
Sul Ross State University  
 English 3301 2W1 31309 Contemporary Literature  

Summer 2021 
 

Instructor: Dr. Sarah Roche 

Hours of Availability:
  

See Blackboard Announcements; office hours will vary in June.  Please know 
you may text me at 830 469 6686 with questions. 
 

Communication The best way to communicate is through SRSU email:  
smoreman@sulross.edu. 
I respond to emails and calls within 24 hours on weekdays; weekend & 
holiday communications will be addressed the following weekday 

Office Location: Del Rio Faculty Building #213 but for Summer 2021 I work remotely 

Telephone:  830 703 4837 (office); 830 469 6686 (cell) 

Email Address: smoreman@sulross.edu 

Class Schedule: ENGL 3311 Blackboard 
ENGL 3312 Blackboard 

Classroom Location: Blackboard; go to https://www.sulross.edu/bb/  

 
Course Description 
In ENGL 3301, students will read, discuss, write about, and present on a variety of literature by authors who have 
significantly influenced contemporary literature in a variety of genres (novels, stories, poetry, drama, creative 
nonfiction). Analysis of formal features/developments and historical contexts inform the students’ understanding of 
literary works. English 3301 is a reading and writing intensive course; prepare to read for at least three hours every 
day. 
 
English Program Outcomes 

The graduating student in English will demonstrate that he/she can: 
1. Construct essays that demonstrate clear topic/thesis, development, organization, and appropriate language; 
2. Produce research projects that employ and integrate a variety of academic sources which are correctly 

documented; 
3. Recognize major authors, works, and historical and cultural contexts of world, English, and American 

contemporary literature; 
4. Analyze literary works to develop  ideas relevant to culture and relationships in personal and civic experiences; 

 

Educator Standards 
For students seeking certification, this course will cover aspects of the following TEA educator competencies: 
 
English Language Arts and Reading EC-6 Subject I: 
Competency 004 (Literacy Development: The teacher understands that literacy develops over time, progressing from 
emergent to proficient stages and uses a variety of approaches to support the development of students’ literacy.  
Competency 006 (Fluency Reading): The teacher understands the importance of fluency for reading comprehension and 
provides many opportunities for students to improve their reading fluency.  
Competency 007 (Reading Comprehension and Applications): The teacher understands the importance of reading for 
understanding, knows the components and processes of reading comprehension and teaches students strategies for 
improving their comprehension, including using a variety of texts and contexts.  
Competency 009 (Reading, Inquiry, and Research): The teacher understands the importance of research and inquiry 
skills to students’ academic success and provides students with instruction that promotes their acquisition and effective 
use of those study skills in the content areas.  
Competency 010 (Writing Conventions): The teacher understands the conventions of writing in English and provides 
instruction that helps students develop proficiency in applying writing conventions. 

https://www.sulross.edu/bb/


Competency 011 (Written Communication): The teacher understands that writing to communicate is a developmental 
process and provides instruction that promotes students’ competence in written communication.  
Competency 012 (Viewing and Representing): The teacher understands skills for interpreting, analyzing, evaluating, and 
producing visual images and messages in various types of media, and provides students with opportunities to develop in 
this area.  
Competency 013 (Assessment of Developing Literacy): The teacher understands the basic principles of literacy 
assessment and uses a variety of assessments to guide literacy instruction. 
 
English Language Arts and Reading 4-8 Domain II:  
Competency 004 (Reading Comprehension and Assessment): The teacher understands the importance of reading for 
understanding, knows components and processes of reading comprehension and teaches students strategies for 
improving their comprehension.  
Competency 005 (Reading Applications): The teacher understands reading skills and strategies appropriate for various 
types of texts and contexts and taches students to apply those skills and strategies to enhance their reading proficiency.  
Competency 006 (Written Language—Writing Conventions): The teacher understands the conventions of written English 
and provides instruction that helps students develop proficiency in applying written conventions. 
Competency 007 (Written Language—Composition): The teacher understands that writing to communicate is a 
developmental process and provides instruction that promotes students’ competence in written communication.  
Competency 008 (Study and Inquiry Skills): The teacher understands the importance of study and inquiry skills as tools 
for learning in the content areas and promotes students’ development in applying study and inquiry skills. 
 
English Language Arts and Reading 4-8 Domain II:  
Competency 004 (Reading Comprehension and Assessment): The teacher understands the importance of reading for 
understanding, knows components and processes of reading comprehension and teaches students strategies for 
improving their comprehension.  
Competency 005 (Reading Applications): The teacher understands reading skills and strategies appropriate for various 
types of texts and contexts and taches students to apply those skills and strategies to enhance their reading proficiency.  
Competency 006 (Written Language—Writing Conventions): The teacher understands the conventions of written English 
and provides instruction that helps students develop proficiency in applying written conventions. 
Competency 007 (Written Language—Composition): The teacher understands that writing to communicate is a 
developmental process and provides instruction that promotes students’ competence in written communication.  
Competency 008 (Study and Inquiry Skills): The teacher understands the importance of study and inquiry skills as tools 
for learning in the content areas and promotes students’ development in applying study and inquiry skills. 
 
BA English Program Marketable Skills 

1. Students will communicate effectively in writing and speaking. 
2.  Students will use different research strategies to address problems and develop ideas that engage a variety of 

perspectives.  
3. Students will recognize how social and cultural contexts shape meaning and language. 

 
Course Outcomes 
By the end of this course, students should be able to: 

 define contemporary literature (discussions and tests) 

 Display a working knowledge of contemporary  literature (discussions, literary analysis, and tests) 

 trace the historical development of contemporary literature (tests) 

 Analyze contemporary literary works from various genres using appropriate and correct terminology 

(discussions and literary analysis) 

 Explain in writing how poets and authors convey theme using elements of literature (discussions and literary 

analysis) 

 
Required Texts  
All readings will be found in Blackboard including the course textbook below: 



Jago, Carol, Renée H. Shea, Lawrence Scanlon, Robin Dissin Aufses.  Literature & Composition: Reading • Writing • 
Thinking, Bedford St. Martins, 2011. 
 
Resources 
Libraries 
The Sul Ross Library offers FREE resources and services to the entire SRSU community. Access and borrow books, 
articles, and more by visiting the library’s website, library.sulross.edu. Off-campus access requires logging in with your 
LoboID and password. Librarians are a tremendous resource for your coursework and can be reached in person, by email 
(srsulibrary@sulross.edu), or phone (432-837-8123). 
  
The Southwest Texas Junior College (SWTJC) Libraries at Uvalde, Del Rio, and Eagle Pass offer additional access to library 
spaces and resources. Del Rio, Eagle Pass, and Uvalde students may additionally use online resources available through 
SWTJC website, library.swtjc.edu. The SWTJC Libraries serve as pick-up locations for InterLibrary Loan (ILL) and 
Document Delivery from the Alpine campus. 
 
Grade Determination 
Assignment    Date Due  Points Possible 
Discussions (four)   Saturdays   20%     
Expository Essay   7/16    20% 
Poetry Analysis     7/23    20% 
Fiction Analysis    8/6    20% 
 
Grading 
A:  90 – 100 
B: 80 – 89 
C: 70 – 79 
D: 60 – 69 
F: 0 - 59 
The textbook, Literature & Composition: Reading • Writing • Thinking, is abbreviated as Lit & Comp 

Week Reading Turn In 

7/7-7/13 Lit & Comp Ch 2 on analyzing poetry 
Throughout this week, also read the following 
poetry: Mora “Immigrants,” (132), Ortiz Cofer “The 
Latin Deli” (141), Brooks “We Real Cool” (510), 
Brathwaite “Ogun” (515), Soto “Mexicans Begin 
Jogging” (518), Alexie “The Powwow” (519), Alvarez 
“First Muse” (521), Handal “Caribe in Nueva York” 
(523), St. Vincent Millay “Love is not all” (674), 
Atwood “Siren Song” (676), Bishop “One Art” (677), 
Collins “Weighing the Dog” (681), Hirshfield “This 
was once a love poem” (682) 

 
Discussion #1 7/10 
 

     

7/14-7/20 Lit & Comp Ch 3 (59-91) on analyzing fiction  

 Throughout this week, also read the following 
fiction: Olsen “I Stand Here Ironing” (265), 
Viramontes “The Moths” (272), Chai “Saving 
Sourdi” (281), Ellison “I Yam What I Am” (333), 
Esquivel “January: Christmas Rolls” (339), Lahiri 
“Interpreter of Maladies” (434), Menéndez “In Cuba 
I Was a German Shepherd” (481), Gilb “Love in L.A.” 
(664) 

Expository Essay 7/16 

   Discussion #2  7/17   

   



   

7/21-7/27 Lit & Comp Ch 3 (92-102) on analyzing drama  

 Throughout this week, also read the following 
drama: McNally Andre’s Mother (100), Glaspell 
Trifles (102), Coburn excerpt from The Gin Game 
(99). 

Poetry Analysis 7/23 

   

7/28-8/3 Lit & Comp readings:  Baldwin “Sonny’s Blues” 
(1041), Gilman “The Yellow Wallpaper” (1066), 
Carver “Cathedral” (1079), Oliver “Singapore” 
(1113), Collins “The Blues” (1116), Hopper 
“Nighthawks” (1117), Sadoff “Hopper’s 
‘Nighthawks’” (1118), Ludvigson “Inventing My 
Parents” (1119) 

Discussion #3 7/31 

  Discussion #3 7/31 

   

8/4-8/10 Lit & Comp readings: O’Connor “A Good Man Is 
Hard to Find” (1211), Walker “Everyday Use” 
(1226), Rushdie “The Free Radio” (1244) 

Fiction Analysis 8/6 

  Discussion #4 8/7   

    

   

 
 

Course Policies 
Policies 
Academic Integrity. 
Academic dishonesty hurts everyone and reduces the value of college degrees.  
Doing someone else’s work, presenting the ideas and work of others as your own, submitting the same paper for 
multiple classes, and/or failing to cite your sources when you utilize the ideas of others are all examples of academic 
dishonesty.  
It is your responsibility to read and understand the university’s policy on academic dishonesty in the SRSU Student 
Handbook, as all violations will be taken seriously and handled through the appropriate university process. The Student 
Handbook can be found at: https://www.sulross.edu/page/2454/student-handbook (page 80). In addition, please note 
that plagiarism detection software may be used in this class for written assignments, as well as monitoring software for 
course exams. 
 A grade of “F” for the course will be assigned if assignments exhibit any of these kinds of scholastic dishonesty.  If you 
have any questions about this, please ask! 
 
Turning in Assignments and Grade Complaints 
To pass the class you must successfully complete and turn in each assignment by the due date—submit written 
assignments to Blackboard (I will not accept email submissions) and be in class via Zoom on the day when in-class work 
is due.  All assignments must be turned in to pass this course. 
 
Please discuss your grades with me during the summer.  You have the right to appeal your grade as you can see in the 
Student Handbook at 
https://www.sulross.edu/sites/default/files//sites/default/files/users/docs/stulife/student_handbook_2019-2020.pdf 
(page 13).  If you disagree with a grade you receive, you should discuss it with the instructor of the course. If you are not 
satisfied with results of that discussion, make an appointment to discuss it with the Chair of the Humanities Department, 
Dr. Sally Roche at smoreman@sulross.edu, and phone 830 703-4837.  If your grievance is not resolved, contact the dean, 
Dr. Patricia Nicosia at pnicosia@sulross.edu.  Any grievance regarding a grade must be filed within one year of receiving 
the grade.  
  

https://www.sulross.edu/sites/default/files/sites/default/files/users/docs/stulife/student_handbook_2019-2020.pdf


University Programs and Services 
SRSU Disability Services.  Sul Ross State University (SRSU) is committed to equal access in compliance with Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1973. It is SRSU policy to provide reasonable accommodations to students with documented 
disabilities. It is the student’s responsibility to initiate a request each semester for each class.  
Alpine students seeking accessibility/accommodations services should contact Rebecca Greathouse Wren, LPC-S, SRSU’s 
Accessibility Services Coordinator at 432-837-8203 (please leave a message and they will get back to you as soon as they 
can during working hours), or email rebecca.wren@sulross.edu. Ms. Greathouse Wren’s office is located on the first 
floor of Ferguson Hall (Suite 112), and the mailing address is P.O. Box C-122, Sul Ross State University, Alpine, Texas, 
79832. 
RGC students seeking accessibility services should contact Paulette Harris, Executive Assistant to the Vice President and 
Dean, at 830-279-3023 or email pharris@sulross.edu.  Ms. Harris’s office is at 2623 Garner Field Road, Uvalde, TX 78801 
(this is the mailing address too).   
 
SRSU Distance Education Statement. Students enrolled in distance education courses have equal access to the 
university’s academic support services, such as library resources, online databases, and instructional technology support. 
For more information about accessing these resources, visit the SRSU website. Students should correspond using Sul 
Ross email accounts and submit online assignments through Blackboard, which requires secure login information to 
verify students’ identities and to protect students’ information. The procedures for filing a student complaint are 
included in the student handbook. Students enrolled in distance education courses at Sul Ross are expected to adhere to 
all policies pertaining to academic honesty and appropriate student conduct, as described in the student handbook. 
Students in web-based courses must maintain appropriate equipment and software, according to the needs and 
requirements of the course, as outlined on the SRSU website. 
  
Technical Support 
SRSU 24/7 Blackboard Technical Support: Toll Free: 888.837.6055 or email blackboardsupport@sulross.edu 

Lobo Technology Assistance Center is located at all sites: 

 ACR 105 at the Alpine Campus. 

 Room 304 at the Del Rio Campus. 

 D119 at the Eagle Pass Campus. 

 B106 at Uvalde Campus. 

  

Alpine Campus Phone: 432-837-8888 (x8888) 

RGC Campuses Phone: 830-703-4899 (x4899) 

Toll Free number: 1-888-837-2882 

Email:  techassist@sulross.edu 

Report Suspicious Email:  abuse@sulross.edu 

Hours of Operation: 

Monday - Friday 8:00am to 5:00pm 
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