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Research Proposal—due by May 25th  

The proposal must be at least 500 words and should include a tentative title, an overview of the 

research project, a research plan and timeline, and a works cited page. The overview should 

include, but is not limited to, the following: 

Questions and main argument(s)—What are the main questions that you are going to ask in your 

project that you plan to answer? What do you expect the main findings to be?  

Literature Review—provides the context and background information for the research 

question(s). It shares with the reader the results of other studies that are closely related to the 

project and relates it to the larger, ongoing dialogue in the field. It basically delineates the  

‘jumping-off place’ for your study. How will your study refine, revise, or extend what is now 

known? 

Approach/Methodology—Does your study involve a particular approach? How do you plan to 

frame the research project? What are the parameters or the lenses through which you plan to 

engage the topic?  

Sources—What are the sources you will use for answering your research questions and/or 

supporting your argument(s)? What are the challenges in using them? How will you specifically 

employ them?  

Your Timeline—Explain how you intend to research and write your paper and complete the 

project within the allotted time period. (Ex: By June 1, I will ........)  

Works Cited—a tentative list of primary and secondary sources you plan to use to prove/support 

your argument and to contextualize the study. See Citation Guide for examples of a Works Cited 

page in Chicago Manual of Style format. 

Research Paper—due by the end of Summer II  

The paper must be a minimum twelve (12) pages in length. This essay must have a strong, 

coherent thesis statement, which will be supported by relevant and scholarly sources, such as 

newspaper articles from legitimate reporting agencies, peer-reviewed, academic books or journal 

articles, government and official documents, interviews, and/or financial records.  

Papers must be typed or word-processed in 12-point fonts (Times New Roman, Arial, or Calibri), 

double-spaced, with one-inch margins all around. All papers will be evaluated on style and 

content and therefore should be well-written and free of grammatical errors.  



Papers must include page numbers, a cover page, a works cited, footnotes or endnotes, and be 

formatted according to Chicago Manual of Style or Turabian guidelines and requirements.  

Additional Requirements—due by the end of Summer II  

1. PowerPoint presentation over your research project  

2. Academic Poster  

 


