
v 
Copyright © 2021 Pearson Education, Inc. 

Introduction to Criminal Justice  

Introduction to CJ   1301 

Department Homeland Security & Criminal Justice  

Sul Ross State University  

Fall 2020 

 

Instructor:  Liza Ware   

Class Days/Time: August 24, 2020 – December 9, 2020 

Class Location: On-line format  

Office Location: MAB  109 

Telephone:  432-837-8166 

Office Hours:   By Appointment cell: 210-727-1321   

 

REQUIRED TEXT 

Schmalleger, Frank. 2021. Criminal Justice Today (15th ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course provides an introduction to the criminal justice system. The primary goal of this 

course is to develop a general understanding of the criminal justice system and its response to 

crime in society today. Students will consider crime in the United States, explore the key 

elements of the criminal justice system (policing, courts, and corrections), and examine a number 

of special issues relevant to criminal justice today. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

Examinations: There will be an examination, including both multiple choice and true/false 

questions, for each chapter. Each examination will be worth 100 points and will contain 25-50 

questions. Examinations will cover materials presented in lectures/outside materials and the 

textbook. 

 

Writing Assignments: Each chapter of Criminal Justice Today includes a number of Questions 

for Review and Questions for Reflection. Questions from each chapter will be provide in 

schedule below. Students will give a detailed written response.  

 

Quizzes: There will be five (5) quizzes. These examinations will cover topics in the field 

of criminal justice as well as the assigned readings.  

 

Assessment Rubric: 

The homework assignments will be graded with an answer key created by the Instructor. 

Students will be provided access to their homework grade via the blackboard grade 

center, along with feedback on the correct responses for the homework assignment. 

 

 



Assessment Rubric: 

The discussion forums will be graded on a rubric. Students will be provided with a rubric 

outlining the expectations for the discussion forums as well as how points are assigned. 

In addition, students will receive feedback on the rubric along with their grade after the 

discussion has been graded by the instructor. 

 

Exams: Midterm and Final exams will be cumulative. Questions will come from prior 

quizzes.   

 

Note to Students: The acceptable formats for assignments submitted for this course are 

.doc, .docx, .pdf, and .rtf. In addition, no assignments will be accepted via email to me. 

 

Grading 
During this course, students will be graded on quizzes, homework assignments, 

discussion Boards and Exams the grading point system and grading scale for this course 

is listed below: 

 

Grading Point System:     

Quizzes      25% 

Assignments      25% 

Midterm exam     25% 

Final exam      25% 

 

Final Grading Scale:  
This grading scale aligns with the university’s grading scale listed below: 

90–100% = A, 80–89% = B, 70–79% = C, 60–69% = D, 59% or below = F 

 

Technology Requirements: 

 

Blackboard is a course management tool that is an integral part of this course. 

You are required to check Blackboard on a regular basis to keep abreast of course 

developments. Several Blackboard features are utilized throughout the course including 

email, course documents, the discussion board, grade center, external links, and 

SafeAssign.  

 

This course requires a significant amount of online activity. In order for students to 

participate and progress in this course the following is required: 

1. Basic computer skills 

a. sending and retrieving emails 

b. the ability to open files and attaching files for course assignments 

c. locating websites and other resources on the internet 

2. Internet connectivity 

a. regular access to the internet 

b. alternative locations for internet access (i.e., on-campus library, friend’s house) 

 



Any additional reading materials, resources and other information will be posted in 

blackboard under the heading “Resources.” Students will be notified on how to 

access this information by the instructor via email as well as by blackboard 

announcement. 

 

Distance Education Statement: Students enrolled in distance education courses have 

equal access to the university’s academic support services, library resources, and 

instructional technology support. For more information about accessing these resources, 

visit the SRSU website. Students should submit online assignments through Blackboard 

or SRSU email, which require secure login information to verify students’ identities and 

to protect students’ information. The procedures for filing a student complaint are 

included in the student handbook. Students enrolled in distance education courses at Sul 

Ross are expected to adhere to all policies pertaining to academic honesty and 

appropriate student conduct, as described in the student handbook. Students in web-based 

courses must maintain appropriate equipment and software, according to the needs and 

requirements of the course, as outlined on the SRSU website. 

 

Course Schedule 

This course schedule is subject to change as needed to meet the needs of the course. 

Students will be notified of adjustments when they are made. Also, any additional 

reading materials, resources and other information will be posted in blackboard. 

Students will be notified on how to access this information by the instructor. 

 

WEEK TOPIC(S) CHAPTER 

ASSIGNMENT 

1-3 Part I  

Crime in America  

Chapters 1-4 

 

4-6 Part II 

Policing 

 

Chapters 5-8 

 

 

 Midterm EXAM Chapters 1-8 

 

October 16-19 

7-9 Part III 

Adjudication 

 

Chapters 9-11 

 

 

10-13 Part IV 

Corrections  

Chapters 12-14 

14-16 Part V  

Special Issues  

Chapters 15-18 

 Final Exam Chapters 9-18 December 4-8 



Services and Support for Students: 

Any student with a disability requiring accommodations should make arrangements 

with the course instructor to discuss necessary accommodations during the first week of 

class. Failure to notify the course instructor in a timely manner may result in an inability on 

the part of the instructor to provide for adequate accommodations. Students should seek 

assistance from the Disabilities Program.  

Qualified students with disabilities needing academic or other accommodations to 

ensure full participation in the programs, services and activities at Sul Ross State University 

should contact the Disability Services Coordinator, in Counseling and Prevention Services, 

Ferguson Hall 112, Box C-117, (837-8203). 

 

 

Important! 

See your instructor promptly if you are having problems with your course work or are in 

need of special assistance.    

 

 

       

Internet Resources: 
There are numerous internet resources. Students are encouraged to familiarize themselves 

with criminal justice related websites. A few essential websites for crime data, research and, 

current discussions are listed below: 

 

Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs 

 

National Criminal Justice Reference Service (NCJRS) Justice Information Center. 

http://www.ncjrs.gov  

 

Office of Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS). http://www.usdoj/gov/cops/ 

 

Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP). http://www.ojjdp.gov/  

 

The Urban Institute. www.urban.org 

 

US Department of Justice Federal Bureau of Investigation. http://www.fbi/gov 

 

Classroom Policies 

Attendance: Students are expected to be check Blackboard regularly for assignments and 

pertinent information.  

 

Netiquette 

Netiquette guidelines are used to govern online behavior. It is the expectation that all 

participants in the course will contribute to the learning environment in a respectful manner 

when posting information in this course. In addition, there is the expectation that there will 

http://www.usdoj/gov/cops/
http://www.ojjdp.gov/
http://www.urban.org/
http://www.fbi/gov


be some level of academic discourse. The link below provides some helpful reminders that 

can be referred to as a guide to assist students when posting information online in this course.  

http://www.albion.com/netiquette/corerules.html  

 

 

Late Assignment Policy: There will be NO make-up assignments, DB, quizzes or exams. 

Students should consult the course calendar to see course assignments and due dates. 

 Note: Links to assignment submission links will become unavailable after their due dates. 

 

Academic Dishonesty: Academic Dishonesty will not be tolerated. Academic dishonesty is 

any form of giving, taking, or prescribing information or material by a student with intent to 

gain an unfair advantage in an academic evaluation. Students should consult the Sul Ross 

State University Student Handbook for further details. Some common forms of academic 

dishonesty include the following: 

a. Plagiarism: To use words or ideas of others without proper attribution--it may include 

failure to use quotation marks or incomplete citation of the sources used. 

b. Inappropriate collaboration: To work with someone in developing, organizing, or revising 

a project without prior faculty approval. 

c. Cheating: To copy from another’s paper; give, or receive unauthorized assistance; obtain 

advance knowledge of questions; or use any unauthorized devices (such as cell phones) while 

taking quizzes or exams. 

d. Dishonesty on Papers: To submit as one’s own any material prepared by another person. 

e. Falsification of Data: To deliberately falsify data or documentation. 

f. Interfering with the Work of Other Students: To sabotage, disrupt, or intentionally obstruct 

another student’s work. 

g. Copyright Violations: To duplicate or reproduce print, audio-visual, and/or computer 

software without proper authorization. 

 

Dropping the Course: Any student who wishes to drop the class for any reason is advised to 

follow the proper procedures outlined by Sul Ross State University. Failure to do so may 

result in an “F” grade. Students should consult the Sul Ross State University Student 

Handbook and/or university catalog for further details. 

 

Students needing assistance with the writing process can visit the university’s 

Tutoring/Writing Center located in the Bryan Wildenthal Memorial Library 

 
 

 

Criminal Justice Undergraduate Student Learning Objectives  

 

UG-CJ-SLO1: Student will be able to demonstrate knowledge of specific areas of the U.S. 

Constitution as it relates to specific legal liabilities. 

UG-CJ-SLO2: Student will be able to demonstrate knowledge of criminological theories, and 

apply those theories to an analysis of practical criminal justice events.  

http://www.albion.com/netiquette/corerules.html


UG-CJ-SLO3: Student will be able to demonstrate a working knowledge of the specific 

language of the Criminal Justice System, ability to identify the individual parts and costs 

associated with the Criminal Justice System, and demonstrated knowledge in recognizing the 

political influences on the CJ system. 

 

 

Students will demonstrate an understanding of diversity through courses that focus on topics 

such as race, ethnicity, gender, sexuality, religion, physical ability, language, and/or social 

class with an emphasis on the analysis of equity. Students will apply and evaluate approaches 

or modes of inquiry used to analyze diversity and equity and the social barriers to these 

goals. 

Analysis & Use of Information. Students will be critical consumers of information, able to 

engage in systematic research processes, frame questions, read critically, and apply 

observational and experimental approaches to obtain information. Students will apply the 

constant self-reflection that is required to be an effective criminal justice 

philosopher/practitioner amidst American diversity in race, ethnicity, gender and class and 

display such thought and critical analysis in discussion and a variety of course assignments.  

* Students will demonstrate integration and synthesis of knowledge, ideas, and approaches, 

reaching beyond traditional or orthodox approaches and perspectives, to issues regarding the 

roles and experiences of women as practitioners, offenders, and victims in the criminal 

justice system 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARKETABLE SKILLS FOR CRIMINAL JUSTICE BS PROGRAM 

Marketable Skill Verbal and Written Communication Skills 

Dissemination Plan 1- Encouraging students to prepare and present oral 

presentations to the general and professional audiences, 

including their classmates, experts, scientists, 

laypersons, and government officials, on several topics 

related to their majors.   

2- Encouraging students to prepare and compose written 

reports, essays, and scientific publications on various 

topics related to their majors. 



3- Demonstrating mastery in Microsoft Office Suite to 

create visual aids, graphs, tables, and charts and file 

sharing platforms such as Dropbox, and Google Drive.  

4- Emphasizing the importance of active listening, giving 

full attention to the details, note taking, asking 

appropriate questions, and interviewing in Criminal 

Justice related professions.  

Marketable Skill Accessing Resources with Crime Data. Work with 

Numbers and Demonstrate Quantitative Skills  

Dissemination Plan 1- Encouraging students to explore and identify most 

current crime data from various local, regional, 

national, and international data resources. 

2- Demonstrations mastery in crime data analysis and 

interpretation. 

3- Demonstration mastery in crime data presentation 

software and applications such as Microsoft Excel and 

Crime Mapping  

Marketable Skill  Critical Thinking and Observation 

Dissemination Plan 1- By using case studies and scenarios, encouraging 

students to utilize all available information to 

dismantle complex problems which they may face 

during their future professional career.  

2- Encouraging students not only to identify and analyze 

the problems but also identify and implement the 

possible alternative solutions by using critical thinking.  

Marketable Skill Teamwork and Working Collaboratively 

Dissemination Plan 1- Emphasizing the importance of team work and 

coordination in Criminal Justice related professions. 

2- Establishing trust within group/team members, and 

ensuring contribution from all members by utilizing 

group/team projects. 

3- Encouraging students to reconcile and benefit from the 

differences within the group members.  

Marketable Skill Multicultural Understanding. 

Dissemination Plan 1- Emphasizing the importance of working with people in 

different groups characterized by race, ethnicity, 

gender, socioeconomic class, religion, and other 

differences. 

2- Encouraging the students to be aware of cultural 

diversity and existence of various groups in the society 

which they are living. 



3-  Highlighting the importance of awareness of other’s 

beliefs and behaviors and building skills to 

communicate and function effectively in multicultural 

settings.  

Marketable Skill Analyzing the Factors Contributing to Crime 

Dissemination Plan 1- Introducing personal, biological, social, and other 

theoretical explanations of the root causes of crime in 

society. 

2- Emphasizing the importance of gathering information, 

critical thinking, scientific observation, analytical 

thinking for analyzing social problems. 

Marketable Skill Legal Codes & Procedures and Safety 

Dissemination Plan 1- Introducing the current laws and policies related to the 

students’ majors.  

2- Encouraging students to explore and identify the 

resources to obtain the most current updates of legal 

codes and procedures.  

3- Introducing hands-on applications and emphasizing the 

importance of adherence to safety standards in 

Criminal Justice related professions. 

 

 


