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Texts 
American Earth. Environmental Writing since Thoreau. Editor Bill McKibben. Library of America, 2008. 

 

Course Description 
This course is a survey of Environmental Literature. Our method will be to read, write and discuss, over 

and over. There is no greater luxury than to read and think, except perhaps to share ideas with others. 

Thoreau, in his on education “Walking,” would say that to “saunter” in the woods, thinking, questioning, 

and connecting with real living things is the highest privilege. This class sets aside time for reading, 

talking and connect. The course’s readings will be arranged in reverse chronological order, in order to 

explore current issues and then dig into the history of the ideas. I will set aside a week for Italian 

environmental literature in order to promote a future study abroad trip to Tuscany. The idea of the 
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wilderness was invented by the Italian painter Salvator Rosa and by the great German Romantic writer 

Goethe, who wrote The Italian Journey. We will end with environmental literature most likely from 

Orion magazine.  

Marketable Skills: 

1. Students will communicate effectively in writing and speaking. 
2.  Students will use different research strategies to address problems and develop ideas 

that engage a variety of perspectives.  
3. Students will recognize how social and cultural contexts shape meaning and language. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes: 
SLO 1 – Students will be able to construct documents that demonstrate unity, organization, 

coherence, and development, and are grammatically correct. 
SLO 2 – Students will be able to analyze and interpret literary works by applying principles of critical 

thinking, literary criticism, or theoretical engagement. 

SLO 3 – Students will be able to produce researched documents that demonstrate the ability to 

locate a variety of credible sources, employ them effectively through quotations and paraphrases, 

integrate them smoothly into the writer’s own prose, and document them correctly using the style 

appropriate to the document. 

 

Distance Education Statement 
Students enrolled in distance education courses have equal access to the university’s academic 

support services, library resources, and instructional technology support. For more information 

about accessing these resources, visit the SRSU website. Students should submit online assignments 

through Blackboard or SRSU email, which require secure login information to verify students’ 

identities and to protect students’ information. The procedures for filing a student complaint are 

included in the student handbook. Students enrolled in distance education courses at Sul Ross are 

expected to adhere to all policies pertaining to academic honesty and appropriate student conduct, 

as described in the student handbook. Students in web-based courses must maintain appropriate 

equipment and software, according to the needs and requirements of the course, as outlined on the 

SRSU website. 

 

Class Participation  
The class participation grade will be determined by  

a. Participation in sustainability events 
b. Attendance 
c. Participation in classroom discussion and problem solving. 

Attendance: Two absences are permitted during the semester. One letter grade will be subtracted from 
the Class Attendance percentage for each additional absence. More than nine (6) unexcused 
absences will result in the student being dropped from the course with a failing grade. Absences 
resulting from required school activities, direct personal emergencies, or health issues will be excused--
but you must notify the instructor within one week of the absence and make up any class work in a timely 
manner. 
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Projects 

I. Response Papers (600 points) 

There will be weekly response papers. Writing allows people to reflect, organize their ideas, and present 

evidence. Therefore, each response paper must be at least 300 words in length or about one page. 

Other expectations: 

 Provide a title 

 Organize your ideas into paragraphs—at least two. 

 Comment on the week’s two authors. 

 Quote the readings and cite the page numbers. 

 Relate and extend the ideas in the reading to current environmental issues and your own life.  

 Explain the meaning and relevance of the texts. Do not summarize. 

 

2. Exams 

Exams will give you an opportunity to synthesize ideas—to connect and apply the ideas of multiple 

writers. This is sometimes called inter-textual interpretation. 

 

3. Class Participation 
There are multiple environmental initiatives taking place this spring: Earth Day, A grant-funded library 
initiative, the Research Symposium, the Big Bend Conservation Alliance, etc. I would like to find ways for 
all of use to participate and take leadership roles in these programs. The first one is the MLK service day 
trash pick-up on January 18. Otherwise, this grade is effected by attendance and participation in the 
discussion.  
 

Projects Due Date % Points 

Response Papers About once a week 
40 points each 

60 600 

Midterm   10 100 

Final  10 100 

Class Participation  20 200 

Total Points Available 100 1000 

 
Deadlines 
Unless otherwise specified, all assignments will be turned in at the beginning of class on their due dates. 
All alternative arrangements must be approved before the relevant deadline.  Late work without 
previous arrangement with me will only be accepted upon demonstration of extenuating circumstances. 
 
Blackboard 
If you confront technical issues which interfere with your ability to use Blackboard, contact the LTAC 
(Lobo Technology Assistance Center) at 432-837-8888 or https://techassist.sulross.edu 
 

Accommodating Students with Disabilities and Counseling Services 
Sul Ross State University is committed to equal access in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities 

Act of 1973.  It is the student’s responsibility to initiate a request for accessibility services.  Students 

seeking accessibility services must contact  

Counseling and Accessibility Services,  

https://owa.sulross.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=wT68LaRzqkqWYqITo8TG36snJGHcdtAIk44fQTgE5F3D96MAFEa_a4JHoH2awvR72arqLZkraCA.&URL=https%3a%2f%2ftechassist.sulross.edu
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Ferguson Hall, Room 112.   

P.O. Box C-171, 

Sul Ross State University, Alpine, Texas  79832.   

Telephone: 432-837-8203. 
 

SRSU Library Services 
The Sul Ross Library offers FREE resources and services to the entire SRSU community. Access and 

borrow books, articles, and more by visiting the library’s website, library.sulross.edu. Off-campus access 

requires your LoboID and password. Check out materials using your photo ID. Librarians are a 

tremendous resource for your coursework and can be reached in person, by email 

(srsulibrary@sulross.edu), or phone (432-837-8123). 

 
Writing Center and Academic Learning Center 
The Writing Center is located in MAB 102 and the Academic Learning Center is located in FH 213. Tutors 
are available to help you with any problems you may have with an assignment. Take advantage of this 
service any time you need help. The tutors are there for you. You may contact the Writing Center at 
extension 8270 and email writing@sulross.edu 
 

Plagiarism and Academic Integrity  
Dishonest acts, such as plagiarism (using words or a specific author’s ideas from another source without 

acknowledging the source) or collusion (having other people write parts of your paper for you), may 

result in an “F” on the assignment and may lead to a disciplinary hearing conducted through the office 

of the Dean of Students, which could result in suspension or expulsion from SRSU. If you have questions 

about whether your use of other sources (such as books, websites, friends, or Writing Center tutors) is 

fair or not, please ask before turning in the work that you have a question about. 

 

Video Classroom Statement 
In order to ensure the successful completion of this course, as well as to allow attendance to be 

monitored, students must enable their video cameras during class time, unless otherwise approved by 

the instructor.  In addition, video classroom will be treated as a formal classroom 

environment:  Students must attend prepared and appropriately attired. 

 

Statement on Wearing Masks 
Because of the pandemic currently being experienced, Sul Ross aims to do our part to prevent further 
spread of the novel coronavirus SARS-CoV-2.  A mandatory campus-wide mask policy is in place, given 
the high level of contagion of this coronavirus and the implications of its disease COVID-19.  Following 
guidelines from the Centers for Disease Control, face masks can be cloth and must cover your nose and 
mouth.  Masks must be kept on during classes and within all public places in campus buildings at all 
times as part of this community-wide effort to prevent more spreading of COVID-19.    Failure to do so 
will be treated as a class disruption, per the Student Handbook, and will result in immediate dismissal 
from class.  
 

 

https://library.sulross.edu/
mailto:srsulibrary@sulross.edu
mailto:writing@sulross.edu
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Course Calendar 

DATES ACTIVITIES TOPICS OBJECTIVES, RESOURCES 

AND 

 DUE DATES 

Week One 

1.12-14 

 

Introduce Syllabus  

Bill McKibben interview on 

“On Being” with Krista 

Trippett 

First-day assessment on 

Mary Oliver’s “The 

Summer Day” 

 

Discuss participation 

activities 

 

Discuss Solnit 

Mary Oliver  

737 

 

Rebecca Solnit 

971 

 

Response 1 

Week Two 

1.19-21 

 

MLK service day trash pick-

up 

 

Discuss Pollan and 

Kingsolver 

Michael Pollan 

948 

 

Barbara Kingsolver 

939 

 
MLK Day January 18 

 

Response 2 

Week Three 

1.26-28 

 

Discuss Steingraber and 

Hogan 

 

Discuss participation ideas 

Steingraber 

929 

 

Hogan 

809 

Response 3 

Week Four 

2.2-4 

 

Discuss McKibben and 

Merwin 

McKibben 

718 

 

Merwin 

716 

Response 4 

 

Week Five 

2.9-11 Discuss Lopez and Chavez 

 

Discuss participation ideas 

Lopez 

696 

 

Chavez 

690 

Response 5 
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 Week Six 

2.16-18 Discuss Wilson and Silko 

and Crumb 

Wilson 

671 

 

Silko 

582 

 

Crumb  

591 

Response 6 

Week Seven 

2.23-25 

 

Discuss Berry and Dillard Berry 

505 

 

Dillard 

531 

Response 7 

Week Eight 

3.2-4 

 

Discuss Friends of the 

Earth manifesto, McPhee, 

and, Snyder 

Friends of the 

Earth 

500 

 

McPhee 

493 

 

Snyder 

473 

Mid-term exam 

Take home 

Week Nine 

3.9-11 

 

Spring Break  

 

Week Ten 

3.16-18 

 

Discuss Hardin and Abbey Hardin 

438 

 

Abbey 

413 

Response 8 

Week 11 

3.23-25 

 

Italian Literature 
 

Response 9 

Week 12 

3.30-4.1 

 

Discuss Carson and 

Leopold 

Carson 

366 

Response 10 
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Leopold 

266 

April 1: Last day to withdraw 

with a W. 

 

Week 13 

4.6-8 

 

Discuss Austin and Muri Austin 

134 

 

Muir 

85 

Response 11 

Week 14 

4.13-15 

 

Discuss Cooper, Catlin and 

Thoreau 

 

Cooper 

48 

 

Catlin 

37 

 

Thoreau 2-36 

April 12-14  

Research Symposium 

 

Response 12 

Week 15 

4.20-22 

 

Discuss Thoreau and a 

current reading 

Thoreau continued 

 

Current Reading 

Response 13 

Week 16 

4.27 

 

4.27 Last Day of Class 

 

 Response 14 

Week 17 (Finals Week) 

Wednesday 

May 5 

10:15 pm 

Final Exam 

 

 Final Exam 

Take home 

 

Educator Standards:  For students seeking certification, this course will cover aspects of the following TEA 

educator competencies: 

 

              English Language Arts and Reading EC-6 Subject I: 

 

Competency 004 (Literacy Development:  The teacher understands that literacy develops over time, 

progressing from emergent to proficient stages and uses a variety of approaches to support the 

development of students’ literacy. 

 

Competency 006 (Fluency Reading):  The teacher understands the importance of fluency for reading 

comprehension and provides many opportunities for students to improve their reading fluency. 

 

Competency 007 (Reading Comprehension and Applications):  The teacher understands the importance of 

reading for understanding, knows the components and processes of reading comprehension and teaches 

students strategies for improving their comprehension, including using a variety of texts and contexts. 
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Competency 009 (Reading, Inquiry, and Research):  The teacher understands the importance of research 

and inquiry skills to students’ academic success and provides students with instruction that promotes their 

acquisition and effective use of those study skills in the content areas. 

 

Competency 010 (Writing Conventions):  The teacher understands the conventions of writing in English 

and provides instruction that helps students develop proficiency in applying writing conventions. 

 

Competency 011 (Written Communication):  The teacher understands that writing to communicate is a 

developmental process and provides instruction tjay promotes students’ competence in written 

communication. 

 

Competency 012 (Viewing and Representing):  The teacher understands skills for interpreting, analyzing, 

evaluating, and producing visual images and messages in various types of media, and provides students 

with opportunities to develop in this area. 

 

Competency 013 (Assessment of Developing Literacy):  The teacher understands the basic principles of 

literacy assessment and uses a variety of assessments to guide literacy instruction. 

 

English Language Arts and Reading 4-8 Domain II: 

 

Competency 004 (Reading Comprehension and Assessment):  The teacher understands the importance of 

reading for understanding, knows components and processes of reading comprehension and teaches 

students strategies for improving their comprehension. 

 

Competency 005 (Reading Applications):  The teacher understands reading skills and strategies 

appropriate for various types of texts and contexts and taches students to apply those skills and strategies 

to enhance their reading proficiency. 

 

Competency 006 (Written Language—Writing Conventions):  The teacher understands the conventions of 

written English and provides instruction that helps students develop proficiency in applying written 

conventions. 

 

Competency 007 (Written Language—Composition):  The teacher understands that writing to 

communicate is a developmental process and provides instruction that promotes students’ competence in 

written communication. 

 

Competency 008 (Study and Inquiry Skills):  The teacher understands the importance of study and inquiry 

skills as tools for learning in the content areas and promotes students’ development in applying study and 

inquiry skills. 

 

 

English Language Arts and Reading 7-12  

 

Domain I: 

 

Competency 001:  The teacher understands and applies knowledge of relationships among the language 

arts and between the language arts and other aspects of students’ lives and learning. 
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Domain II: 

 

Competency 004:  The teacher understands reading processes and teaches students to apply these 

processes. 

 

Competency 005:  The teacher understands reading skills and strategies for various types of nonliterary 

texts and teaches students to apply these skills and strategies to enhance their lifelong learning. 

 

Competency 006:  The teacher understands literary elements, genres, and movements and demonstrates 

knowledge of a substantial body of literature. 

 

Competency 007:  The teacher understands strategies for reading literary texts and provides students with 

opportunities to formulate, express, and support responses to literature. 

 

Competency 008:  The teacher understands and promotes writing as a recursive, developmental, 

integrative and ongoing process and provides students with opportunities to develop competence as 

writers. 

 

Competency 9:  The teacher understands effective writing and teaches students to write effectively in a 

variety of forms and for various audiences, purposes, and contexts. 

 


