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Course Objectives: 
 
 This course will examine the role of how and why revolutions and revolutionary change have 
created and shaped the modern world. We will take a comparative approach and read three classic 
interpretations of comparative revolutions (by historians, social scientists, and political scientists), 
books that have shaped historians views and understanding of revolution and represent core texts in 
comparative revolutionary historiography.  
 
Required Readings: There are three required books for this course 
 

1. Hannah Arendt, On Revolution, Penguin Classics, ISBN 978-0-14-30399-7 
 
I chose Hannah Arendt’s classic On Revolution] which provides a core treatise that the French 
Revolution, while well studied and often emulated, was a disaster and that the largely 
ignored American Revolution was a success, an argument that runs counter to 
common Marxist and leftist views. The turning point in the French Revolution came when the 
revolution's leaders abandoned their goal of freedom in order to focus on compassion for the masses. 
In America, on the other hand, the Founding Fathers never betrayed the goal of Constitutio Libertatis.  
 

2. Barrington Moore, Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy: Lord and Peasant in the 
Making of the Modern World, Beacon Press, ISBN # 0-0807-5073-3 

 
I chose this classic account of comparative revolutions/modernization  for its comparative study 
of modernization in Britain, France, the United States, China, Japan, Russia, Germany, and India. The 
core thesis is that class structures and class alliances at particular points in time can account for the 
kinds of social revolutions that occurred and did not occur in those countries, putting some countries 
on a path to democracy, whereas others were put on a path to authoritarianism or communism. He 
famously argued, "no bourgeois, no democracy," which emphasized the important role played by a 
large middle-class in accomplishing democratization and ensuring democratic stability.  
 

3. Theda Skocpol, States and Social Revolutions: A Comparative Analysis of France, Russia, and 
China, Cambridge University Press, ISBN #978-1107569843   

I chose this third class account as it interprets revolutions through the structural 
functionalism sociological paradigm of comparative historical analysis of the French Revolution of 
1789 through the early 19th century, the Russian Revolution of 1917 through the 1930s and 
the Chinese Revolution of 1911 through the Cultural Revolution in the 1960s. Skocpol argues that 
these three cases, despite being spread over a century and a half, are similar in the sense that all 
three were social revolutions. Skocpol asserts that social revolutions are rapid and basic 
transformations of a society's state and class structures. She distinguishes this from mere rebellions, 
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which involve a revolt of subordinate classes but may not create structural change, and from political 
revolutions that may change state structures but not social structures. What is unique about social 
revolutions, she argues, is that basic changes in social structure and political structure occur in a 
mutually reinforcing fashion and these changes occur through intense sociopolitical conflict. A 
convergence of peasant rebellion on one hand and international pressures causing state breakdown 
on the other hand cause revolutionary social movements. 

Course Requirements  

There are a number of requirements for the successful completion of this course.   

1. The reading of the required books and the writing and turning in of written assignments through 
Blackboard.   

2. Each written assignment should be five pages, double-spaced, 12 font.  
3. A research paper 20 pages in length on a topic comparing two revolutions, its origins, and 

outcomes and an interpretation as to why the revolution and why its outcome?  
4. Regular communication, you do not have to email me everyday, but if for some reason I do not 

hear from you for a week or you are not turning in your assignments, I become concerned that 
something has happened or preventing your communication. For an online class, I just like to 
maintain some regular communication to know that we are still on the same sheet of music so to 
speak.    

Course Grading  

There will be weekly reading and written assignments. Each weekly reading/writing assignment will 
be graded on a 100-point scale; 90-100=A; 80-89=B; 70-79=C; 60-69=D; 0-59=F.   

There are eleven weekly reading assignments for a total of 1,100 points.  

The research paper is 900 points.  

Therefore, I will add up your points at the end of class for a total possible 2,000 points.  

2000-1800=A; 1600-1800=B; 1400-1600=C; 1200-1400=D; 0-1200=F.  

The Americans with Disabilities Act:  
 
Sul Ross State University is committed to equal access in compliance with the Americans With 
Disabilities Act of 1973.  It is the student’s responsibility to initiate a request for accessibility services.   
Students seeking accessibility services must contact Mary Schwartze in Counseling and Accessibility 
Services, Ferguson hall, Room 112.  The mailing address is P.O. Box C-171, Sul Ross State University, 
Alpine, Texas 79832. Telephone 432-837-8203.   
 

Distance Education Statement:  

 

Students enrolled in distance education courses have equal access to the university’s academic 
support services, library resources, and instructional technology support. For more information about 
accessing these resources, visit the SRSU website. Students should submit online assignments through 
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Blackboard or SRSU email, which require secure login information to verify students’ identities and to 
protect students’ information. The procedures for filing a student complaint are included in the 
student handbook. Students enrolled in distance education courses at Sul Ross are expected to adhere 
to all policies pertaining to academic honesty and appropriate student conduct, as described in the 
student handbook. Students in web-based courses must maintain appropriate equipment and 
software, according to the needs and requirements of the course, as outlined on the SRSU website.  
 
Marketability Skills of a History Major 
 
SLO 1—The history student will demonstrate historical research skills in a logically organized, written 
paper that is mechanically correct and supported by relevant documentation of historical content. 
 
Marketable skills---Students can identify useful resources from a pool of data. 
                                   Students can select and organize data in a relevant manner. 
                                   Students can make written presentations to various audiences. 
 
SLO 2—The history student will demonstrate the ability to write about topics in historiography and 
how those topics are interpreted. 
 
Marketable skills---Students can utilize data to persuade various audiences. 
                                   Students can utilize data to generate and strengthen ideas. 
                                   Students can decipher stances adopted by various individuals. 
 
SLO 3—The history student will demonstrate knowledge of American History, World History, and Non-
American History. 
 
Marketable Skills---Students can meet deadlines in a successful manner. 
                                   Students can discharge responsibilities in an adequate manner.   
                                    Students can manage the absorption of data. 

SRSU LIBRARY SERVICES The Sul Ross Library offers FREE resources and services to the entire SRSU 
community. Access and borrow books, articles, and more by visiting the library’s website, 
library.sulross.edu. Off-campus access requires your LoboID and password. Check out materials using 
your photo ID. Librarians are a tremendous resource for your coursework and can be reached in 
person, by email (srsulibrary@sulross.edu), or phone (432-837-8123). 

Course Outline 

January 12—read the syllabus, obtain the books, and inform me by email that you have read the 
syllabus, have obtained the books, and understand the requirements for the course. 

January 19 Hannah Arendt—introduction, chapters one, two and three 

January 26-Hannah Arendt chapters four and five 

Feb. 02-Hannah Arendt—chapter six 

Feb. 09-Barrington Moore—chapters one and two 

Feb. 16-Barrington Moore-chapters three and four 



Feb. 23-Barrington Moore-chapters five and six 

March 02-Barrington Moore-chapter seven, eight, nine and epilogue 

March 9-Theda Skocpol-chapter one 

March 16-Theda Skocpol-chapters two and three 

March 23-Theda Skocpol-chapters four and five 

March 30-Theda Skocpol-chapters six and seven 

April 26-papers due 
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