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CLASS: Special Topics: Human Memory (PSCH 
4310) 
SECTION: 1Z1 
SESSION: Summer 1 (Jun 2 to Jul 6) 
INSTRUCTOR: Justin T. Coleman, Ph.D. 

INSTRUCTOR EMAIL: 
justin.coleman@sulross.edu 
INSTRUCTOR PHONE: (830) 758-5005 
MEETING TIME(S)/DAY(S): Mon/Wed 1:00 PM 
to  4:45

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course presents a broad overview of the area of Human Memory, with an 

emphasis on remembering in natural contexts. Topics will include mechanisms causing differential rates 

of remembering events and information, flashbulb memories, the recovery of repressed memories, and 

eyewitness memory, among others. 

TEXTS: No textbook is required for this course. This course will utilize primary source research articles 

and other reading assignments that will be provided by Professor Coleman and posted on Blackboard. 

EXPECTED STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: It is expected that by the end of this course students will 

be familiar with key issues relating to everyday memory in natural contexts, such as the fallibility of 

memory, why certain events are remembered better than others, why people may not accurately recall 

details of events and commonly encountered objects, and the effects of typicality and atypicality on 

memory for events and items. Students are expected to be familiar with key terms and effects so that 

they can describe and report them accurately and in a more sophisticated manner than a layperson. 

ASSESSMENTS 

EXAMS: Two exams worth 100 points each will be given over the course of this class. Each exam covers a 

separate portion of the class—none of the exams are cumulative. The second/last exam will be given 

during the designated finals week/period. 

QUIZZES: One quiz will be given at the end of each week. Quizzes are worth 25 points each and are 

comprised of 10 multiple choice questions worth 2.5 points each. 

HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS: Two homework assignments in the form of short papers will be given in 

this class. Each will be worth 50 points. 

PAPERS/TERM PAPERS: A term paper on a topic related to the course material will be assigned and will 

be worth 200 points. 

PARTICIPATION POINTS: Each class students will have the opportunity to earn 2.5 participation points 

for contributing to the class discussion by commenting, sharing their opinion or a relevant anecdote, 

asking a question, or answering a question. These are EXTRA CREDIT points, meaning that you do not 

lose points for not participating. However, this extra credit can be valuable and help to compensate for 

missed points on assessments. PARTICIPATION POINTS CAN ONLY BE EARNED BY STUDENTS WHO 

HAVE THEIR WEBCAM ON THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE CLASS. 

CLASS POLICIES 

ATTENDANCE: This class uses a synchronous learning online format, meaning that we meet online for a 

live lecture at a specific time. Students are required to have their cameras on while logged on to the live 
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streaming lecture. Your participation will help make the class more enjoyable for everyone. I encourage 

students to share their opinions and to ask questions. My goal is for us to have substantial interaction 

and a lively discussion. 

COMMUNICATION POLICY: The most efficient way to contact Prof Coleman is via his school email at 

justin.coleman@sulross.edu. Emails should be professional, courteous, and use proper spelling, 

punctuation, and grammar. 

Required elements of emails to Prof Coleman: 

• YOUR NAME: This is especially important if your name is not in your email address. If you are 

asking me to find your class information, I will not be able to do so without your name. 

• CLASS NAME: Because I typically teach multiple courses simultaneously, including the name of 

the class you are writing about helps me more quickly find your information. 

PHONE: The phone number of my office at the Eagle Pass campus is (830) 758-5005. I discourage 

students from calling my office phone. Email is my preferred method of communication. However, 

should you need to have an in-depth conversation with me, then I recommend you call me as it is a 

more efficient way to conveying large amounts of information quickly. If you call and I do not answer, I 

advise that you either send me an email or send me an email in addition to leaving a voice mail. 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY: Academic dishonesty hurts everyone and reduces the value of college 

degrees.  Doing someone else’s work, presenting the ideas and work of others as your own, submitting 

the same paper for multiple classes, and/or failing to cite your sources when you utilize the ideas of 

others, are all examples of academic dishonesty.  It is your responsibility to read and understand the 

university’s policy on academic dishonesty in the SRSU Student Handbook, as all violations will be taken 

seriously and handled through the appropriate university process. The Student Handbook can be found 

at: https://www.sulross.edu/catalog/undergraduate-academic-regulations-2/#1605412215143-

c8b265dc-3e01 

In addition, please note that plagiarism detection software will be used in this class for written 

assignments. 

PROFESSIONALISM POLICY: Students are expected to maintain a professional demeanor in class and in 
their interactions with other students and the instructor. Students are also expected to maintain a 
professional demeanor in their interactions and communications with the instructor outside of class, 
including in email communications. 
 
REMOTE LEARNING POLICY: As this is a synchronous learning online class, students are expected to 
have their webcams on during class and to participate in the class discussion. Additionally, students are 
expected to avoid displaying inappropriate material on their cameras or broadcasting inappropriate 
audio. Students should be dressed appropriately and be in a presentable setting. 
 
SENSITIVE TOPICS POLICY: Sensitive topics (e.g., race, sexuality, religion, politics, etc.) come up 
occasionally in some psychology classes. I encourage students to share their thoughts and opinions 
without reservation. However, students are encouraged to discuss these topics in a professional, 
thoughtful manner and to avoid offensive terminology. 

mailto:justin.coleman@sulross.edu
https://www.sulross.edu/catalog/undergraduate-academic-regulations-2/#1605412215143-c8b265dc-3e01
https://www.sulross.edu/catalog/undergraduate-academic-regulations-2/#1605412215143-c8b265dc-3e01
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SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS: Our institution complies with state and federal laws concerning people 
with disabilities. If a student needs accessibility services, it is the student’s responsibility to initiate a 
request. This may be done by contacting Ms. Kathy Biddick at 830-279-3003. Office: 2623 Garner Field 
Rd (C102), Uvalde, TX 78801. E-mail: kbiddick@sulross.edu (Preferred). 
 

BASIS FOR FINAL GRADE 

ASSESSMENT POSSIBLE POINTS % OF TOTAL POINTS 

HW 1 50 8.33% 

HW 2 50 8.33% 

Quiz 1 25 4.17% 

Quiz 2 25 4.17% 

Quiz 3 25 4.17% 

Quiz 4 25 4.17% 

Exam 1 100 16.67% 

Exam 2 100 16.67% 

Term Paper 200 33.33% 

TOTAL 600  

 

GRADING SCALE 

Your final grade will be based on the percentage of points you earned out of the 600-point maximum 

that is possible. Grades will be assigned using the following scale: 

GRADE FINAL PERCENTAGE 

A 90% to 100% 

B 80% to 89% 

C 70% to 79% 

D 60% to 69% 

F 0% to 59% 

 

LATE SUBMISSION POLICY: Exams and quizzes can be completed up to one week after the original date 

given and assignments may be submitted up to one week after the original due date with a penalty of 

25%. No makeup exams or quizzes will be allowed more than one week after the original date given. 

Exceptions will be made for verified SERIOUS emergencies such as illness, injury, and or catastrophic life 

events. If you believe you are going to miss a submission deadline, please try to notify me as soon as 

possible—preferably before or on the due date. 
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CLASS SCHEDULE 

DAY/DATE TOPIC ASSIGNED DUE 

Wed, 6/2 Introduction to  
Memory/Background 

  

Mon, 6/7 Memory for the commonplace; 
Flashbulb memories 

HW 1  

Wed, 6/9 Flashbulb memories (continued); 
Personal event memories 

QUIZ 1  

Mon, 6/14 Personal Event Memories  HW 1 

Wed, 6/16 Remembering Daily Life QUIZ 2 
EXAM 1 

 

Mon, 6/21 Childhood Amnesia; The Structure 
of Autobiographical Memory 

HW 2  

Wed, 6/23 The Structure of Autobiographical 
Memories; The Development of 
Autobiographical Memory 

QUIZ 3  

Mon, 6/28 Trauma and Memory; Recovered 
Memories 

 HW 2 

Wed, 6/30 Eyewitness Memory QUIZ 4  

Fri, 7/2  EXAM 2 TERM PAPER 

 

 

 


