
Course Syllabus:  History 2302: Summer II 2021 

Sul Ross State University: Dr. Mark Saad Saka 

Msaka@sulross.edu/ 432-837-8304  

Course Objective The objective of this course is to provide a survey of World History Since 1500.   

Course Required Readings: The below text is available for free online:   

http://glhssocialstudies.weebly.com/world-history-textbook---pdf-copy.html 

Course Requirements  

There are a few requirements for the successful completion of this course.  

1. Locate the online textbook. 

2. You will be required to read the materials assigned and to turn in written reviews that will be turned 

in through Blackboard.  

3. Each review should answer the review questions for each chapter as listed in this syllabus and each 

review should be four to five pages in length (double spaced, 12 font, one inch margins)  

4. The reviews must be turned in on the assigned date, for each day that an assignment is turned in late, 

one letter grade will be deducted from the possible points. After four days later, an assignment will not 

be accepted as the grade will be an automatic F.  

5. Each assignment will be graded as such; 90-100 points =A; 80-89=B; 70-79=C; 60-69=D; 0-59=F.  

6. The total possible points for 21 assignments (21 chapters 12-32) will be 2,100 points. At the end of the 

semester I will add your points together; 1880-2100=A; 1660-1880=B; 1440-1660=C; 1220-1440=D; 0-

1220=F  

Distance Education Statement Distance Education Resources • Students enrolled in distance education 

courses have equal access to the university’s academic support services, library resources, and 

instructional technology support. For more information about accessing these resources, visit the SRSU 

website. Students should submit online assignments through Blackboard or SRSU email, which require 

secure login information to verify students’ identities and to protect students’ information. The 

procedures for filing a student complaint are included in the student handbook.  

Academic Honesty: Students enrolled in distance education courses at Sul Ross are expected to adhere 

to all policies pertaining to academic honesty and appropriate student conduct, as described in the 

student handbook.  

Technological Expectations Students in web-based courses must maintain appropriate equipment and 

software, according to the needs and requirements of the course, as outlined on the SRSU website.  

Communicating with the Professor: • The best way to contact me is through email at 

Msaka@sulross.edu. I will try to respond as soon as possible. If you do not receive a reply within 24 

hours, please resend your email or call my office at 432.837-8304.  

http://glhssocialstudies.weebly.com/world-history-textbook---pdf-copy.html


 

Marketability Skills of a History Major  

SLO 1—The history student will demonstrate historical research skills in a logically organized, written 

paper that is mechanically correct and supported by relevant documentation of historical content. 

Marketable skills---Students can identify useful resources from a pool of data. Students can select and 

organize data in a relevant manner. Students can make written presentations to various audiences.  

SLO 2—The history student will demonstrate the ability to write about topics in historiography and how 

those topics are interpreted. Marketable skills---Students can utilize data to persuade various audiences. 

Students can utilize data to generate and strengthen ideas. Students can decipher stances adopted by 

various individuals.  

SLO 3—The history student will demonstrate knowledge of American History, World History, and 

NonAmerican History. Marketable Skills---Students can meet deadlines in a successful manner. Students 

can discharge responsibilities in an adequate manner. Students can manage the absorption of data 

 

Course Outline: 

July 8--read the syllabus, obtain the free online textbook, and email me and let me know that you have 

located the textbook, read the syllabus, and understand the requirements for the course or ask me any 

questions you have about the structure of the course.  

July 12-chapter 12-Renaissance and Reformation 

July 13—chapter 13—The Age of Exploration 

July 14-chapter 14-Crisis and Absolutism 

July 15-chapter 15-The Muslim Empires 

July 16-chapter 16-The East Asian World 

 

July 19-chapter 17-Revolution and Enlightenment 

July 20-chapter 18-The French Revolution and Napoleon 

July 21-chapter 19-Industrialization and Nationalism 

July 22-chapter 20-Mass Society and Democracy 

July 23-chapter 21-the height of Imperialism 

 

July 26-chapter 22-East Asia Under Challenge 

July 27-chapter 23-War and revolution 



July 28-chapter 24-the West between the wars 

July 29-chapter 25-natioanlism around the world 

July 30-chapter 26-World War II 

 

Aug. 02-chapter 27-Cold War and Postwar Challenges please note that this is the last date to withdraw 

from the class with a grade of W. 

Aug 03—chapter 28---the contemporary western world-- 

Aug. 04-chapter 29-Latin America 

Aug. 05-chapter 30-Africa and the Middle East Since 1945-the contemporary western world 

Aug. 06-chapter 31-Asia and the Pacific Since 1945 to the present 

 

Aug. 09-chapter 32-changing global patterns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Review Questions for Chapter 12 

1. Geography Skills-Which Italian city-states did not have a seacoast? How could traders from 

the landlocked city-states gain access to the sea-coast? 

2. Reality Check-What attracted the French King Charles VIII to Italy? 

3. Reading Check—What was Machiavelli’s central thesis in the seminal book The Prince? 

4. Explain why the Italian city0states were so prosperous? 

5. What was Machiavelli’s view on human nature? 

6. Contrast the social structure of late-Medieval/Early Modern Europe between the nobility, the 

peasantry, and the townspeople? 

7. Critical Thinking-Why has Leonardo Da Vinci been viewed as the model for the Renaissance 

man? 

8. Why did Dante choose NOT to write his Divine Comedy in Latin? Why would the use of Virgil 

make Dante’s poem seem more legitimate to Renaissance scholars? 

9. Describe Petrarch’s contribution to the development of humanism? 

10. How was humanism reflected in the art of Renaissance artists? 

11. How did Erasmus pave the way for the Reformation? 

12. How did Luther and the Roman Catholic Church differ on achieving salvation? 

13. In what ways does Luther’s “95 Theses” represent a turning point in history? 

14. Discuss the impact of the Edict of Worms 

15. Why dd so many German princes support Luther? 

16. Critical Thinking—In what ways did Martin Luther’s religious reforms lead to conflict? How 

were thee conflicts resolved? 

17. How and why did Protestantism spread throughout Europe? Who were the major figures in 

the spread of Protestantism (Zwingli, Calvin, and Henry VIII)? 

18. How did the Protestant Reformation affect women? 

19. What is anti-Semitism and how did the religious conflicts within Christendom after Europe’s 

Jewish population? 

20. How did the Catholic Church respond to the Protestant Reformation? Who was Ignatius of 

Loyola? What is the significance of the Council ofTrent?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Review Questions for Chapter 13 

1. Geography Skills-Which continents were first affected by European expansion 1440-1650 and 

why? 

2. Why did the Spanish and the Portuguese sign the Treaty of Tordesillas? 

3. How did the Caravel’s design help early European explorers? 

4. What were the sources of technology used by early European explorers? 

5. Critical Thinking—What forces in the mid-1400s come together that made the age of European 

expansion possible?   

6. Identifying--How did mercantilism relate to early European exploration? 

7.  Synthesizing--In what ways does Columbus’ voyage represent a turning point in world 

history? 

8. Explain—Why were the Portuguese the first successful European explorers? 

9. Evaluating—What impact did European technology, disease, animals, and food, have on 

Native Americans? How did the Columbian Exchange affect both Europe and the Americas? 

10. Geography Skills—What part of Africa was the greatest source of enslaved people? Why? 

11. Human-Environment Interaction—What is the connection between the African slave trade 

and the triangular trade? 

12. Describe the purpose and path of the triangular trade? 

13. Critical Thinking-What impact did the Columbian Exchange and the African slave trade have on 

the populations and future of the Americas and Africa? 

14. Define—How did the encomienda system and what affect did this labor system have on 

Native American populations? 

15. What criticism did Father Bartolome de las Casas have on the encomienda system and the 

European treatment of the indigenous peoples of the Americas in general? 

16. Critical Thinking—In return for natural resources and products, a parent country provided its 

colonies with finished manufactured countries. How could this affect a country’s economic 

future after it became an independent state after independence? 

17. Critical Thinking--How did the expansion of Europe affect the demographics of the America? 

Would this demographic reality have differed if China, the Islamic Middle East, or other 

Eurasian civilizations “explored and conquered” the Americas?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Review Questions for Chapter 14 

1. Geography Skills-What difficulties must Philip II of Hapsburg Spain have encountered 

administering an empire the size of his empire? 

2. Geography Skills-Regions-Why was it for Philip II of Spain to maintain a good relationship with 

the Holy Roman Empire? 

3. What did Philip II hope to accomplish by invading England in 1588? 

4. Why was the defeat of the Spanish Armada in 1588 a turning point in history? 

5. Critical Thinking-Analyze which of the major three nations—Spain, France, or England lost the 

most power and standing during their religious and political conflicts? 

6. Drawing conclusions—What did Elizabeth II hope to achieve or avoid-with her moderate 

foreign policy of balancing power between Spain and France? 

7. Comparing—How did the Witchcraft trials compare with the Inquisition? 

8. What three major powers battled for European leadership during the Thirty Year’s War? 

9. Critical Thinking-the Big Picture—Which nation emerged stronger after the Thirty Year’s War? 

Did Thirty Years of fighting accomplish any of the original goals or motives for fighting the 

war? 

10. How di Louis XIV maintain absolute power? 

11. Why was the Austrian monarchy unable to create a highly centralized absolutist state? 

12. Describe the western customs and practices that Peter the Great introduced into Russia. 

13. Critical Thinking—Compare and contrast the absolutist monarchies of Philip XIV, Frederick the 

Great and Peter the Great. 

14. Explain why building roads and canals and constructing a seaport (in modern language—

infrastructure) would increase a nation’s wealth and power. 

15. Why was it so important that Peter the Great had a port to the Baltic? 

16. When was the “Golden Age” of Spanish literature and who set the standard for playwrights? 

17. Describe what Don Quixote reveals about the nature of Spanish character? 

18. Critical Thinking—How did the Elizabethan theater provide a reflection of English society? 

19. Assess how or if, John Locke’s Treatises on Government would justify the Glorious Revolution? 

20. According to Thomas Hobbes, why was absolute power needed? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Review Questions for Chapter 15 

1. Geography Skills-Name the places and dates for three battles that took place as the Ottomans 

expanded into Europe. 

2. Place—locate places of strategic expansion for Ottoman expansion. 

3. Discuss how superior weaponry aided the Ottoman siege of Constantinople. 

4. Identify the four main occupational groups in Ottoman economy and society. 

5. Critical thinking—Describe the organization of Ottoman government and explain why it was 

effective. 

6. Geography Skills--What about Instanbul’s location made it a trading center? 

7. Critical Thinking-Evaluating-Explain how the problems in the Ottoman Empire may have begun 

under the reign of Suleyman the Magnificent? 

8. What changes ultimately led to the decline and eventual disintegration of the Ottoman 

Empire? 

9. Geography Skills—What geographic factors hindered the expansion of the Safavid Empire to 

the east and to the west? 

10.  Geography Skills-Location—What geographic and physical barriers were to the north and the 

south of the Safavid Empire? 

11. What led to the fighting between the Safavids and the Ottomans? 

12. Describe how the Safavids tried to bring the Turkic and Persian peoples together? 

13. Critical Thinking—What was the advantage of moving the Safavid capital from Tabriz to 

Esfahan? 

14. Geography Skills—What physical characteristics in the Indian sub-continent contributed to the 

Mughal’s failure to expand south? 

15. Explain Akbar’s attitudes towards military conquest. 

16. What was the key to Akbar’s successful rule? 

17. How did Akbar’s religious policy affect his government and Indian society? 

18. How did the policies of Robert Clive affect English trade with India? 

19. What problems do you foresee n allowing a private trading company to assume the powers of 

government? 

20. Analyze the impact of Mughal rule on the Hindi and Muslim people of India.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Review Questions for Chapter 16 

1. What were the achievements of the Ming Dynasty? 

2. What major bodies of water did Zheng He have to navigate in his voyages? 

3. List the ways in which the Ming and the Qing Dynasties tried to limit contact between 

Europeans and the Chinese people. Why did the British initially accept such restrictions? 

4. Explain how the pigtail (queue) become a political symbol under the Qing Dynasty? 

5. Critical Thinking—the Big Idea. What was the general attitude of the Chinese regarding trade 

with the Western world? Give some examples from the text to support your answers. 

6. Critical Thinking-Making Connections- Why is it so important to have a balance of trade 

between a country and its trading partner? 

7. How did changes in agriculture affect the growth of the Chinese population? 

8. Describe the role of women in China. 

9. Describe the significance of the Chinese extended family. 

10. Identify the economic changes in China between 1500 and 1800. 

11. Explain why the Imperial City was also the Forbidden City. 

12. Geography Skills-What physical characteristic enabled Japan to become isolated from the 

world under Tokugawa leyasu? 

13. Geography Skills-Movement—what challenges did Hideyoshi face in his military face in his 

military campaigns to conquer Korea? 

14. Sequence the events that led to the unification of Japan. 

15. Comparing—Compare how the Japanese and European feudal systems were so similar. 

16. Why would a code of conduct be important under a feudal order? 

17. Critical Thinking—The Big Idea-What events led to Japan and Korea practicing cultural 

isolation? 

18. Geography Skills—Movement—How did trade influence the spread of religions throughout 

much of Southeast Asia? 

19. List the fur styles of monarchy in Southeast Asia. 

20. Why were the Southeast Asian mainland states able to resist Europeans? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Review Questions for Chapter 17 

1. What role did mathematics play in the scientific revolution? 

2. Heliocentric vs. geocentric 

3. Nicolaus Copernicus (1473-1543) 

4. Francis Bacon 1561-1626) 

5. Isaac newton 1642-1727) 

6. Johannes Kepler 1571-1630) 

7. Galileo Galilea (1564-1642) 

8. Robert Boyle (1627-1691) 

9. Maria Winkleman (1670-1720) 

10. What are the characteristics of the scientific method? 

11. John Locke 

12. Voltaire 

13. Montesquieu 

14. Denis Diderot 

15. Adam Smith 

16. Jean Jacques Rousseau 

17. Mary Wollstonecraft 

18. Tsarista Catherine the Great 

19. Emperor Frederick the Great 

20. Empress Maria Teresa  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Review Questions for chapter 18 

1, Which groups made up the Three Estates in pre-revolutionary France? 

2. Which estate was most heavily taxed and simultaneously had the least political representation? 

3. Why did the Third Estate object to how votes were counted in the Estates General? 

4. What was the role of women in the French Revolution? 

5. Why was the Roman Catholic Church targeted for reform by the revolutionaries? 

6. Critical Thinking—what were the main affirmations of the Declarations of the Rights of Man? 

7. Critical Thinking—Explaining—how were the social and political concerns of the Three Estates 

different? 

8. What was the significance of the Constitution of 1791? 

9.  How did the Committee on Public Safety identify “enemies of the state?” 

10. Explain the rise and fall of the “Reign of Terror”. 

11. What impact did the execution of the Royal Family have on the monarchies of Europe? 

12. How did the revolutionary army help create nationalism? 

 13. What personal properties gained Napoleon so much popular support? 

14. What was the overall effect of Napoleon’s Civil Code? 

15. How did being a sea power help Great Britain survive attacks by Napoleon’s France? 

16. How did nationalism unify those countries that the French invaded? 

17. Why did Napoleon invade Russia? 

18. What was the impact of the French Revolution on world history? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Review Questions for Chapter 19 

1. Geography Skills-what geographic factors help explain why industrialization began in England. 

2. How did factory tasks differ from traditional work? 

3. How ere adult and child factory workers disciplined? 

4. Geography Skills—why was a rail connection to Liverpool important to manufacturers in 

Manchester? 

5. In what ways was the development of the steam engine a cause of the industrial revolution? 

6. Explain how government policy influenced the spread of industrialization in Europe. 

7. Critical Thinking-How might the industrial middle classes and industrial working classes 

differed in their views of the industrial revolution? 

8. How did socialists respond to the new and harsh working conditions affecting the industrial 

working classes? 

9. What were the goals of European leaders at the Congress of Vienna in 1815? 

10. How did Liberalism and Nationalism present a challenge to the Conservative domination of 

Europe in the early 1800s? 

11. Geography Skills—Name three nationalities in 19th Century Hungary. 

12. Critical Thinking—How did the economic and social changes brought about by the industrial 

revolution contribute to the rise of Liberalism? 

13. Why did Great Britain not join the Revolutions of 1848? 

14. What countries did experience revolutions in 1848? 

15. How did the Crimean War destroy the Concert of Europe? 

16. Why did Alexander II of Russia turn against the reforms of his father? 

17. Summarize Bismarck’s and Cavour’s  methods for achieving unification in their respective 

countries.  

18. How did Charles Darwin’s theory of natural selection influence the way people saw the world? 

19. Critical Thinking—How did scientific developments affect the cultural movements of the 19th-

century? 

20. Critical Thinking—How did Romanticism compare to the ideas of the Enlightenment? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Review Questions for Chapter 20 

1. Geography Skills-Locate the areas that have the heaviest concentration of industry? What 

geographic factors could have helped these areas become heavily industrialized? 

2. Critical Thinking Skills-How did the automobile accelerate changes in the business world? 

3. Critical Thinking Skills-What are the major benefits and costs of automotive technology? 

4. Why did Europe dominate the world economy by the beginning of the twentieth century? 

5. How did the first industrial revolution differ from the second industrial revolution? 

6. How would summarize Karl Marx’s and Frederick Engel’s theory of capital, labor, and 

revolution as expressed in the Communist Manifesto? 

7. Name the major groups in the social structure in 19th century industrial Europe? 

8. What was the basic aim of the suffragists? 

9. Define the term universal education and explain why the industrial revolution propel the 

movement foe universal education? 

10. Why did the birthrate decline in the 19th century? 

11. What was the role of the Duma in Tsarist Russia? 

12. List the series of events that led to unrest in Russia in 1905 and culminated in “Bloody 

Sunday”? 

13. Describe how the United States became an industrial power in the late 19th and early 20th 

centuries? What problems did industrialization cause the United States and how did people 

attempt to solve some of these problems? 

14. Critical Thinking—Which country do you think had a stronger democracy at the end of the 19th 

century; England or France? 

15. Why were the Serbs outraged when Austria-Hungary annexed Bosnia and Herzegovina? 

16. How did Darwinian notion of natural selection lead to the development of social Darwinism 

and racial Darwinism and genocide? 

17. Who was Theodor Herzl and why did he advocate Zionism, the creation of a Jewish homeland 

in Ottoman Palestine? How did the rise of anti-Semitism in Europe contribute to the 

movement of European Jews to Ottoman Palestine? 

18.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Review Questions for Chapter 21 

 

Review Questions for Chapter 22 



 

Review Questions for Chapter 23 

 

Review Questions for Chapter 24 

 

Review Questions for Chapter 25 

 

Review Questions for Chapter 26 

 

Review Questions for Chapter 27 

 

Review Questions for Chapter 28 

 

Review Questions for Chapter 29 

 

Review Questions for Chapter 30 

 

Review Questions for Chapter 31 

 

Review Questions for Chapter 32. 

 

 

 

 


