
Course Syllabus 
Course Description 

Designed to give students a more in-depth understanding of how the federal 
government works in this media age, the course will cover the U.S. Constitution, 
the structure and power of the federal government including the legislative, 
executive and judicial branches, the role and impact of the media, as well as 
federalism and the relationship between the state and federal governments, 
political participation and modern day challenges of governing.  

Course participants will be required to complete assigned readings and 
homework assignments, participate actively in class discussions, keep track of 
current events and successfully complete quizzes and exams. 

Lecturer in Political Science 

Pete P. Gallego, JD 
Former Member of Congress and 
  Former Member of the Texas Legislature 
Office:  BAB Room 200 
Office Hours:  By Appointment 
Phone:  (432) 837-8000 
Email: pete.srsu82@sulross.edu 

Salutation 

You may call me “Mr Gallego,” “Professor Gallego,” “President Gallego,” or 
“President Pete.”  These are my preferred forms of address.  If you insist, you 
may also call me “Representative Gallego”  or  “Congressman Gallego.”  
However, please DO NOT call me “Dr Gallego.”  While I do have a doctorate in 
law, it is not customary to address lawyers as “Dr.” Plus, I have a sister who is an 
M.D. and prefers to be the only “Dr.” in the family.   
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Class Plan 

Our class will meet Tuesdays and Thursdays on from 8:00am - 9:15am in the 
Warnock Science Building, Room 101. Class participants will be expected to 
arrive on time. 

As our textbook, we will be using American Government and Politics in the 
Information Age produced by the University of Minnesota Libraries Publishing 
through the eLearning Support Initiative.  It is available online at https://
open.lib.umn.edu/americangovernment/v.  No other textbook will be necessary.  
All readings assigned will be available online. 

Prior to class, you will be expected to have completed your readings and any 
homework assignments and to be aware of current events involving the federal 
government. This is crucial to success in the class. 

Homework assignments must be turned in on a timely basis. Your homework 
grade may be lowered by a full letter grade for each day that your homework 
assignment is late depending on circumstances. 

Each student will also required to meet with me on a rotating basis once per 
month for 30 minutes.  This will give you a chance to gauge how you are doing 
in the class and discuss any concerns or questions. It will be your responsibility 
to set up these monthly appointments. 

Finally, in addition to a final exam, periodic exams on our readings and 
classroom discussions will occasionally be administered. These periodic exams 
will be administered (probably every other week) to be sure that you are 
understanding the readings and deriving something from the class discussions.  

Basis of Grading 

You will be graded on attendance and participation in the class and online 
discussions, the homework assignments you have submitted, and your 
performance on the exams.  Our final exam will be cumulative.  If you are 
interested in supplementing your grade with additional work, please see me 
early in the semester.. 

Your homework assignments will cumulatively account for 25% of your grade.  
Class participation will account for 50% of your grade. Participate!  Your 
performance on exams, including the final exam, will cumulatively account for 
25% of your grade. 
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The exams will be a combination of true/false questions and multiple choice 
questions, fill in the blank questions, and short-answer essay exams.  The short 
answer essay questions will will account for 50% of your score.   

Student Learning Outcomes for all Political Science classes (required by 
our accrediting agency, SACSCOC): 

As an accredited university, SRSU is required to follow certain standards 
applicable to all accredited universities.  These standards require that: 

1. Undergraduate students in Political Science will demonstrate the ability 
to explain significant theoretical approaches of political science in 
written work and oral communication;

2. Undergraduate students in Political Science will demonstrate the ability 
to analyze domestic and international political processes in written work 
and oral communication; and  

3. Undergraduate students in Political Science will demonstrate the ability 
to develop arguments about global equity and equality issues in politics 
through written work and oral communication. 

Marketable Skills (required by the Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board) 

As a result of taking this class, you should develop or strengthen the following 
marketable skills: 

1. Effectively communicating ideas and information verbally, visually, and in 
writing; 

2. Distinguishing between credible/relevant information and information 
lacking credibility/relevance; 

3. Identifying critical and common institutions of political decision-making 
and policy-making across different nation/state settings; and 

4. Engaging with social and political problems and using critical thinking 
to develop logical solutions. 
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Additional Goals 

The following skills should also be developed and enhanced as a result of 
taking this course: 

1. Critical Thinking.  You should develop or enhance your critical thinking 
skills to include creative thinking, innovation, and inquiry as well as 
evaluation and synthesis of information; and 

2. Empirical and Quantitative Skills.  You should develop and enhance 
empirical and quantitative skills to include the manipulation and analysis 
of numerical data or observable facts resulting in informed conclusions.  

ADA Statement 

SRSU Disability Services. Sul Ross State University (SRSU) is committed to 
equal access in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1973. It 
is SRSU policy to provide reasonable accommodations to students with 
documented disabilities. It is the student’s responsibility to initiate a request for 
each semester for each class. 

Alpine students seeking accessibility/accommodations services must contact 
Rebecca Greathouse-Wren, LPC-S, SRSU’s Accessibility Services Coordinator, 
at 432.837.8203 (please leave a message and someone will get back to you as 
soon as possible during regular working hours) or email Ms Wren at  
Rebecca.Wren@SulRoss.edu. Her office is located on the first floor of Ferguson 
Hall (Suite 112) and her mailing address is P.O. Box C-122, Sul Ross State 
University, Alpine, TX  79832. 

Library Information 

The Bryan Wildenthal Memorial Library in Alpine offers FREE services and 
resources to the SRSU community. You may access and borrow books, articles, 
and more by visiting the library’s website (library.SulRoss.edu.  Off-campus 
access requires logging in with your Lobo ID and password. Librarians are a 
tremendous resource for your coursework and can be reached in person, by 
email (srsulibrary@sulross.edu or by telephone at 432.837.8213. 
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Academic Integrity 

Students in this class are expected to demonstrate scholarly behavior and 
academic honesty in the use of intellectual property. A scholar is expected to be 
punctual, prepared, and focused; meaningful and pertinent participation is 
appreciated (and it is, in fact, required for participation in this class). 

Examples of academic dishonesty include but are not limited to:  turning in 
work as original that was used in whole or in part for another course and/or 
professor; turning in another person’s work as one’s own; copying or 
plagiarizing from professional works or internet sites without citation; or 
collaborating on a course assignment, examination, or quiz when collaboration 
is forbidden. 

Classroom Climate of Respect 

Importantly, this class will foster free expression, critical investigation, and the 
open discussion of ideas. This means that all of us must help create and sustain 
an atmosphere of tolerance, civility, and respect for the viewpoints of others. 
Similarly, we must all learn how to prove, oppose, and disagree without sorting 
to tactics of intimidation, ridicule, harassment, or personal attack. No one is 
entitled to harass, belittle, or discriminate against another on the basis of race, 
religion, ethnicity, age, gender, national origin, or sexual preference. 

A university is a safe space for diversity of thought and opinion. We must not be 
silenced by the difficulty if discussing politically sensitive issues. 

Diversity and Inclusion 

Sul Ross State University aims to create a learning environment that supports 
diversity of thoughts, perspectives, and experiences, and that honors the 
identities of its students (including race, gender, class, sexuality, religion, ability, 
socioeconomic class, age, nationality, etc.).  

Outside Challenges and Experiences 

At Sul Ross, we understand that COVID, economic disparity, health concerns, 
and even unexpected life events may impact the conditions necessary for you to 
succeed as a student.  
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As a faculty member, my goal is to help you meet the learning objectives of this 
course. If you feel like your performance in the class is being impacted by 
experiences outside of class, please don’t hesitate to come and talk with me or 
the team of people who work with and for me. Let us be a resource for you. 

Being a small university, we have the luxury of getting to know each other. 
Think of yourself as a part of the Sul Ross family. Help me and all our faculty 
members and staff create an environment where you feel safe and can learn 
comfortably.  

Class Discussions and Readings

Tuesday, August 24th 
(Week 1) 

Organizational meeting; Preliminary discussions on 
federal government and politics, the U.S. 
Constitution.  Discussion of goals to improve core 
skills and develop better  (1) communication skills 
to include effective development, interpretation 
and expression of ideas through written, oral and 
visual communication; and (2) teamwork skills 
including the ability to consider different points of 
view and to work effectively with others to support 
a shared purpose/goal. 

Thursday, August 26th 
(Week 1)

Communication in the Information Age (American 
Government and Politics in the Information Age, 
Chapter 1).  My alternative title:  Can you believe 
everything you read, hear or see? 

The Constitution and the Structure of Government 
Power (American Government and Politics in the 
Information Age, Chapter 2).  My alternative title:  
How did our Constitution get shaped? 

Tuesday, August 31st 
(Week 2)

The Constitution and the Structure of Government 
Power (American Government and Politics in the 
Information Age, Chapter 2).  Continued

Thursday, September  
2nd (Week 2)

Civil Liberties (American Government and Politics in 
the Information Age, Chapter 4).  My alternative title: 
Can I get in trouble? 

Class Discussions and Readings
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Monday, September  
6th (Week 3)

LABOR DAY 

Tuesday, September 
7th (Week 3)

Civil Rights (American Government and Politics in the 
Information Age, Chapter 5).  My alternative title:  
Do I really have any rights these days? 

Thursday, September 
9th (Week 3)

Civil Rights (American Government and Politics in the 
Information Age, Chapter 5).  My alternative title:  
Do I really have any rights these days? 

Tuesday, September 
14th (Week 4)

Political Culture and Socialization (American 
Government and Politics in the Information Age, 
Chapter 6).  My alternative title:  Are my friends 
just like me? 

Public Opinion:  (American Government and Politics 
in the Information Age, Chapter 7).  My alternative 
title:  Does anyone really care what I think?

Thursday, September 
16th (Week 4)

Public Opinion:  (American Government and Politics 
in the Information Age, Chapter 7).  Continued

Tuesday, September 
21st (Week 5)

Participation, Voting and Social Movements 
(American Government and Politics in the Information 
Age, Chapter 8).  Continued

Thursday, September 
23rd (Week 5)

Interest Groups (American Government and Politics in 
the Information Age, Chapter 9).  My alternative title:  
Who is a “lobbyist” and why are they bad people?

Tuesday, September 
28th (Week 6)

Political Parties (American Government and Politics in 
the Information Age, Chapter 10. My alternative title:  
Aren’t Democrats, Libertarians, Republicans and 
Socialists the same thing really?

Thursday, September 
30th (Week 6)

Campaigns and Elections (American Government 
and Politics in the Information Age, Chapter 11). My 
alternative title:  Politicians are all the same. No?

Tuesday, October 5th 
(Week 7)

Campaigns and Elections (American Government 
and Politics in the Information Age, Chapter 11).  
Continued

Class Discussions and ReadingsClass Discussions and Readings
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Thursday, October 7th 
(Week 7)

Congress (American Government and Politics in the 
Information Age, Chapter 12). My alternative title:  
Are they crazy or are we crazy?

Tuesday, October 12th 
(Week 8)

Congress (American Government and Politics in the 
Information Age, Chapter 12).  Continued 

Potential Mid-Term Exam

Thursday, October 14th 
(Week 8)

The Presidency (American Government and Politics in 
the Information Age, Chapter 13). My alternative 
question:  Anyone can be president?

Tuesday, October 19th 
(Week 9)

The Presidency (American Government and Politics in 
the Information Age, Chapter 13). Continued

Thursday, October  21st 
(Week 9)

The Bureaucracy (American Government and Politics 
in the Information Age, Chapter 14). My alternative 
title:  Who’s in charge here?

Tuesday, October 26th 
(Week 10)

The Bureaucracy (American Government and Politics 
in the Information Age, Chapter 14).  Continued  

Thursday, October 28th 
(Week 10); LAST DAY 
TO ASK FOR 
ADDITIONAL WORK 
FOR EXTRA CREDIT

The Courts (American Government and Politics in the 
Information Age, Chapter 15). My alternative 
question:  Who elected those people?

Tuesday, November 2nd 
(Week 11)

The Courts (American Government and Politics in the 
Information Age, Chapter 15).  Continued  

Class Election Project Presentations Begin

Thursday, November 
4th (Week 11)

Policy Making and Domestic Policies (American 
Government and Politics in the Information Age, 
Chapter 16). My alternative question:  Is my house 
clean?   

Class Election Project Presentations Continue

Class Discussions and ReadingsClass Discussions and Readings
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Tuesday, November 9th 
(Week 12)

Policy Making and Domestic Policies (American 
Government and Politics in the Information Age, 
Chapter 16).  Continued 

Class Election Project Presentations Continue

Thursday, November 
11th (Week 12) 

Foreign and National Security Policies (American 
Government and Politics in the Information Age, 
Chapter 17). My alternative question:  Do we have 
any friends out there? 

Class Election Project Presentations Continue

Tuesday, November 
16th (Week 13) 

GUEST LECTURER or POTENTIAL CLASS 
CANCELLATION | PPG to be at TSUS Board of 
Regents meeting 

Thursday, November 
18th (Week 13)

Foreign and National Security Policies (American 
Government and Politics in the Information Age, 
Chapter 17).  Continued 

Last Day of Class Election Project Presentations

Tuesday, November 
23rd (Week 14) 

Semester Review

Wednesday-Friday, 
November 24th-26th 
(Week 14) 

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAYS 

Tuesday, November 
30th (Week 15) ; LAST 
CLASS MEETING

Semester Review 

Class Discussions and ReadingsClass Discussions and Readings
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Thursday, December 
2nd (Week 15)

DEAD DAY 

Potential Additional Semester Review 

LAST DAY TO TURN IN ADDITIONAL WORK 
ASSIGNED FOR EXTRA CREDIT

Monday-Tuesday, 
December 6th-7th 
(Week 16) 

Available by Appointment for Questions  

Wednesday, December 
8th (Week 16) - FINAL 
EXAM - 8:00am to 
10:00am

FINAL EXAM

Class Discussions and ReadingsClass Discussions and Readings
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