
ENGL 5304 Studies and Research Techniques in General Literature (3-0) 
 
Dr. Audrey Taylor  Audrey.taylor@sulross.edu    
Office: Sul Ross RGC Eagle Pass Site; Room B106  
Phone: 830-758-5018 
Office Hours: By Appointment 
The best way to reach me is via e-mail! 
 
Course Description 
Genre studies explores and illuminates a genre apart from, and in some ways broader than, the 
traditional canon of literary fiction. The goal of this course is to explore in what sense the act of 
“speculation” is central to all literature, but particularly crucial to this genre, which 
encompasses what we recognize today as fantasy, science fiction, horror, romance, and others. 
We will consider how its themes and tropes act as disguised discussions of the problems of the 
human condition. The course will focus on a variety of short- and long-form readings, with class 
discussion, analytical writing, and finally research writing as the avenues of assessment. 
Students will also be presented with scholarship and literary theory in the field of speculative 
fiction, the better to understand the deep philosophical, literary, and cultural implications of 
this genre. We will place representative works of science fiction and fantasy in a larger cultural, 
intellectual, and aesthetic context. 
 
In this course, we will develop further the critical thinking and critical reading skills introduced 
in your core coursework and previous electives, using the framework for genre construction 
and contemporary literary criticism as our guide. You will routinely be asked to express your 
growing understanding of the critical discourse of genre literature through written assignments. 
Because we are a community of learners, everyone's full participation in regular collaborative 
work is integral to the course. Also, because it is the instructor’s belief that writing is an 
iterative and imperfect process, students will have opportunities to revise written work for a 
higher grade.  
 
 
Course Outcomes 

1. Students will be able to name and describe the main genres of speculative fiction.  
2. Students will understand the difference between mimetic and non-mimetic literature. 
3. Students will have explored how speculative fiction discusses the “real world” while 

featuring others.  
4. Students will begin to work with literary theories like narratology, and theorists both 

within genre and without like Lacan, Mendlesohn and more.  
 
Student Learning Outcomes 

1.  SLO 1 - Students will demonstrate a critical understanding of the significance of major authors, 
literary works in different genres, and definitive literary movements in literature, theory, and 
writing, as focused by their programs. 



2. Students will demonstrate the ability to critically analyze and interpret literature, theory, and 
writing, as focused by their programs. 

3. Students will demonstrate the ability to conduct and utilize research methodologies in the 
study of literature, theory, and writing, as focused by their programs. 
 
Course Texts  
Ombria in Shadow, Patricia A. McKillip (044100895X) 
The City and the City, China Mieville (034549752X) 
Kindred, Octavia E. Butler (0807083690) 
Gullstruck Island, Francis Hardinge (9781419731495) 
The Dispossessed, Ursula K. LeGuin (0061054887) 
The Explorer, James Smythe (0062229419) 
Midnight Robber, Nalo Hopkinson (0446675601) 
Neuromancer, William Gibson (0441569595) 
Gods of Shade and Shadow, Silvia Moreno-Garcia (0525620753) 
 
Course Policies 
Scholarly Honesty 
All work submitted must be your own and must be written exclusively for this class; the use of 
sources must be appropriately, correctly, and consistently documented.  Quotations, 
paraphrases, or summaries that are not documented and the use of papers written by others 
constitute plagiarism.   
Three different acts are considered plagiarism: 
(1) failing to cite quotations and borrowed ideas,  
(2) failing to enclose borrowed language in quotation marks, and  
(3) failing to put summaries and paraphrases in your own words.  
The assignment in question will earn a 0. A grade of “F” for the course can be earned if the 
work exhibits any of these kinds of scholastic dishonesty.  
 
Assignments 
 
Quizzes    200 Points 
Discussion Questions   200 Points 
Paper 1    200 Points 
Paper 2    200 Points 
Final Exam    200 Points 
 
1000-900 A 
899-800 B 
799-700 C 
699-600 D 
599-0 F 
 
 



Lectures: Whenever one is available you will need to listen and watch the lecture.  
 
Quizzes: will be given at instructor’s discretion, and will consist of reading and comprehension 
checks. Listening to lectures and doing the reading will ensure you do well.  
 
Discussion questions: will be posted to Blackboard before Fridays about each week’s reading, 
you will also answer two of your classmate’s discussion questions.  
 
Paper’s 1 and 2: will consist of using the theory of your choice to exam the text or texts of your 
choice from that point in the course.  
 
The final exam: will consist of plot and comprehension questions as well as short essays.  
 
 
Course Texts 
In order to succeed in this course, you must read the course texts; not having texts does not 
constitute an excuse for not completing assignments. 
 
Late Papers/Assignments 
To pass the class you must successfully complete and turn in to me each assignment by the due 
date. If you fail to turn in even one assignment, you may earn an F for the course.   
 
Grade Changes 
Please discuss your grades with me during the semester. There is no extra credit available once 
the class has finished, but to make up points you may re-do assignments within two weeks of 
their return. This does not apply to the final exam. Once the semester is over and I have 
entered grades into the system, however, I will not consider grade changes except where I have 
made a number miscalculation.    
 
ADA Statement 
SRSU Rio Grande College is committed to equal access in compliance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. The Disability 
Services Coordinator assists students with disabilities in gaining opportunities for full 
participation in programs, services and activities. The Disability Services Coordinator is the 
Director of Student Services 830-758-5006 in Eagle Pass, Texas. 
 
Blackboard 
This course requires numerous written assignments, all of which must be submitted to 
Blackboard by the published deadline. Please be prepared for electronic failures, last minute 
issues etc. These are not acceptable excuses for missing a deadline. 
 
 
 
 



Distance Education Statement 
Students enrolled in distance education courses have equal access to the university’s academic 
support services, such as Smarthinking, library resources, online databases, and instructional 
technology support. For more information about accessing these resources, visit the SRSU 
website. Students should correspond using Sul Ross email accounts and submit online 
assignments through Blackboard, which requires secure login information to verify students’ 
identities and to protect students’ information. The procedures for filing a student complaint 
are included in the student handbook. Students enrolled in distance education courses at Sul 
Ross are expected to adhere to all policies pertaining to academic honesty and appropriate 
student conduct, as described in the student handbook. Students in web-based courses must 
maintain appropriate equipment and software, according to the needs and requirements of the 
course, as outlined on the SRSU website. 
 
Weekly Syllabus  
Subject to change! 

 
Week 1 Aug. 24th-30th 
Short stories and introduction to theory  
 
Week 2 Aug. 31st- Sept. 6th 
Short stories and theory 
 
Week 3 Sept. 8th-13th 
Short stories and theory 
 
Week 4 Sept. 14th-20th 
The City and the City 
 
Week 5 Sept. 21st-27th 
Gullstruck Island 
 
Week 6 Sept. 28th- Oct. 4th 
Neuromancer 
Paper 1 Due Oct. 4th by Midnight 
 
Week 7 Oct. 5th- 11th 
Ombria in Shadow 
 
Week 8 Oct. 12th- 18th 
The Dispossessed 
 
Week 9 Oct. 19th-25th 
The Dispossessed 
 



Week 10 Oct. 26th- Nov. 1st 
The Explorer 
 
Week 11 Nov. 2nd-Nov. 8th 
Midnight Robber 
 
Week 12 Nov. 9th-15th 
Gods of Shade and Shadow 
 
Week 13 Nov. 16th-22nd 
Gods of Shade and Shadow 
Thanksgiving Break 
Paper 2 Due by November 23rd at Midnight. 
 
Week 14 Nov. 23rd- Dec. 2nd 
Kindred 
 
Final Exam Due By Dec. 7th 
 
Each week also has a discussion question on that week’s text, due Friday before midnight, and 
two responses to classmates, due Sunday by midnight.  
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