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COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course is designed to introduce the student to a universitylevel course in U.S. History. The focus will be on the geographic, social, political, military,
economic, racial, ethnic, and demographic components of the American mosaic, but will also put
the American “story” in context by integrating it with the broader themes of history.
TEXTBOOK (REQUIRED): American Horizons, Volume II. Michael Schaller, et. al. Oxford
Univ. Press, 2013. ISBN: 978-0199389360
STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
1. Understand the post-Civil War “New South.”
2. Describe the impact on the Native Americans in particular and the country at large of the
Indians Wars in the West and the Reservation system.
3. Explain the impact and the importance of the Transcontinental Railroad.
4. Identify the major inventions and innovations which took place in the post-Civil War
period.
5. Evaluate the development and impact of the labor movement in U.S. society.
6. Determine how the nineteenth century saw the end of the America’s long tradition of
isolation from world affairs and the roles that the Spanish-American War, The Mexican
Revolution, Theodore Roosevelt, and World War I played in this movement.
7. Recognize the social and economic climate of the nation following World War One and
the effects of the stock market crash of 1929.
8. Summarize the impact of the New Deal and of World War Two on the nation.
9. Explain the role that the United States played in World War Two and how the world was
divided by the Iron Curtain.
10. Evaluate the role of the US in Cold War, including the Korean war, the Space Race, and the
Vietnam War.
11. Critique the developments of the Civil Rights Movement and their impact on the nation
12. Conclude how the Cold War ended and the quest for a New World Order.

OBJECTIVES TO MEET Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) REQUIREMENTS

By the end of the semester, any student with an 80% attendance record and a passing grade will
have, via class participation, class projects, and class exams, demonstrate the following skills:
01. An understanding of the major historical points of reference in Texas, US and World history.
02. Knowledge of how individuals, events and issues helped change history.
03. Similarities and differences in Native American culture prior to European contact.
04. Causes of and effects from European contact with the New World.
05. How social, political, economic, geographical, scientific and military advances can impact
society, both at large and in the daily life of the individual.
06. How cultures can change and adapt over time.
07. How historical knowledge relates to other disciplines.
08. How to ask historical questions.
09. How to locate, gather, organize, analyze, prioritize, save and communicate historical
research data, not limited only to written matter but also maps, photographs, museum artifacts,
oral histories and other historical primary and secondary sources.
10. Understand the difference between and the relevancy of primary and secondary
research documents and material.
11. Analyze historical data, using methods such as compare and contrast, making
generalizations, drawing inferences, and coming to conclusions.
12. Use historical chronology to place historical events in context.
13. Understand how different frames of reference can lead to different historical
interpretations.
14. Demonstrate an understanding of the major events shaping Texas and US history:
settlement, wars of Independence, the challenges in establishing representative government and
writing state and federal constitutions, westward geographical expansion, slavery and
sectionalism, the US Civil War, Reconstruction, the Industrial Revolution and the Gilded Age,
the Progressive Era and the various accompanying social movements such as temperance and
women’s suffrage, the impact of wars such as the Spanish-American War, World War One,
World War II, and the Cold War on Texan and American societies.
15. Use historical knowledge to understand and evaluate contemporary society.
HOW STUDENTS WILL BE ASSESSED:
1. Weekly discussion boards (14)
2. Responses to classmates (2 per week)
3. Exams (3)
4. Short Answer Assignments (2)
5. Comprehensive Final Exam
AMERICANS with DISABILITIES ACT STATEMENT: In order to receive
accommodations on exams or assignments, proper documentation must first be provided to the
Office of Counseling and Accessibility Services, Contact Mary Schwartze (Office: Ferguson
Hall 112) to set up an accommodations meeting, or call (432) 837-8203. Students must then
present this documentation to the instructor as soon as possible so that accommodations may be
arranged.

DISTANCE EDUCATION NON-PARTICIPATION STATEMENT:
Students enrolled in distance education courses have equal access to the university’s academic
support services, such as Smarthinking, library resources, such as online databases, and
instructional technology support. For more information about accessing these resources, visit the
SRSU website. Students should correspond using Sul Ross email accounts only. Students
submit online assignments through Blackboard, which requires secure login information to
verify students’ identities and to protect student information. The procedures for filing a
student complaint are included in in the student handbook. Students enrolled in distance
education courses at Sul Ross are expected to adhere to all policies pertaining to academic
honesty and appropriate student conduct, as described in the student handbook. Students in
web-based courses must maintain appropriate equipment and software, according to the
needs and requirements of the course, as outlined on the SRSU website.
ATTENDANCE POLICY:
Sul Ross State University allows a maximum of 20% absences in a course before an instructor
may drop a student for excessive absences. In Web courses, the policy is interpreted as not
participating for more than 3 weeks in a long semester or 1 week in a summer session. Any
student dropped for non-participation will receive an “F” in the course from which they are
dropped. Inactivity may include any of the following:
• Not logging on to the course;
• Not submitting assignments;
• Not participating in scheduled activities;
• Not communicating with the instructor by phone or email, and/or
• Not following the instructor’s participation guidelines stated in the syllabus.
CONTACTING THE INSTRUCTOR: If you need to contact me for any reason, please use
the following email address: escown@sulross.edu . This is the preferred method of contact. An
office phone number is provided in the case of an emergency, but a student’s phone message will
normal not be returned, due to the problem of “phone tag”. In an email, please include your
name, the class title and a simple message stating the reason for contact. Your email will
normally be answered within 24 hours; however, questions such as “what did we cover in class”
will normally not be answered.
ACADEMIC HONESTY: All work that you submit must be your own work. Plagiarism will
NOT be tolerated and students that are caught using the words or work of others as their own
will be dropped from the class. Students that are caught cheating on exams will be given a zero
for the exam.
1. Students will complete all assignments and exams promptly. This course is designed with
assignments due each week. I will NOT accept the entire semester’s work during the last week or
during the last day of class. Assignments, discussion boards and exams will become unavailable
once the deadline for completion has passed. In the event that you encounter special
circumstances, such as technological challenges, contact me immediately for instructions or

assistance.
2. All assignments must be word processed and submitted in accordance with due dates on the
course calendar. Assignments not completed on time may reflect a lowered grade of 10%
deduction per day minimum. Late work will not be accepted after 7 calendar days; late work for
discussion board entries will not be accepted at all.
3. Weekly discussion board interactions will allow dialogue among class members and provide
opportunities for among those who may exhibit a different perspective from your own. You are
required to consider these perspectives and respond in an appropriate professional manner.
There will be no tolerance for inappropriate language, name calling or demonstrations of
anger. The university classroom is a place designed for the free exchange of ideas. We must
show respect for one another in all circumstances. We will show respect for one another by
exhibiting civility in our changes. If, for any reason, a student post an inappropriate comment,
the student’s post will be deleted and will receive a zero for the assignment. Students will post
an answer to the question or comment and respond to two (2) other posts. Posting and
responses must be completed at the assigned time to ensure interaction with other students and
not be accepted late.
4. Exams for this course are open note. If you cannot access the PowerPoints, exams or
discussion boards at any point, please email me as soon as possible. If you do not contact me, I
will not be able to help.
SHORT ANSWER ASSIGNMENT: In this course, you will have two short essays assignments
due. Two weeks before the assignment is due, I will give you the question to take home and
work on. This assignment MUST be turned in on Blackboard. No exceptions will be made.
NOTE: The paper must be formatted using Times New Roman, 12-point font, 1-inch margins
and must be double-spaced. DUE February 15th and April 19th!

Grading Scale: Possible Points Earned
Exams: 300 points (100 points each)
Discussion Boards: 1400 points (100 points each)
Short Answer Assignments: 200 points (100 points each)
Comprehensive Final Exam: 100 points
The final grade total is broken down as follows:
A: 1800-2000 points
B: 1600-1799 points
C: 1400-1599 points
D: 1300-1399 points
F: 1299 points or less

Dates
Week 1
1/22-1/27

Assignments/Readings
Introduction to course. Read the syllabus thoroughly. Discussion board (#1) post
and responses (2) due on Saturday, January 26th at 11:59pm.
Read: American Horizons: US History in a Global Context: Reconstructing
America (Chapter 15) and Forging a Transcontinental Nation (Chapter 16)
PowerPoints: The United States After Reconstruction (1)

Week 2
1/28-2/3

Discussion board (#2) post and responses (2) due on Saturday, February 2nd at
11:59pm.
Read: American Horizons: US History in a Global Context: A New Industrial and
Labor Order, 1877-1900 (Chapter 17)
PowerPoints: The Turn of the Century (2)

Week 3
2/4-2/10

Week 4
2/11-2/17

Discussion board (#3) post and responses (2) due on Saturday, February 9th at
11:59pm.
Read: American Horizons: US History in a Global Context: Cities, Immigrants,
Culture, and Politics, 1877-1900 (Chapter 18)
PowerPoints: 20th Century America: The Beginning (3)
Discussion board (#4) post and responses (2) due on Saturday, February 16th at
11:59pm.
Read: American Horizons: US History in a Global Context: The U.S. Expands Its
Reach, 1892-1912 (Chapter 19)
PowerPoints: World War I: The Great War (4)

Short Answer Assignment: Due on Friday, February 15th at 11:59pm
EXAM #1: Due on Saturday, February 16th at 11:59pm

Week 5
2/18-2/24

Discussion board (#5) post and responses (2) due on Saturday, February 23rd at
11:59pm.
Read: American Horizons: US History in a Global Context: An Age of
Progressive Reform, 1890-1920 (Chapter 20)
PowerPoints: The Roaring Twenties (5)

Week 6
2/25-3/3

Discussion board (#6) post and responses (2) due on Saturday, March 2nd at
11:59pm.
Read: American Horizons: US History in a Global Context: America and the
Great War, 1914-1920 (Chapter 21)
PowerPoints: The Dirty Thirties (6)

Week 7
3/4-3/10

Discussion board (#7) post and responses (2) due on Saturday, March 9th at
11:59pm.
Read: American Horizons: US History in a Global Context: A New Era, 19201930 (Chapter 22)
PowerPoints: The World Prepares for War (7)

Week 8
3/11-3/17

Discussion board (#8) post and responses (2) due on Saturday, March 16th at
11:59pm.
Read: American Horizons: US History in a Global Context: A New Deal for
American, 1931-1939 (Chapter 23)
PowerPoints: World War II and the Homefront (8); World War II: 1941-1945 (9)

Exam #2: Due on Saturday, March 16th at 11:59pm

Week 9
3/18-3/24

Week 10
3/25-3/31

Spring Break! No Assignments Due!
Discussion board (#9) post and responses (2) due on Saturday, March 30th at
11:59pm.
Read: American Horizons: US History in a Global Context: Arsenal of
Democracy: The World at War, 1931-1945 (Chapter 24)
PowerPoints: Red Scare Rising (10)

Week 11
4/1-4/7

Discussion board (#10) post and responses (2) due on Saturday, April 6th at
11:59pm.
Read: American Horizons: US History in a Global Context: Prosperity and
Liberty Under the Shadow of the Bomb, 1945-1952 (Chapter 25)
PowerPoints: Changes in American Society (11)

Week 12
4/8-4/14

Week 13
4/15-4/21

Discussion board (#11) post and responses (2) due on Saturday, April 13th at
11:59pm.
Read: American Horizons: US History in a Global Context: The Dynamic 1950s
(Chapter 26)
PowerPoints: America’s Cold War (12)
Discussion board (#12) post and responses (2) due on Saturday, April 20th at
11:59pm.
Read: American Horizons: US History in a Global Context: The Optimism and
Anguish of the 1960s (Chapter 27)
PowerPoints: The Cold War Heats Up (13)

Short Answer Assignment: Due on Friday, April 19th at 11:59pm

Week 14
4/22-4/28

Discussion board (#13) post and responses (2) due on Saturday, April 27th at
11:59pm.
Read: American Horizons: US History in a Global Context: The Vietnam Era,
1961-1975 (Chapter 28)
PowerPoints: The Cold War Comes to an End (14)
Exam #3: Due on Saturday, April 27th at 11:59pm

Week 15
4/29-5/5

Discussion board (#14) post and responses (2) due on Saturday, May 5th at
11:59pm.
Read: American Horizons: US History in a Global Context: Conservatism
Resurgent, 1974-1989 (Chapter 29)
PowerPoints: None

Week 16
5/6-5/12

Discussion board (#15) post and responses (2) due on Saturday, May 11th at
11:59pm.
Read: American Horizons: US History in a Global Context: After the Cold War,
1988-2000 (Chapter 30)
PowerPoints: None

Week 17
5/13-5/17

Comprehensive Final Exam
The Final Exam will open on Wednesday, May 8th at 8:30am and will close on
Wednesday, May 15th at 11:59pm.

* Exams for this course are open note/open book.
* This schedule is tentative and can be changed and modified at my discretion. Students will
have prior notification of any necessary changes in the semester schedule.

