
Sul Ross State University 
Member: Texas State University System 

Alpine, Texas 
 
About this course: 

• MUS 1309 American Music (3.0 credits) – Summer 2021 
o July 7 – August 9, 2021 

• Instructor’s Name and Contact Information: Jeffrey J. Meyer, D.M.A. 
jeffrey.meyer@sulross.edu Office (FAB 103) Office Hours: MWF 11-12 in person or 
through Microsoft Teams  

• Course Description: A general survey of various styles of music of the Americas, 
including but not limited to jazz, folk, rock, and contemporary music. 

• Course meeting times: fully online, asynchronous 
• No pre-requisites 

 
Text and Materials: 
Covach, John and Andrew Floury. What’s That Sound? 5E. New York: Norton, 2018. 
E-book with streaming music: https://wwnorton.com/books/9780393624144 

 
Blackboard access is required, as well as internet access. (SRSU provides 
these student services on campus.) All work should be typed, either using 
a word processing program, or better still, a cloud-based web application 
such as Blackboard, Google Docs, Office 365, etc. 
 
Recommended materials: A free OR paid premium Spotify account (free 
trial available, and often there are deals for several month memberships). 
If you pay for a different music service, such as Apple Music, Amazon, 

Google, etc., you can probably access most of the same songs and albums, if not all. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs): 
1. Identify the elements, styles, and musicians representative of music within the chosen 
style(s). 
2. Analyze the elements and structures of music using appropriate terminology.  
3. Critically evaluate the influence of social, political, technological, and/or cultural ideas on the 
chosen musical styles(s). 
4. Articulate an informed personal reflection of the chosen musical styles. 
 
Marketable Skills: 
1. Students develop ability to collaborate and network with others to achieve a shared goal, 
utilizing problem solving, flexibility and improvisation, and consideration of others’ thoughts 
and creative processes. 
2. Students have proficiency in public speaking and writing about music, especially in teaching 
basic musical concepts to all ages and incorporating technology for presentation and 
production. 



3. Students use problem solving skills and abstract thinking to analyze compositions and 
examine their aesthetic through musical and extra-musical concepts, such as historical context 
and text setting. 
 
Major Assignments with Matched Learning Outcomes: 
 
Chapter Quizzes; Midterm and Final Exams (1,2) 
 
Brief response papers where students examine musical trends and evaluate the influence of 
social, political, technological, and cultural ideas on the chosen style. (2,3) 
 
Group discussions with recorded responses (or presentations) where students identify at least 
one important musical piece in each genre covered in the course and discuss the political 
climate and the work’s reception by the public at the time of its composition. Particularly, the 
class will investigate perspectives and concerns of minority groups, discuss the late 60s 
fascination with drugs and alcohol, as well as the Civil Right movement. (3,4) 
 
Current news article review presentations. (3,4) 
 
Written concert report. (2,4) 
 
A final group presentation in which students construct a set of lyrics that address a current 
political topic of their choice. Then, they will be asked to find a musical piece from one of the 
trends we have discussed in class that parallels their choice, either by subject material or by the 
style in which it is constructed. (1,3) 
 
After completing this course students should be able to:  

• Analyze and critique American musical works, recordings, and performances; 
considering historical and cultural contexts. 

• Evaluate and discuss the roots of current American music trends using effective written, 
oral, and visual communication. 

• Understand and demonstrate how music intersects with (and is shaped by) society, and 
how popularity and patronage of the arts creates substantial artistic movements in 
regional and national communities. 

No prior musical training is required for this course.  
 
Your final grade will be determined by the following formula: (each category is worth 12.5% of 
your final grade to equal 100%: 12.5x8=100) 

• Chapter Quizzes 
• Midterm Exam 
• Final Exam 
• Response papers 
• Group discussions 



• News Article Presentations 
• Concert Report 
• Final Presentation 

 
The instructor will provide detailed information, due dates, and a grading rubric for 
assignments in our Blackboard shell. 
No late assignments will be accepted without a doctor’s note or professor’s prior approval. 
 
Course Policies:  
You will be expected to keep up with the reading, assignments, discussion and tests no matter 
what. Look at the deadlines AHEAD of time! Not realizing something was due is not an excuse 
to turn something in late. Neither is having to work at the time something is due. 
 
General advice: 
• Use all your materials: book, listening examples, online content. You will not pass this course 
if you do not read your text and spend time listening to your examples.   
• Set aside time in a quiet place to do all your homework. 
• Communicate with me. Ask for help whenever you need it. I am happy to be in touch with you 
and am committed to your success in this course. 
 
You are expected to keep current with readings to enable you to participate fully in discussions 
and be prepared to offer your opinions. I want to know what you think! 
 
Instructor’s Policies:   
This course adheres to the University’s attendance policy in the Student Handbook. 
 
Professional Communication Policy: 
All communication with me should be done either in person, by office phone, or through e-mail 
(preferred). You are expected to check your e-mail on a regular basis. 
 
ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act): 
SRSU Disability Services. Sul Ross State University (SRSU) is committed to equal access in 
compliance with Americans with Disabilities Act of 1973. It is SRSU policy to provide reasonable 
accommodations to students with documented disabilities. It is the student's responsibility to 
initiate a request each semester for each class. Students seeking accessibility/accommodations 
services must contact Rebecca Greathouse Wren, LPC-S, SRSU's Accessibility Services 
Coordinator at 432-837-8203 (please leave a message and we'll get back to you as soon as we 
can during working hours), or email rebecca.wren@sulross.edu. Our office is located on the 
first floor of Ferguson Hall (Suite 112), and our mailing address is P.O. Box C-122, SUI Ross State 
University, Alpine. Texas, 79832. 
 
Distance Education Statement: 
Students enrolled in distance education courses have equal access to the university's academic 
support services, such as library resources, online databases, and instructional technology 



support. For more information about accessing these resources, visit the SRSU website. 
Students should correspond using Sul Ross email accounts and submit online assignments 
through Blackboard, which requires secure login.  Students enrolled in distance education 
courses at Sul Ross are expected to adhere to all policies pertaining to academic honesty and 
appropriate student conduct, as described in the student handbook. Students in web-based 
courses must maintain appropriate equipment and software, according to the needs and 
requirements of the course, as outlined on the SRSU website.  Directions for filing a student 
complaint are located in the student handbook. 
 
Libraries 
The Bryan Wildenthal Memorial Library in Alpine. 
Offers FREE resources and services to the entire SRSU community. Access and borrow books, 
articles, and more by visiting the library's website, library.sulross.edu. Off-campus access 
requires logging in with your LobolD and password. Librarians are a tremendous resource for 
your coursework and can be reached in person, by email (srsulibrary@sulross.edu), or phone 
(432-837-8123). 
 
The Southwest Texas Junior College (SWTJC) Libraries at Uvalde, Del Rio, and Eagle Pass. 
Offer additional access to library spaces and resources. Del Rio, Eagle Pass, and Uvalde students 
may also use online resources available through SWTJC website, library.swtjc.edu.The SWTJC 
Libraries serve as pick-up locations for InterLibrary Loan (ILL) and Document Delivery from the 
Alpine campus. 
 
Academic Integrity:  
Students in this class are expected to demonstrate scholarly behavior and academic honesty in 
the use of intellectual property. A scholar is expected to be punctual, prepared, and focused; 
meaningful and pertinent participation is appreciated. Examples of academic dishonesty 
include but are not limited to: Turning in work as original that was used in whole or part for 
another course and/or professor; turning in another person’s work as one’s own; copying from 
professional works or internet sites without citation; collaborating on a course assignment, 
examination, or quiz when collaboration is forbidden. 
 
Classroom Climate of Respect: 
Importantly, this class will foster free expression, critical investigation, and the open discussion 
of ideas. This means that all of us must help create and sustain an atmosphere of tolerance, 
civility, and respect for the viewpoints of others. Similarly, we must all learn how to probe, 
oppose and disagree without resorting to tactics of intimidation, harassment, or personal 
attack. No one is entitled to harass, belittle, or discriminate against another on the basis of 
race, religion, ethnicity, age, gender, national origin, or sexual preference. Still we will not be 
silenced by the difficulty of fruitfully discussing politically sensitive issues.    
 
Diversity Statement: 
"I aim to create a learning environment for my students that supports a diversity of thoughts, 
perspectives and experiences, and honors your identities (including race, gender, class, 



sexuality, religion, ability, socioeconomic class, age, nationality, etc.). I also understand that the 
crisis of COVID, economic disparity, and health concerns, or even unexpected life events could 
impact the conditions necessary for you to succeed.  My commitment is to be there for you and 
help you meet the learning objectives of this course. I do this to demonstrate my commitment 
to you and to the mission of Sul Ross State University to create an inclusive environment and 
care for the whole student as part of the Sul Ross Familia. If you feel like your performance in 
the class is being impacted by your experiences outside of class, please don't hesitate to come 
and talk with me. I want to be a resource for you.” 
 
Class Calendar (subject to change): 
 
Week 1 – Weds. July 7 – Tues. July 13 

Studying Rock 
The World before Rock and Roll 

Quiz 
Discussion 

 
Week 2 – Weds. July 14 – Tues. July 20 

The 1950s 
Quiz 
Response Paper 

 
Week 3 – Weds. July 21 – Tues. July 27 

The 1960s 
Midterm 
Concert Report 
Discussion 

 
Week 4 – Weds. July 28 – Tues. Aug. 3 

The 1970s 
Quiz 
News Articles 
Response Paper 

 
Week 5 – Weds. Aug. 4 – Mon. Aug. 9 

The 1980s, 90s, 2000, and beyond 
Final Exam 
Presentation 
Discussion 


