EDUA/EDSR 4320
Diverse Populations

FALL 2026
Karin Leiva Otzoy, M.Ed. Virtual Office hours via Blackboard
Instructor, Program Coordinator Tuesday 4pm-8pm; Thursday 4pm-8pm
Phone: 469-406-3129 Saturday by appointment

Office: Remote

Course Description:

The course explores the complexities of equity in the classroom related to children with
exceptional needs, ranging from Special Education to Gifted and Talented. A survey of
educational demographics, elements of culture, and understanding the strengths and barriers
to cultural understanding in creating inclusive classrooms. The course will also provide a
foundation for strengthening understanding and skills needed to teach in a multicultural
classroom.

Textbooks

Required Texts:

Cushner, K., McClelland, A., and Safford, P. (2024). Human diversity in education: An
intercultural Approach. McGraw Hill LLC. 10th edition

Course Learning Objectives

CLO 1: Analyze the sociocultural and economic factors that influence equitable access to
education for children with exceptional needs.

CLO 2: Identify and evaluate best practices for teaching students with exceptionalities,
including those in Special Education and Gifted and Talented programs.

CLO 3: Design inclusive lesson plans that incorporate differentiated instruction and
evidence-based strategies to support diverse learners.

CLO 4: Demonstrate understanding of inclusive classroom management principles that
support the learning and well-being of all students.




Student Learning Outcomes

SLO 1- Students will design and deliver comprehensive lesson plans that align with learning
standards, incorporate differentiated instruction, and demonstrate effective teaching strategies,
as measured by a rubric-based evaluation of submitted lesson plans and observed teaching
demonstrations.

SLO 2- Students will be able to identify, explain, and apply a variety of evidence-based
instructional strategies to support diverse learners, as demonstrated through lesson plan
development, peer teaching, and reflective analysis.

SLO 3- Students will demonstrate the ability to design, implement, and analyze a variety of
formative and summative assessments aligned with learning objectives, using data to inform
instructional decisions and support diverse learners.

SLO 4- Students will demonstrate knowledge of effective classroom management principles by
designing a comprehensive classroom management plan.

Program Marketable Skills that this course addresses:

1. Students have the ability to understand human growth and development.

2. Students have the ability to recognize the influence of diverse social-cultural factors.
3. Students have the skills to utilize multiple methods and strategies to achieve a goal.

4. Students have the skills to effectively use technology

General Course Policies

LMS: This is a hybrid course, meaning there is live instruction and asynchronous work. ALL
students will attend class via Blackboard Collaborate for live instruction on Mondays at 6:00 PM
CST. You will find all course information and assignments in Blackboard. The course contains
module readings, videos, discussions, quizzes, and written assignments. Instruction will be
delivered through lecture notes, Blackboard collaboration, and individual/group discussions. Our
week will start on Monday, and finish on Sunday. You may work ahead.

Login Frequency: Students must actively check the course Blackboard site and their SRSU
email for communications from the instructor, class discussions, and/or access to course
materials at least 3 times per week.

Participation: Students are expected to actively engage in all course activities throughout the
length of the course which includes viewing all course materials, completing course activities,
completing assignments, and participating in course discussions.

Technical Competence: Students are expected to demonstrate competence in the use of all
course technology. Students who are struggling with technical components of the course are
expected to seek assistance from the instructor and/or College or University technical services.




Technical Issues: Students should anticipate some technical difficulties during the semester
and should, therefore, budget their time accordingly. Late work will not be accepted based on
individual technical issues.

Workload: Please be aware that this course is not self-paced. Students are expected to meet
specific deadlines and due dates listed in the Class Schedule section of this syllabus. It is the
student’s responsibility to keep track of the weekly course schedule of topics, readings, activities
and assignments due.

Instructor Support: Students may schedule a one-on-one meeting to discuss course
requirements, content or other course-related issues. Those unable to come to campus can
meet with the instructor via telephone or web conference. Students should email the instructor
to schedule a one-on-one session, including their preferred meeting method and suggested
dates/times.

Writing Expectations: A large component of an educator’s workload is professional writing and
synthesis of information. Therefore, a large part of the preparation and participation with this
course will involve writing. Students will use APA format when writing. Writing should be free
from jargon, grammar errors and written mechanics errors. References should be properly
cited.

Netiquette: The course environment is a collaborative space. Innocent remarks typed in the
online environment can be misconstrued. Students must always re-read their responses
carefully before posting them, so as others do not consider them as personal offenses. Be
positive in your approach with others and diplomatic in selecting your words. Remember that
you are not competing with classmates, but sharing information and learning from others. All
faculty are similarly expected to be respectful in all communications.

Accommodations: Online learners who require effective accommodations to insure
accessibility must be registered with SRSU Disability Services.

Grading Policy: All assignments should be submitted via Blackboard by midnight on the due
date. Late work will not be accepted unless arrangements with the instructor have been
approved before the original due date. Approval will only be granted under extremely unusual
circumstances (e.g. major medical event, bereavement).

Late Assignment Policy (Life Happens Policy): Course assignments, including discussion
boards, exams, and other graded assignments, should be submitted on time. If you are unable
to complete an assignment on time, a ONE TIME, one week extension is granted with the
exception of the final assignments due at end of course. It is expected that late assignments
will be turned in at the next module or week for the next grading cycle. For example,
assignments that were missed in week three will be turned in at the due date of week four.
Students are not required to contact the professor or provide an excuse. Should students fail to
turn in assignment at the next grading cycle a failed grade will be submitted. It is the students
responsibility to complete assignments at due date. The policy is implemented upon first late
submission and additional extensions will not be granted.




Changes to Syllabus: This syllabus is intended to give the student guidance in what may be
covered during the semester and will be followed as closely as possible. However, the professor
reserves the right to modify, supplement and make changes as the course needs arise.

Copyright: Many of the materials and readings for this class have copyright protections. They
are for your sole educational use and should not be shared, copied or distributed without
permission of the instructor or the copyright holder.

University Policies

Attendance policy: Students are expected to attend all scheduled classes. Students in web
classes are expected to login several times each week to the Blackboard course site on the
Internet site.

Distance Education Statement: Students enrolled in distance education courses have equal
access to the university’s academic support services, such as Smarthinking, library resources,
such as online databases, and instructional technology support. For more information about
accessing these resources, visit the SRSU website. Students should correspond using SRSU
email accounts and submit online assignments through Blackboard, which requires secure login
information to verify students’ identities and to protect students’ information. The procedures for
filing a student complaint are included in the student handbook. Students enrolled in distance
education courses at SRSU are expected to adhere to all policies pertaining to academic
honesty and appropriate student conduct, as described in the student handbook. Students in
web-based courses must maintain appropriate equipment and software, according to the needs
and requirements of the course, as outlined on the SRSU website.

ADA Accommodations: The University is committed to equal access compliance with the
American with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.
The Disability Services Coordinator in Counseling and Student Support Services has the
responsibility to ensure students with disabilities the opportunities for full participation in
programs, services and activities. Students seeking disability services need to contact the
Disability Services Coordinator (432-837-8203).

Academic Integrity: Students in this class are expected to demonstrate scholarly behavior and
academic honesty in the use of intellectual property. Examples of academic dishonesty include
but are not limited to turning in work as original that was used in whole or part for another
course or professor, turning in another person’s work as one’s own, copying from professional
works or internet sites without citation. For examples on citing works, please refer to
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/02/

Syllabus Change Policy
The syllabus is only a guide for the course and can change with advance notice.

Technical Requirements

To participate in this course, students will need to satisfy the following technical requirements:
High-speed Internet access with standard up-to-date browsers. To get a list of Blackboard’s
supported browsers see:



https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/02/

https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Student/Getting Started/Browser Support#supportedbrowse
rs

To get a list of supported operation systems on different devices see:
https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Student/Getting Started/Browser Support#testeddevices-
and-operating-systems

Students must maintain consistent and reliable access to their Sul Ross University email and
Blackboard, as these are the official methods of communication for this course.

Students may be asked to create logins and passwords on supplemental websites and/or to
download trial software to their computer or tablet as part of course requirements. The following
software plug-ins for PCs and Macs, respectively, are available for free download:

Adobe Acrobat Reader: https://get.adobe.com/reader/

Windows Media Player: https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/help/14209/get-windows-

media-player
Apple Quick Time Player: www.apple.com/quicktime/download/

Specific Course Requirements

Assigned Reading from required text books and journals in Blackboard. All required reading is
of no cost

Assignments are listed in grading section

Grading

A=100-91% B=90-81% C=80-71% D=70-61%

Graduate students must maintain a 3.0 GPA to remain in good standing. Grades of Incomplete
(I) are not given in the Professional Studies Division of Sul Ross State University except in the
most extreme situations

Al Policy: The University does not recommend or endorse any specific Al tools or resources.
Students should be aware that many generative Al tools (e.g., ChatGPT, Google Gemini,
Microsoft Copilot) store user input and may use this data to train future models. For this reason,
students should never upload or share personal, confidential, or identifiable information—such
as names, ID numbers, health data, or assignment submissions containing such details—into
any generative Al platform.

When using Al tools, students should verify whether the tool complies with student privacy
standards as indicated by the University. Faculty may recommend specific tools that better align
with institutional data privacy policies, but ultimate responsibility for data protection rests with
users. Students are encouraged to use faculty-recommended platforms when engaging in
coursework involving generative Al. The University is not liable for any adverse experience or



https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Student/Getting_Started/Browser_Support%23supportedbrowsers
https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Student/Getting_Started/Browser_Support%23supportedbrowsers
https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Student/Getting_Started/Browser_Support%23testeddevices-and-operating-systems
https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Student/Getting_Started/Browser_Support%23testeddevices-and-operating-systems
https://get.adobe.com/reader/
https://get.adobe.com/reader/
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/help/14209/get-windows-media-player
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/help/14209/get-windows-media-player
file:///C:/Users/lisa.sousa/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.apple.com/quicktime/download/
file:///C:/Users/lisa.sousa/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.apple.com/quicktime/download/

impact when students interact with these tools. In this course, every element of class
assignments must be fully prepared by the student. The use of generative Al tools for any part
of your work will be treated as plagiarism. If you have questions, please contact me.

QM

RUBRIC

»ww~~ This Course was self-assessed using the Quality Matters Higher Education Rubric




