
Sul Ross State University 
 
Course Number: English 5306 
 
Course Title: British Literature and Culture 
 
Term and Year: Fall  2015 
 
Course Location and Online and TBA 
Meeting Times:  
 
Professor: Dr. Ian Peddie 
 MAB 111 
 
Office Hours:  By appt 
 
Professor’s Contacts: Email:   ian.peddie@sulross.edu  
 Phone: 432-837-8154   
 
Required Text: Barker, Pat.  Regeneration 
 Heaney, Seamus.  Opened Ground 
 Orwell. George.  The Road to Wigan Pier 
 Phillips, Caryl.  Crossing the River 
 Winterson, Jeanette.  Oranges are Not the Only Fruit 
             
Course Description 
English 5306 will introduce students to twentieth century and contemporary British culture and 
literature.  Using the work of various authors, students can expect to encounter many of the major 
themes central to British society over the last century or so.    
 
Course Objectives: 
 

• To understand critical and theoretical approaches to the study of literature, language,  
   and the arts and their roles in society 
• To read, interpret, and evaluate texts, especially literary ones, as aesthetic works and  

sites of cultural production and exchange 
• To provide effective communication skills in and about a variety of media related  

to the study of literature, language, and culture 
  • To develop proficiency in research and scholarly methods 

• To discuss the role of language from historical, social, and global perspectives  
• To foster appreciation for globally-diverse cultural activities and traditions. 

 
 
ADA (Americans With Disabilities Act) 
Sul Ross State University (SRSU) is committed to equal access in compliance with Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1973. It is SRSU policy to provide reasonable accommodations to students with 
documented disabilities. It is the Student’s responsibility to initiate a request. Please contact Ms. 
Rebecca Greathouse Wren, M.Ed., LPC-S, Director/Counselor, Accessibility Services Coordinator, 



Ferguson Hall (Suite 112) at 432.837.8203; mailing address is P.O. Box C-122, Sul Ross State University, 
Alpine, Texas 79832. Students should then contact the instructor as soon as possible to initiate the 
recommended accommodations. 
 
 
Grading Scale   
A    90 – 100  (Excellent)  B   80 – 89   (Good)          C    70 – 79 (Fair)      
D   60 – 69  (Poor)                         F     below 60   (Failure) 
 
 

Annotated bibliography 15% of the student’s final grade 

Research Assignment 25% of the student’s final grade 

 journal assignments 15% of the student’s final grade 

Student Engagement/participation 20% of the student’s final grade 

Retrospective 10% of the student’s final grade 

Final Exam 15% of the student’s final grade 

 
Expectations of Students  
Technology will be used to deliver content, provide resources, assess learning, and facilitate interaction 
both within this classroom and in the larger learning community. All students need to have access to a 
computer. If you do not have one, computer labs are available on campus.  Students can expect to 
access the course materials and grades via Blackboard, and should therefore check Blackboard regularly 
as course changes will always be announced and recorded on the course site.  
 
Coursework 
Course Journal: The course journal will consist of your thoughts, responses, questions, and ideas 
pursuant to the texts of elements generated by the texts. Your journal responses should be about half to 
three quarters of a page, single spaced.  Your responses could run from something that catches your eye 
to a problem or a concern, to a textual, social, political adumbration etc.  Remember that you are not 
expected to have all of the answers but if you have then let us have them!  Note that these responses 
are not summaries or descriptions.  Be frugal with the use of “I” and be wary of “I think” and its 
variations too. Do no research; I am interested in what you have got to say rather than the opinions of 
another.  Needless to say, correct syntax, grammar and so on is expected.  You are required to write 
eight journal entries, which is about two per week. 
 
Assignments:  Students in English 5306 will be required to follow the reading, writing, and discussion 
environment schedule as presented in the syllabus and be prepared to discuss assignments at the “class 
period” in which they are due.  Students will be expected to write assignments consistently and timely, 
as this online course only works as well as the students completing the work.  Again, the online course 
works best if you do the work at the time it is assigned—I have found that the course works much, much 
better if we are all working in tandem. 
 
Communication Policy:  I prefer that you contact me initially via email for most situations.  In most 
circumstances, you can expect me to respond within 3 hours of your request.  Please make sure you 
mention the course name, course meeting time, and a brief explanation when you email me.  
Communications received after 5:00 p.m. will usually be returned the next day.  On the weekend or 



when I’m away from campus (i.e. at a conference, etc.), my response will be irregular.  When 
corresponding by email, I will communicate with you using ONLY your Sul Ross email account.  You 
should check your email account every day.  Email sent from other domains (yahoo.com, gmail.com, 
hotmail.com, etc.) will not receive a reply because of restrictions in the Family Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act (FERPA). 
 
Assignment Submission Policy:  ALL written assignments composed outside of class, unless otherwise 
indicated, MUST BE TYPED.  They will need to be formatted according to the assignment requirements 
which will, in most cases, be according to the conventions of the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research 
Papers, 7th edition.  ALL written assignments composed outside of class, unless otherwise indicated, 
must be submitted through Blackboard.  No assignment will be assessed or evaluated unless the above 
policies are followed. 
  
Late Paper Policy: Students are expected to submit all assignments including homework, in-class 
assignments, and major writing assignments ON TIME as indicated by the professor in the course 
schedule.  If you submit an assignment after the closing date/time, I or the appropriate dropbox will tag 
your submission as “LATE.”   Do not email papers to me. 
 
Academic Integrity:  Sul Ross students are expected to adhere to the highest standards of academic 
integrity and are expected to encourage others to do the same. Further, students are expected to take 
responsible action when there is reason to suspect dishonesty on the part of others. While it is not 
possible to list all acts of academic dishonesty, examples include knowingly performing, attempting to 
perform, or assisting another in performing any act of academic dishonesty; cheating; plagiarism; 
collusion; submitting previously submitted material; misrepresentation or falsification of material; 
misrepresentation of circumstances such as illness, conflicting responsibilities.  Additional details on 
academic integrity are found in the college catalogue.  Academic dishonesty carries severe penalties 
ranging from a grade of “0” on the affected assignment to dismissal from Sul Ross State University.  

 
Academic Respect:  Students are expected to abide by class policies and procedures and to treat faculty 
and other students in a professional, respectful manner.  Students are expected to be familiar with the 
student conduct code published in the Student Handbook. 
 
Course Changes  
The course syllabus provides a general plan for this course.  The professor reserves the right to make 
changes to the syllabus, including changes to assignments, projects, case studies, examinations, and so 
forth, in order to accommodate the needs of the class as a whole and to fulfill the goals of the course. 
 
Look to Blackboard announcements and resources for frequent links that you will find useful 
 
7/7 Course introduction.  Familiarize yourself with the basics of WWI; WWI poetry (handout); watch 

the following readings: Sassoon: “Suicide in the Trenches”: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aLuTiITZykg; Sassoon: “The Dug Out,” Sassoon: “Attack,”  

 
7/8 Barker: Regeneration, 1-60; Documentary: Wilfred Owen: A Remembrance.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zsPdEgC0wdk&t=2346s; watch the following: Owen: 
“Dulce Et Decorum Est Pro Patria Mori”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qB4cdRgIcB8; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aLuTiITZykg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qB4cdRgIcB8


Owen: “Anthem for Doomed Youth,” Owen: “The Last Laugh”: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gFMxZwyBidE 

 
7/9 Barker: Regeneration, 60-120; In Our Time: Seigfried Sassoon: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pe-lVrWud7w 
 
7/12 Barker: Regeneration, 120-184 
 
7/13 Barker, Regeneration, 184-end 
 
7/14 Orwell, Wigan Pier, 1- 50 and “The Road to Wigan Pier: 75 Years On”: 

http://www.theguardian.com/books/2011/feb/20/orwell-wigan-pier-75-years 
  
7/15 Orwell, 50-104 
 
7/19 Orwell, 105-169 
 
7/20 Orwell, 170-end 
 
7/21 Heaney, Death of a Naturalist (all) and “Requiem for the Croppies,” “Bogland,” “Anahorish,” 

“Toome,” “The Tollund Man,” “Mother of the Groom,”  “England’s Difficulty,” 
7/22 Heaney, North (all); Field Work (all) 
 
7/26 Heaney, Selections TBA of later works; Heaney obits: 

http://www.bbc.com/news/entertainment-arts-13930435 and 
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2013/aug/30/seamus-heaney 

 
7/27 Winterson, Oranges, 1-52 
 
7/28 Winterson, Oranges, 52-127 
 
7/29 Winterson, Oranges, 128-end 
 
8/2  Phillips: Crossing the River, 1-72; Philips, “A Northern Soul”: 

https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2005/oct/22/photography.communities 
 
8/3 Phillips: Crossing the River, 73-124 
 
8/4 Phillips: Crossing the River, 125-173 
 
8/5 Phillips: Crossing the River 173-end and Review 
 
8/9  Final Exam 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bbc.com/news/entertainment-arts-13930435


 

 


