipment and software, according to the needs
and requirements of the course, as outlined on the SRSU website.
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Co-Requisite Model Information
I will introduce each College Algebra concept and work through some examples in the MATH 1314 lectures.
Your MATH 0314 class is designed to provide you with support for your MATH 1314 class. Your MATH 0314
instructor will help ensure that you have the math skills needed to master each MATH 1314 concept. You WILL
ultimately need to attend both classes to be successful.
Drop Requests: Any student can ask the MATH 1314 instructor to drop MATH 1314 BEFORE Thursday
April 01, 2021 (the last day for students to drop a class with a “W”). Upon request, your Math 1314 instructor
will determine, in consultation with your Math 0314 instructor, if you have made a good faith effort to pass MATH
1314. If over the course of the semester you attend both classes, complete your homework assignments, quizzes,
and exams for both classes, but it does not look like you will be able to pass MATH 1314, then your MATH 1314
instructor has the option to allow you to drop MATH 1314 with a “W.”
If your MATH 1314 instructor determines that you are eligible to drop MATH 1314 with a “W,” then your MATH
1314 instructor will give you a signed form that you will take to Lobo Den so that you can be dropped from MATH
1314. Only Lobo Den can drop you from your MATH 1314 course and only if you have the form signed by your
MATH 1314 instructor.
You will then spend the rest of the semester attempting to complete MATH 0314 successfully. You will not be
allowed to drop your MATH 0314 course.
NOTE: Before dropping any class, be sure to check the impact of a withdrawal on your full-time status, financial
aid status, scholarship status, and NCAA eligibility.
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Tentative Course Schedule (Subject to Change)
Tuesday
1/12
1/19
1/26
2/02
2/09
2/16
2/23
3/02
3/09
3/16
3/23
3/30
4/06
4/13
4/20
4/27

Topic(s)
Course Intro
1.1
1.2
Overview of Exams and Reviews, 1.4
1.4, 1.5
1.5
2.1
2.2, 2.3
SPRING BREAK
2.5
3.1
3.3, 4.1
4.5
7.1, 7.2
7.3
7.5

Thursday
1/14
1/21
1/28
2/04
2/11
2/18
2/25
3/04
3/11
3/18
3/25
4/01
4/08
4/15
4/22
4/29

Topic(s)
Intro, Blackboard Tour, 1.1
1.1, 1.2
1.3
1.4
1.5
1.6
2.2
2.3, 2.5
SPRING BREAK
2.6, 3.1
3.2, 3.3
4.1, 4.2
4.6
7.2
7.4
Dead Day

NOTE: Final Exam for Math 1314 CW1 will be held online on Wednesday, May 05.
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COVID-19 Safety Pledge - One University/One Community
As a partner in each campus community the faculty, staff, and students agree to the following statements in
relation to the COVID-19 virus:
• I will wear a face covering, wash my hands, and disinfect my workspaces to protect others from the potential
spread of this virus.
• I promise to follow social distancing guidelines as a way to mitigate the risk of transmission to others both
professionally and personally.
• I will monitor my health and report any potential COVID-19 illness and agree to follow the guidelines set
forth in the Sul Ross State University Return to Campus Plan or as described by Sul Ross State University
to protect the public health.
• I understand that my actions may impact the larger community and could affect my academic progress or
professional attainment at Sul Ross State University.
Additionally:
• Between classes, incoming and outgoing faculty members and students are expected to sanitize their desks,
chairs or other areas they have occupied. Cleaning by both outgoing and incoming individuals minimize the
risk of any contagion.
• Students and faculty entering buildings will be asked to respect the flow of foot traffic and to enter and exit
buildings and classrooms through designated areas.
• Only two people may ride an elevator at one time. Students are encouraged to take the stairs when possible.
• Students and faculty are REQUIRED TO WEAR FACE MASKS while in enclosed spaces for classes
and lab.
Furthermore, University employees and students are expected to help monitor COVID-19 as a way to prevent the
spread of the virus and protect each other. To accomplish the required data collection, the University asks its
community members to take three actions:
1. Keep keep track of their health and track any potential symptoms;
2. Test for the virus when you have potential symptoms or have been in contact with someone who has symptoms; and
3. Trace your steps and keep accurate track of your interactions with others so that contact tracing can, if
necessary, be done quickly and efficiently.
If you have been exposed to COVID-19 or think you might have been exposed, then you must quarantine for 14
days before you return to class.
If a student attends class without a face mask, the instructor will ask the student to wear one, and if
necessary, leave to get one, advising the student where some disposable masks might be available in the building.
If the student refuses to wear a mask, they will be required to leave the lecture and join online. If an unmasked
student refuses to leave, the instructor will call UDPS to have the student removed and/or cancel the class to
be resumed later online or recorded without students. The violating student will be reported to the appropriate
department chair(s) and the Office of Student Life for potential disciplinary action, as described below.
Failing to meet these expectations may be subject to corrective action under University disciplinary
policies.
Changes or recommendations to the guidelines based on evolving guidance from federal, state, or local agencies
will be communicated to the university community.
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