
Dr. Kevin V. Young 

Cell: 801-656-7531 

kevin.young@sulross.edu 

Office hours: By appointment, via Zoom 

Required Texts: The free open book, Permaculture Design, by Andrew Millison at http://
library.open.oregonstate.edu/permaculture/ 

Other Resources:  

• Various additional resources will be made available on Blackboard 

Biology Special Topics – Permaculture 

Student Learning Outcomes:  This course is about designing sustainable human settlements, and preserving and ex-

tending natural systems. The principles of permaculture design are based in understanding patterns of nature and 

working with, rather than against, those patterns.  

 

 

1.   Apply the 12 principles of permaculture design to local properties 

2.   Demonstrate soil rehabilitation through site analysis and composting 

3. Design water catchment and irrigation systems suitable to the local climate 

4. Incorporate trees into multiple functions for long-term site design 

5. Document patterns, interactions, and energy flow within your site analysis and design 

Permaculture is the conscious design and maintenance of agriculturally productive ecosystems which have the diversity, stability, and resilience of natural ecosystems. It is the 
harmonious integration of landscape and people providing their food, energy, shelter and other material and non-material needs in a sustainable way. Without permanent 
agriculture there is no possibility of a stable social order. —Bill Mollison 

GRADING: 

• Attendance and Participation: 5% 

• Quizzes: 15% 

• 3 Exams: 10% each (30% total) 

• 2 Permaculture Designs: 25% each (50% total) 



The greatest change we need to make is from con-
sumption to production, even if on a small scale, in 
our own gardens. If only 10% of us do this, there is 
enough for everyone. Hence the futility of revolu-
tionaries who have no gardens, who depend on the 
very system they attack, and who produce words 
and bullets, not food and shelter.  
― Bill Mollison  

Nature's book always contains the truth; we must 
only learn to read it.  
― Sepp Holzer 

The ultimate goal of farming is not the growing of 
crops, but the cultivation and perfection of human 
beings.  
― Masanobu Fukuoka 

Week Date Topic 

1 
24-Aug Class Intro; Teaching philosophy 

26-Aug Why permaculture? 

2 
31-Aug Permaculture Pioneers and Heroes 

2-Sep Permaculture Pioneers and Heroes 

3 
7-Sep Labor Day, no classes 

9-Sep Large-scale permaculture projects 

4 
14-Sep Permaculture Ethics; Patterns in Nature 

16-Sep Permaculture Design Principles 

5 
21-Sep Scales of Design and Site Analysis 

23-Sep Scales of Design and Site Analysis 

6 
28-Sep Watershed Patterns 

30-Sep Watershed Patterns 

7 
5 Oct Water Design and Sectors 

7 Oct Water Design and Sectors 

8 
12-Oct Solar Aspect; Microclimates  

14-Oct Solar Aspect; Microclimates  

9 
19-Oct Trees; Beginning a Site Design 

21-Oct Trees; Beginning a Site Design 

10 
26-Oct Zones 

28-Oct Zones 

11 
2 Nov Soil 

4-Nov Soil 

12 
9-Nov Climate Considerations 

11-Nov Climate Considerations 

13 
16-Nov Food Production; Energy; Shelter 

18-Nov Food Production; Energy; Shelter 

14 
23-Nov Animal Systems and Food Forests 

25-Nov Thanksgiving holiday, no classes 

15 
30-Nov Presentation of designs 

2-Dec Presentation of designs 

16 
9-Dec Final 

  

SCHEDULE: The schedule shown here is tentative and subject to change.  



You can solve all the world's problems in a 
garden. 
― Geoff Lawton  

You can spend your whole life traveling 
around the world searching for the Garden of 
Eden, or you can create it in your backyard.  
― Khang Kijarro Nguyen  

Though the problems of the world are in-
creasingly complex, the solutions remain em-
barrassingly simple.  
― Bill Mollison  

We need to have a paradigm shift in our con-
sciousness. If we don't get our act together 
and come in commonality and understanding 
with the organisms that sustain us today, not 
only will we destroy those organisms, but we 
will destroy ourselves.  
― Paul Stamets 

 

Permaculture land-use ethics invite us to protect in-
tact ecosystems where they remain and, where eco-
systems have been destroyed, to help restore them. 
Permaculture design also suggests that we take 
care of earth while taking care of people. 
― Juliana Birnbaum Fox  

“A sacred way of life connects us to the people and 
places around us. That means that a sacred econo-
my must be in large part a local economy, in which 
we have multidimensional, personal relationships 
with the land and people who meet our needs, and 
whose needs are met in turn.”  
― Juliana Birnbaum Fox  

Ultimately, the only wealth that can sustain any 
community, economy or nation is derived from the 
photosynthetic process - green plants growing on 
regenerating soil.  
― Allan Savory 



Policy Statements 
 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA): 

Sul Ross State University is committed to equal access in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1973.  It is the stu-
dent’s responsibility to initiate a request for accessibility services.  Students seeking accessibility services must contact Mary 
Schwartze, M. Ed., L.P.C., in Counseling and Accessibility Services, Ferguson Hall, Room 112.  The mailing address is P.O. Box C-
122, Sul Ross State University, Alpine, Texas  79832.  Telephone: 432-837-8691. E-mail:  mschwartze@sulross.edu 

If you are an ESL student, please contact me to make arrangements for use of foreign language dictionaries and translators. 

 

Distance Education Statement:   

Students enrolled in distance education courses have equal access to the university’s academic support services, such as Smarthink-
ing, library resources, online databases, and instructional technology support. For more information about accessing these resources, 
visit the SRSU website. Students should correspond using Sul Ross email accounts and submit online assignments through Black-
board, which requires secure login information to verify students’ identities and to protect students’ information. The procedures for fil-
ing a student complaint are included in the student handbook. Students enrolled in distance education courses at Sul Ross are ex-
pected to adhere to all policies pertaining to academic honesty and appropriate student conduct, as described in the student hand-
book. Students in web-based courses must maintain appropriate equipment and software, according to the needs and requirements of 
the course, as outlined on the SRSU website. 

 

Academic Honesty: 

Simply put: Do your own work and don’t cheat. Value your integrity and don’t do stupid things to try to get more points. 

Cheating will not be tolerated. The University expects all students to engage in all academic pursuits in a manner that is above re-
proach and to maintain complete honesty and integrity in the academic experiences both in and out of the classroom. Your integrity is 
incredibly valuable—do not sell it for a few points! " Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  "Plagiarism" means the appropriation and the 
unacknowledged incorporation of another’s work or idea into one's own work offered for credit.  This includes verbatim written answers 
by colleagues with whom you might discuss laboratories exercises.  Plagiarism also includes copying information from internet re-
sources.  To avoid plagiarism, make sure you always use your own words to construct your written answers.  

Am I missing anything in this syllabus? 

Let me know what I could change to 

make it more useful! 


