
CRN 21696 - PSYCHOLOGY 1302:Z01: INTRODUCTION TO PSYCHOLOGY  
Spring 2021/SUL ROSS STATE UNIVERSITY 

Instructor: Rebecca Greathouse Wren, M.Ed., LPC-S 
                  Office hours: by appointment (text or call: 432-386-6973; or call 432-837-8203) 
                  Email: rebecca.wren@sulross.edu 
Class Meetings: Online.  Zoom class meetings every Monday, Wednesday, and many Fridays at 8:00 am CENTRAL TIME  

(7:00 am Mountain/EL PASO TIME) at: 
Topic: Zoom Class: 2021 SPRG 21696 PSY 1302: Z01 Introduction To Psychology 
Time: Jan 11, 2021 08:00 AM Central Time (US and Canada) 

          Every week on Mon, Wed, Fri 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://sulrosshipaa.zoom.us/j/98615652440?pwd=WTUveE4vUUFuZ2tPc3BzcEJ3WTNzUT09 
Meeting ID: 986 1565 2440 
Passcode: 230900 

 
Required Text: The textbook you will be using for this course is the digital textbook by Globalyceum, Globalyceum 
Psychology.  We will use Globalyceum for readings, activities, and assessments. You can purchase a subscription code at 
the bookstore or go directly to the site WWW.GLOBALYCEUM.COM to register and subscribe to the course by using Our 
unique Unique Section Number 9E7ER4E5 You will have 14 days payment grace period beginning with the first day of the 
semester.  After registering make sure to authenticate your account by clicking on Connect to Blackboard so that your 
grades can pass back and forth between the two systems.  Please make sure to verify your browser and update it if 
necessary on the Sign-In page. Globalyceum recommends Chrome, and Firefox. If you have any technical problems during 
the term, please contact: support@globalyceum.com. Please CC me on the email, but your first contact should be 
with Globalyceum Support. 

  
Purpose of Course: 

This course is an overview of Psychology. It includes biology, behavior, sensations, consciousness, learning, memory, 
language, intelligence, human development, motivation & emotion, health/stress, personality theories, psychological 
disorders, and therapies. Each of these topics is a course or study of its own, however, this semester the student 
(you) will look at each, and understand ‘the tip of the iceberg’ for each area. 
 

Grading: Grades will be based on: 
1) Weekly Discussion Board Posts/Comments (due 11:55 pm/central, every Sunday, “Blackboard Discussion”- 

online-1/6 grade); 
2) Text Activities and Special Topic Discussion Board Posts/Comments (due 11:55 pm, Fridays where noted in 

calendar, “Activities- Blackboard Discussion”- online-1/6 grade); 
3) Weekly Textbook Quizzes on the Readings (due 11:55 pm/central, every Sunday, Globalyceum text-online-1/6 

grade); 
4) Kognito Suicide Prevention Simulation Program and Kognito Sexual Misconduct Prevention Simulation (due 11:55 

pm/central, Friday, February 26 –upload Certificates of Completion online-1/6 grade); 
5) Group Presentation (due on day assigned- also upload presentation online-1/6 grade); 
6) Final Exam (due 10:00 am/central, Friday, April 30 – upload online- 1/6 grade). 

Extra credit points will be assigned randomly throughout the semester.  This can make a big difference for students whose 
final grade is on the ‘cusp’ between two major grades. 
GRADE SCALE: 90–100 = A; 80 –89 = B; 70–79 = C; 60-69 = D; 0-59 = F 
 
 
  

mailto:rebecca.wren@sulross.edu


Graded Sections Explained:  Each section encompass 1/6th of your entire semester grade. 
1)      Weekly Discussion Board Comments:  

You will post your personal reflection/reaction to what you learned that week.  
Grading:  

a) 75 if your writing is of college level, and you write 2-3 paragraphs, you will receive a grade of  (if 
you only post your thoughts for the week);  

b) 85 if your writing is of college level, you post your thoughts in 3 or more paragraphs, and 
respond to one classmate’s post;  

c) 95 if you post your thoughts in 3 or more paragraphs, and respond to two classmate’s posts.   
d) 100 if you post your thoughts in 3 or more paragraphs, respond to two classmate’s posts, and 

write exceptionally well.  
Posts should be 2-3 paragraphs long for minimal points.  Spelling and writing will be included in your 
grade.  Responses to classmates should be 1-2 paragraphs, respectful, and be more than ‘good job.’  These 
posts are open from noon/12:00 pm (central time) on Thursdays, due and closed by 11:55 pm (central 
time) on Sundays (unless otherwise said). I will NOT accept late work. You may write about what you 
have read in your text, any activities you did, and your observations from class/Zoom lectures. 

 
2)      Text Activities and Special Topics Discussion Board Comments (about Activities):  

You will post your personal reflection/reaction to the special topics, and specific activities.  See the 
Calendar for those specifics and the dates they are due.  These will uploaded into Blackboard’s “Activities- 
Discussion Board” by the time they are due (see Calendar). 
Grading:  

a) If your writing is of college level, and you follow the minimal standard for each Activity;  
b) 85 if your work is writing of college level, and you follow the standard for each Activity with an 

‘above average’ thought response;  
c) 95 if your work is writing of college level, and you follow the standard for each Activity with a 

superior thought response;  
d) 100 if your writing skills are impeccable, as well as following the instructions at a superior level 

of thought.  
See individual Activity Instructions (on Blackboard, ‘Activity’ Discussion Board).  Spelling and writing will be 
included in your grade.  Due dates are on the Calendar, so please watch those closely. I will NOT accept 
late work.   

 
 3)     Weekly Textbook Readings and Quizzes:  

As soon as you get your text, if you want to get ahead you can start reading any/all the assigned text 
chapters, and also start taking any/all the quizzes. Just remember, you only have two tries at each quiz. 
Your highest grade will be recorded. If you just want to follow the calendar, then these quizzes are due 
Sunday nights by 11:55 pm (central time). These are Textbook Quizzes on line.  The grades of the quizzes 
are linked to your Blackboard Grade Book for this Class.  Please see the detailed Calendar of Events for 
deadlines of each quiz. 

 
4)       Kognito Suicide Prevention and Kognito Sexual Misconduct Prevention Simulation Programs      

 THESE CERTIFICATES Are DUE due 11:55 pm/central, Friday, February 26! 
Upload your ‘Certificate of Completion’ to Blackboard, Kognito section. 
Go to Kognito Suicide Prevention and Kognito Sexual Misconduct Prevention: 

 Using Google Chrome would be best to complete the online simulation exercise: 
1. Go to the Counseling & Accessibility Services web page: 

https://www.sulross.edu/section/2408/counseling-and-accessibility-services  
2. Scroll down to ‘Links,’ where links below are in Red.  Go down to the fourth (4th) link, Kognito 

suicide prevention training. Click on that link. This will take you to 
https://blogs.sulross.edu/counseling/   

3. Read the instructions to get to the Kognito website 
 

https://www.sulross.edu/section/2408/counseling-and-accessibility-services
http://blogs.sulross.edu/counseling/
http://blogs.sulross.edu/counseling/
https://blogs.sulross.edu/counseling/


Graded Sections Explained, Continued: 
4. Once you get to the Kognito website, create a new account for yourself using your Sul Ross email 

address and this enrollment key: sross (for students) 
5. After answering a few initial questions, click “Launch” 

(Please note that the simulation requires pop-ups to be enabled.) 
You are expected to complete the Kognito Suicide Prevention and Kognito Sexual Misconduct 
Prevention Simulation Programs. 

        6. Upload your ‘Certificates of Completion’ on Blackboard under ‘Kognito.’.  
DUE BY 11:55 pm, Friday, February 26, 2021. 
 

           5)  Group Presentation:  
Each student will participate in a group presentation when assigned to do so. Presentations will cover the 
subject chosen, and incorporate audio and visual (from Internet or other sources) examples, may include 
power-point presentations, etc. Presentations will be for 20-30 minutes.  A written outline of 
the presentation will be uploaded to Blackboard at the start of the presentation. 

                                                 Wren will discuss this in further detail in class. 
 

  6)    Final Exam:   
DUE FRIDAY, APRIL 30, AT 8:00 – 10:00 AM CENTRAL TIME (7 AM EL PASO/MOUNTAIN TIME).  

Write a three page (double spaced, 11 pt. text size) summary of what you learned in this semester in this 

class.  Include how you will apply this knowledge in aspects of your personal, educational, professional, 

social, and personal-development life. Upload your paper to Blackboard, ‘Final Exam.’  

Psychology Learning Objectives: 

The graduating psychology student will attain a level of competency in the areas of: 
a. Biological psychology indicating that value has been added over the course of their  

psychology education. 
b. Clinical-personality psychology indicating that value has been added of the course of their  

psychology education. 
c. Social psychology indicating that value has been added over the course of their  

psychology education. 
d. Experimental methods indicating that value has been added over the course of their  

psychology education. 
 
Program Marketable Skills: 

Speaking Effectively: Students will demonstrate competency in public speaking and communicating scientific 
information to diverse audiences. 
Describing Feelings: Students will demonstrate empathic or active listening and conversational skills, and/or 
write clearly about their affective stance, respectfully attuned to the needs of their audiences. 
Identifying Resources: Students will demonstrate the aptitude to locate, organize and evaluate the credibility of 
information from multiple sources. 
Analyzing: Students will demonstrate ability to examine the underlying issues of scientific problems, attending to 
the pertinent details and creating action plans, recognizing ambiguity and complexity as essential components. 

 
Students with Special Needs: 

Sul Ross State University (SRSU) is committed to equal access in compliance with Americans with Disabilities Act 
of 1973. It is SRSU policy to provide reasonable accommodations to students with documented disabilities. It is 
the Student’s responsibility to initiate a request. Please contact me, Ms. Rebecca Greathouse Wren, 
Director/Counselor, Accessibility Services Coordinator, Ferguson Hall (Suite 112) at 432.837.8203 if you require 
accommodations for a disability.  

 

 

 



Classroom Respect and Disruptions: 
You are encouraged and expected to openly engage in class discussions, ask questions, share ideas, and express 
your thoughts through the Discussion Posts on this course through Blackboard. Please treat each other with 
dignity and respect and avoid disruptive behaviors, and foul language. You are responsible for knowing what 
behaviors are acceptable versus unacceptable as referred to in the Student Conduct and Discipline section of the 
SRSU Student Handbook 
(http://www.sulross.edu/sites/default/files//sites/default/files/users/docs/stulife/student_conduct_discipline.p 
df). 

 
Academic Integrity: 

Any instance of academic misconduct such as turning in an identical written assignment for another 
course without approval, cheating and plagiarizing written assignments, collusion, or misrepresenting facts will 
be punished to the full extent of the university’s disciplinary policy and/or through legal action if indicated. You 
are responsible for reading the statement on Academic Honesty in the SRSU Student 
Handbook(http://www.sulross.edu/sites/default/files//sites/default/files/users/docs/stulife/student_conduct_d
iscipline.pdf ). The faculty considers academic dishonesty to be a serious matter and will act accordingly. 
Students caught engaging in any form of academic dishonesty will receive no credit for assignments/exams and 
more severe penalties may be pursued, including, but not limited to, failing the course. 

 
PLEASE READ: 

During the course of this class, students may have strong emotional/psychological reactions to the course 
material and/or discussions. If you feel that you are having difficulty with the learning environment, please 
discuss this with me immediately before continuing the course. Counseling and Accessibility Services 
(http://www.sulross.edu/section/2408/counseling-accessibility-services) can provide brief, short-term individual 
and group counseling or refer you to off-campus providers. You have already paid for these services through your 
Student Service Fee, whether you use them or not.  
 
If you have any issue, concern, or problem with the instructor (Wren), please speak with her first. If you feel you 
cannot come to a reasonable resolution with Wren, know that you can speak with the Psychology Department 
Chair, Dr. Bibiana Gutierrez, or to the BASS Department Chair, Dr. Mark Saka (432.837.8162) regarding your 
concerns. I endeavor to maintain as safe as possible learning environment for all and expect the highest standard 
of conduct from each one of us and together. I welcome constructive feedback in the service of this goal.  
 
This syllabus is accurate to the best of my ability, but I reserve the right to modify it at any time and will inform 
you as soon as possible. If I do make any changes, I aspire to do so for the reasons of student fairness and/or 
circumstances beyond my control. 

 


