
Course Syllabus:  History 2302: Spring 2022 

Sul Ross State University: Dr. Mark Saad Saka 

Msaka@sulross.edu/ 432-837-8304  

Course Objective The objective of this course is to provide a survey of World History Since 1500.   

Course Required Readings: The below text is available for free online:   

http://glhssocialstudies.weebly.com/world-history-textbook---pdf-copy.html 

Course Requirements  

There are a few requirements for the successful completion of this course.  

1. Locate the online textbook. 

2. You will be required to read the materials assigned and to turn in written reviews that will be turned 

in through Blackboard.  

3. Each review should answer the review questions for each chapter as listed in this syllabus (double 

spaced, 12 font, one inch margins)  

4. The reviews must be turned in on the assigned date, for each day that an assignment is turned in late, 

one letter grade will be deducted from the possible points. After four days later, an assignment will not 

be accepted as the grade will be an automatic F.  

5. Each chapter assignment will be graded as such; 90-100 points =A; 80-89=B; 70-79=C; 60-69=D; 0-

59=F.  

6. The second major assignment is to write a ten page research paper on a topic covered in class. The 

research paper is your final exam and will count for 900 points (810-900=A; 720-810=B; 630-720=C; 540-

630=D; 0-540=F). I must approve your topic. The paper must be double spaced, 12 font, one inch 

margins, and properly noted with MLA format. For any questions on the MLA format, access the 

following link. 

https://www.citationmachine.net/mla 

You must also turn in your original work and do not copy or turn in someone elses’ work. The university 

has strict rules on plagiarism: 

What is Plagiarism? 

Published May 18, 2017 

Many people think of plagiarism as copying another's work or borrowing someone else's 
original ideas. But terms like "copying" and "borrowing" can disguise the seriousness of the 
offense: 

According to the Merriam-Webster online dictionary, to "plagiarize" means: 

http://glhssocialstudies.weebly.com/world-history-textbook---pdf-copy.html


• to steal and pass off (the ideas or words of another) as one's own 
• to use (another's production) without crediting the source 
• to commit literary theft 
• to present as new and original an idea or product derived from an existing source 

In other words, plagiarism is an act of fraud. It involves both stealing someone else's work and 
lying about it afterward. 

But can words and ideas really be stolen? 

According to U.S. law, the answer is yes. The expression of original ideas is considered 
intellectual property and is protected by copyright laws, just like original inventions. Almost all 
forms of expression fall under copyright protection as long as they are recorded in some way 
(such as a book or a computer file). 

All of the following are considered plagiarism: 

• turning in someone else's work as your own 
• copying words or ideas from someone else without giving credit 
• failing to put a quotation in quotation marks 
• giving incorrect information about the source of a quotation 
• changing words but copying the sentence structure of a source without giving credit 
• copying so many words or ideas from a source that it makes up the majority of your 

work, whether you give credit or not (see our section on "fair use" rules) 

Most cases of plagiarism can be avoided, however, by citing sources. Simply acknowledging that 
certain material has been borrowed and providing your audience with the information 
necessary to find that source is usually enough to prevent plagiarism. See our section 
on citation for more information on how to cite sources properly. 

What about images, videos, and music? 

Using an image, video or piece of music in a work you have produced without receiving proper 
permission or providing appropriate citation is plagiarism. The following activities are very 
common in today’s society. Despite their popularity, they still count as plagiarism. 

• Copying media (especially images) from other websites to paste them into your own 
papers or websites. 

• Making a video using footage from others’ videos or using copyrighted music as part of 
the soundtrack. 

• Performing another person’s copyrighted music (i.e., playing a cover). 
• Composing a piece of music that borrows heavily from another composition. 

https://www.plagiarism.org/article/what-is-citation


Certainly, these media pose situations in which it can be challenging to determine whether or 
not the copyrights of a work are being violated. For example: 

• A photograph or scan of a copyrighted image (for example: using a photograph of a 
book cover to represent that book on one’s website) 

• Recording audio or video in which copyrighted music or video is playing in the 
background. 

• Re-creating a visual work in the same medium. (for example: shooting a photograph 
that uses the same composition and subject matter as someone else’s photograph) 

• Re-creating a visual work in a different medium (for example: making a painting that 
closely resembles another person’s photograph). 

• Re-mixing or altering copyrighted images, video or audio, even if done so in an original 
way. 

The legality of these situations, and others, would be dependent upon the intent and context 
within which they are produced. The two safest approaches to take in regards to these 
situations is: 1) Avoid them altogether or 2) Confirm the works’ usage permissions and cite 
them properly. 

I will run your papers through a search engine and have been teaching over 30 years, I can 
identify original and plagiarized material.  

Plagiarism will result in an F in the course.  

6. The total possible points for 21 assignments (21 chapters 12-32) and the research paper will be 3,000 

points. At the end of the semester, I will add your points together; 2,700-3000=A; 2,400-2,700=B; 2100-

2.400=C; 1,800-2,100=D; 0-1800=F  

Distance Education Statement Distance Education Resources • Students enrolled in distance education 

courses have equal access to the university’s academic support services, library resources, and 

instructional technology support. For more information about accessing these resources, visit the SRSU 

website. Students should submit online assignments through Blackboard or SRSU email, which require 

secure login information to verify students’ identities and to protect students’ information. The 

procedures for filing a student complaint are included in the student handbook.  

Academic Honesty: Students enrolled in distance education courses at Sul Ross are expected to adhere 

to all policies pertaining to academic honesty and appropriate student conduct, as described in the 

student handbook.  

Technological Expectations Students in web-based courses must maintain appropriate equipment and 

software, according to the needs and requirements of the course, as outlined on the SRSU website.  

Communicating with the Professor: • The best way to contact me is through email at 

Msaka@sulross.edu. I will try to respond as soon as possible. If you do not receive a reply within 24 

hours, please resend your email or call my office at 432.837-8304.  



Marketability Skills of a History Major  

SLO 1—The history student will demonstrate historical research skills in a logically organized, written 

paper that is mechanically correct and supported by relevant documentation of historical content. 

Marketable skills---Students can identify useful resources from a pool of data. Students can select and 

organize data in a relevant manner. Students can make written presentations to various audiences.  

SLO 2—The history student will demonstrate the ability to write about topics in historiography and how 

those topics are interpreted. Marketable skills---Students can utilize data to persuade various audiences. 

Students can utilize data to generate and strengthen ideas. Students can decipher stances adopted by 

various individuals.  

SLO 3—The history student will demonstrate knowledge of American History, World History, and 

NonAmerican History. Marketable Skills---Students can meet deadlines in a successful manner. Students 

can discharge responsibilities in an adequate manner. Students can manage the absorption of data. 

 

Course Outline: 

Jan. 10--read the syllabus, obtain the free online textbook, and email me and let me know that you have 

located the textbook, read the syllabus, and understand the requirements for the course or ask me any 

questions you have about the structure of the course.  

Jan. 12-chapter 12-Renaissance and Reformation 

Jan. 18-chapter 13—The Age of Exploration 

Jan.  21-chapter 14-Crisis and Absolutism 

Jan. 25-chapter 15-The Muslim Empires 

Jan. 28-chapter 16-The East Asian World 

 

Feb. 01-chapter 17-Revolution and Enlightenment 

Feb. 04-chapter 18-The French Revolution and NapoleonFeb. 08-chapter 19-Industrialization and 

Nationalism 

Feb. 08-chapter 20-Mass Society and Democracy 

Feb. 11. 16-chapter 21-the height of Imperialism 

Feb. 15-chapter 22-East Asia Under Challenge 

Feb. 18-chapter 23-War and revolution 

Feb. 22-chapter 24-the West between the wars 

Feb. 25-chapter 25-nationalism around the world 

Mar. 01-chapter 26-World War II 



Mar. 04-chapter 27-Cold War and Postwar Challenges 

March 8-11-spring break  

Mar. 15—chapter 28---the contemporary western world-- 

Mar. 22-chapter 29-Latin America 

Mar. 29 -chapter 30-Africa and the Middle East Since 1945-the contemporary western world 

April 05-chapter 31-Asia and the Pacific Since 1945 to the present 

Apr. 12-chapter 32-changing global patterns 

April 27-final research paper due 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Review Questions for Chapter 12 

1. Geography Skills-Which Italian city-states did not have a seacoast? How could traders from 

the landlocked city-states gain access to the sea-coast? 

2. Reality Check-What attracted the French King Charles VIII to Italy? 

3. Reading Check—What was Machiavelli’s central thesis in the seminal book The Prince? 

4. Explain why the Italian city0states were so prosperous? 

5. What was Machiavelli’s view on human nature? 

6. Contrast the social structure of late-Medieval/Early Modern Europe between the nobility, the 

peasantry, and the townspeople? 

7. Critical Thinking-Why has Leonardo Da Vinci been viewed as the model for the Renaissance 

man? 

8. Why did Dante choose NOT to write his Divine Comedy in Latin? Why would the use of Virgil 

make Dante’s poem seem more legitimate to Renaissance scholars? 

9. Describe Petrarch’s contribution to the development of humanism? 

10. How was humanism reflected in the art of Renaissance artists? 

11. How did Erasmus pave the way for the Reformation? 

12. How did Luther and the Roman Catholic Church differ on achieving salvation? 

13. In what ways does Luther’s “95 Theses” represent a turning point in history? 

14. Discuss the impact of the Edict of Worms 

15. Why dd so many German princes support Luther? 

16. Critical Thinking—In what ways did Martin Luther’s religious reforms lead to conflict? How 

were thee conflicts resolved? 

17. How and why did Protestantism spread throughout Europe? Who were the major figures in 

the spread of Protestantism (Zwingli, Calvin, and Henry VIII)? 

18. How did the Protestant Reformation affect women? 

19. What is anti-Semitism and how did the religious conflicts within Christendom after Europe’s 

Jewish population? 

20. How did the Catholic Church respond to the Protestant Reformation? Who was Ignatius of 

Loyola? What is the significance of the Council of Trent?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Review Questions for Chapter 13 

1. Geography Skills-Which continents were first affected by European expansion 1440-1650 and 

why? 

2. Why did the Spanish and the Portuguese sign the Treaty of Tordesillas? 

3. How did the Caravel’s design help early European explorers? 

4. What were the sources of technology used by early European explorers? 

5. Critical Thinking—What forces in the mid-1400s come together that made the age of European 

expansion possible?   

6. Identifying--How did mercantilism relate to early European exploration? 

7.  Synthesizing--In what ways does Columbus’ voyage represent a turning point in world 

history? 

8. Explain—Why were the Portuguese the first successful European explorers? 

9. Evaluating—What impact did European technology, disease, animals, and food, have on 

Native Americans? How did the Columbian Exchange affect both Europe and the Americas? 

10. Geography Skills—What part of Africa was the greatest source of enslaved people? Why? 

11. Human-Environment Interaction—What is the connection between the African slave trade 

and the triangular trade? 

12. Describe the purpose and path of the triangular trade? 

13. Critical Thinking-What impact did the Columbian Exchange and the African slave trade have on 

the populations and future of the Americas and Africa? 

14. Define—How did the encomienda system and what affect did this labor system have on 

Native American populations? 

15. What criticism did Father Bartolome de las Casas have on the encomienda system and the 

European treatment of the indigenous peoples of the Americas in general? 

16. Critical Thinking—In return for natural resources and products, a parent country provided its 

colonies with finished manufactured countries. How could this affect a country’s economic 

future after it became an independent state after independence? 

17. Critical Thinking--How did the expansion of Europe affect the demographics of the America? 

Would this demographic reality have differed if China, the Islamic Middle East, or other 

Eurasian civilizations “explored and conquered” the Americas?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Review Questions for Chapter 14 

1. Geography Skills-What difficulties must Philip II of Hapsburg Spain have encountered 

administering an empire the size of his empire? 

2. Geography Skills-Regions-Why was it for Philip II of Spain to maintain a good relationship with 

the Holy Roman Empire? 

3. What did Philip II hope to accomplish by invading England in 1588? 

4. Why was the defeat of the Spanish Armada in 1588 a turning point in history? 

5. Critical Thinking-Analyze which of the major three nations—Spain, France, or England lost the 

most power and standing during their religious and political conflicts? 

6. Drawing conclusions—What did Elizabeth II hope to achieve or avoid-with her moderate 

foreign policy of balancing power between Spain and France? 

7. Comparing—How did the Witchcraft trials compare with the Inquisition? 

8. What three major powers battled for European leadership during the Thirty Year’s War? 

9. Critical Thinking-the Big Picture—Which nation emerged stronger after the Thirty Year’s War? 

Did Thirty Years of fighting accomplish any of the original goals or motives for fighting the 

war? 

10. How di Louis XIV maintain absolute power? 

11. Why was the Austrian monarchy unable to create a highly centralized absolutist state? 

12. Describe the western customs and practices that Peter the Great introduced into Russia. 

13. Critical Thinking—Compare and contrast the absolutist monarchies of Philip XIV, Frederick the 

Great and Peter the Great. 

14. Explain why building roads and canals and constructing a seaport (in modern language—

infrastructure) would increase a nation’s wealth and power. 

15. Why was it so important that Peter the Great had a port to the Baltic? 

16. When was the “Golden Age” of Spanish literature and who set the standard for playwrights? 

17. Describe what Don Quixote reveals about the nature of Spanish character? 

18. Critical Thinking—How did the Elizabethan theater provide a reflection of English society? 

19. Assess how or if, John Locke’s Treatises on Government would justify the Glorious Revolution? 

20. According to Thomas Hobbes, why was absolute power needed? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Review Questions for Chapter 15 

1. Geography Skills-Name the places and dates for three battles that took place as the Ottomans 

expanded into Europe. 

2. Place—locate places of strategic expansion for Ottoman expansion. 

3. Discuss how superior weaponry aided the Ottoman siege of Constantinople. 

4. Identify the four main occupational groups in Ottoman economy and society. 

5. Critical thinking—Describe the organization of Ottoman government and explain why it was 

effective. 

6. Geography Skills--What about Instanbul’s location made it a trading center? 

7. Critical Thinking-Evaluating-Explain how the problems in the Ottoman Empire may have begun 

under the reign of Suleyman the Magnificent? 

8. What changes ultimately led to the decline and eventual disintegration of the Ottoman 

Empire? 

9. Geography Skills—What geographic factors hindered the expansion of the Safavid Empire to 

the east and to the west? 

10.  Geography Skills-Location—What geographic and physical barriers were to the north and the 

south of the Safavid Empire? 

11. What led to the fighting between the Safavids and the Ottomans? 

12. Describe how the Safavids tried to bring the Turkic and Persian peoples together? 

13. Critical Thinking—What was the advantage of moving the Safavid capital from Tabriz to 

Esfahan? 

14. Geography Skills—What physical characteristics in the Indian sub-continent contributed to the 

Mughal’s failure to expand south? 

15. Explain Akbar’s attitudes towards military conquest. 

16. What was the key to Akbar’s successful rule? 

17. How did Akbar’s religious policy affect his government and Indian society? 

18. How did the policies of Robert Clive affect English trade with India? 

19. What problems do you foresee n allowing a private trading company to assume the powers of 

government? 

20. Analyze the impact of Mughal rule on the Hindi and Muslim people of India.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Review Questions for Chapter 16 

1. What were the achievements of the Ming Dynasty? 

2. What major bodies of water did Zheng He have to navigate in his voyages? 

3. List the ways in which the Ming and the Qing Dynasties tried to limit contact between 

Europeans and the Chinese people. Why did the British initially accept such restrictions? 

4. Explain how the pigtail (queue) become a political symbol under the Qing Dynasty? 

5. Critical Thinking—the Big Idea. What was the general attitude of the Chinese regarding trade 

with the Western world? Give some examples from the text to support your answers. 

6. Critical Thinking-Making Connections- Why is it so important to have a balance of trade 

between a country and its trading partner? 

7. How did changes in agriculture affect the growth of the Chinese population? 

8. Describe the role of women in China. 

9. Describe the significance of the Chinese extended family. 

10. Identify the economic changes in China between 1500 and 1800. 

11. Explain why the Imperial City was also the Forbidden City. 

12. Geography Skills-What physical characteristic enabled Japan to become isolated from the 

world under Tokugawa leyasu? 

13. Geography Skills-Movement—what challenges did Hideyoshi face in his military face in his 

military campaigns to conquer Korea? 

14. Sequence the events that led to the unification of Japan. 

15. Comparing—Compare how the Japanese and European feudal systems were so similar. 

16. Why would a code of conduct be important under a feudal order? 

17. Critical Thinking—The Big Idea-What events led to Japan and Korea practicing cultural 

isolation? 

18. Geography Skills—Movement—How did trade influence the spread of religions throughout 

much of Southeast Asia? 

19. List the fur styles of monarchy in Southeast Asia. 

20. Why were the Southeast Asian mainland states able to resist Europeans? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Review Questions for Chapter 17 

1. What role did mathematics play in the scientific revolution? 

2. Heliocentric vs. geocentric 

3. Nicolaus Copernicus (1473-1543) 

4. Francis Bacon 1561-1626) 

5. Isaac newton 1642-1727) 

6. Johannes Kepler 1571-1630) 

7. Galileo Galilea (1564-1642) 

8. Robert Boyle (1627-1691) 

9. Maria Winkleman (1670-1720) 

10. What are the characteristics of the scientific method? 

11. John Locke 

12. Voltaire 

13. Montesquieu 

14. Denis Diderot 

15. Adam Smith 

16. Jean Jacques Rousseau 

17. Mary Wollstonecraft 

18. Tsarista Catherine the Great 

19. Emperor Frederick the Great 

20. Empress Maria Teresa  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Review Questions for chapter 18 

1, Which groups made up the Three Estates in pre-revolutionary France? 

2. Which estate was most heavily taxed and simultaneously had the least political representation? 

3. Why did the Third Estate object to how votes were counted in the Estates General? 

4. What was the role of women in the French Revolution? 

5. Why was the Roman Catholic Church targeted for reform by the revolutionaries? 

6. Critical Thinking—what were the main affirmations of the Declarations of the Rights of Man? 

7. Critical Thinking—Explaining—how were the social and political concerns of the Three Estates 

different? 

8. What was the significance of the Constitution of 1791? 

9.  How did the Committee on Public Safety identify “enemies of the state?” 

10. Explain the rise and fall of the “Reign of Terror”. 

11. What impact did the execution of the Royal Family have on the monarchies of Europe? 

12. How did the revolutionary army help create nationalism? 

 13. What personal properties gained Napoleon so much popular support? 

14. What was the overall effect of Napoleon’s Civil Code? 

15. How did being a sea power help Great Britain survive attacks by Napoleon’s France? 

16. How did nationalism unify those countries that the French invaded? 

17. Why did Napoleon invade Russia? 

18. What was the impact of the French Revolution on world history? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Review Questions for Chapter 19 

1. Geography Skills-what geographic factors help explain why industrialization began in England. 

2. How did factory tasks differ from traditional work? 

3. How ere adult and child factory workers disciplined? 

4. Geography Skills—why was a rail connection to Liverpool important to manufacturers in 

Manchester? 

5. In what ways was the development of the steam engine a cause of the industrial revolution? 

6. Explain how government policy influenced the spread of industrialization in Europe. 

7. Critical Thinking-How might the industrial middle classes and industrial working classes 

differed in their views of the industrial revolution? 

8. How did socialists respond to the new and harsh working conditions affecting the industrial 

working classes? 

9. What were the goals of European leaders at the Congress of Vienna in 1815? 

10. How did Liberalism and Nationalism present a challenge to the Conservative domination of 

Europe in the early 1800s? 

11. Geography Skills—Name three nationalities in 19th Century Hungary. 

12. Critical Thinking—How did the economic and social changes brought about by the industrial 

revolution contribute to the rise of Liberalism? 

13. Why did Great Britain not join the Revolutions of 1848? 

14. What countries did experience revolutions in 1848? 

15. How did the Crimean War destroy the Concert of Europe? 

16. Why did Alexander II of Russia turn against the reforms of his father? 

17. Summarize Bismarck’s and Cavour’s  methods for achieving unification in their respective 

countries.  

18. How did Charles Darwin’s theory of natural selection influence the way people saw the world? 

19. Critical Thinking—How did scientific developments affect the cultural movements of the 19th-

century? 

20. Critical Thinking—How did Romanticism compare to the ideas of the Enlightenment? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Review Questions for Chapter 20 

1. Geography Skills-Locate the areas that have the heaviest concentration of industry? What 

geographic factors could have helped these areas become heavily industrialized? 

2. Critical Thinking Skills-How did the automobile accelerate changes in the business world? 

3. Critical Thinking Skills-What are the major benefits and costs of automotive technology? 

4. Why did Europe dominate the world economy by the beginning of the twentieth century? 

5. How did the first industrial revolution differ from the second industrial revolution? 

6. How would summarize Karl Marx’s and Frederick Engel’s theory of capital, labor, and 

revolution as expressed in the Communist Manifesto? 

7. Name the major groups in the social structure in 19th century industrial Europe? 

8. What was the basic aim of the suffragists? 

9. Define the term universal education and explain why the industrial revolution propel the 

movement foe universal education? 

10. Why did the birthrate decline in the 19th century? 

11. What was the role of the Duma in Tsarist Russia? 

12. List the series of events that led to unrest in Russia in 1905 and culminated in “Bloody 

Sunday”? 

13. Describe how the United States became an industrial power in the late 19th and early 20th 

centuries? What problems did industrialization cause the United States and how did people 

attempt to solve some of these problems? 

14. Critical Thinking—Which country do you think had a stronger democracy at the end of the 19th 

century; England or France? 

15. Why were the Serbs outraged when Austria-Hungary annexed Bosnia and Herzegovina? 

16. How did Darwinian notion of natural selection lead to the development of social Darwinism 

and racial Darwinism and genocide? 

17. Who was Theodor Herzl and why did he advocate Zionism, the creation of a Jewish homeland 

in Ottoman Palestine? How did the rise of anti-Semitism in Europe contribute to the 

movement of European Jews to Ottoman Palestine? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Review Questions for Chapter 21 

1. Geography Skills—Which two European nations controlled the most territory in Southeast 

Asia in 1900? 

2. What were the four primary motivations for the new imperialism? 

3. What spurred Britain to control Singapore and Burma? 

4. What did the “white man’s burden” mean? Who created this classic phrase? 

5. How did colonial powers justify their rule? 

6. Explain how the new imperialism differed from the old imperialism? 

7. Critical Thinking—Why were resistance movements often led by native rulers who had been 

educated in the West? How did their goals change over time? 

8. Explain three forms of resistance to Western domination. 

9. Geography Skills—Describe the changes that occurred in Africa from 1880-1914 for the 

Ottoman Empire. 

10. Why did the British set up settlements in Africa? 

11. Critical Thinking—Why did the Egyptians and the Europeans choose to build the Suez Canal in 

this location? 

12. What affect did King Leopold II of Belgium have on European colonization of the Congo River 

Basin? 

13. What were the causes of the Boer War? 

14. What were some of the causes of the Great Rebellion in India? 

15. Geography Skills-What major geographic features occur in the areas that Britain acquired by 

1858? How do the geographic features help to explain why these areas were the earliest 

acquisitions? 

16.   Who were the first Indian nationalists? 

17. What were some of the difficulties that the new Latin American republics faced? 

18. How well did the Mexican Revolution achieve its goals? 

19. Describe the social classes of Latin America? 

20. Critical Thinking—How did persistent inequality of income and wealth contribute to the 

failure of democracy in the young Latin American republics? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Review Questions for Chapter 22 

1. What did Britain do to fix its trade imbalance with China? 

2. What nations established spheres of influence in China? 

3. Summarize the factors that led to the decline of the Qing dynasty 

4. Why did foreign governments help the Chinese government put down the Boxer Rebellion? 

5. How did the Boxers get their name? 

6.  Why did rebellions occur after General Yuan Shigai became president? 

7. Explain why revolutionaries rejected both Confucianism and the queue? 

8. List the three stages in Sun Yat-Sen’s process for reform? What principles did he hope to 

promote in China? 

9. What effects did Western culture have on China? 

10. Geography Skills--What territory did Japan acquire after defeating Russia in 1905? 

11. What events led to the collapse of the Shogunate dynasty in Japan? 

12. How was Japan’s government structured under the Mejia Constitution? 

13. Why did Japan turn itself into an imperial power? 

14. Why do you think Japan’s victory in the Russo-Japanese War of 1905 stunned in the world? 

15. Compare the rights of women in Japan before and after the Mejia Reforms? 

16. What affect did Japanese culture have on other nations? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Review Questions for Chapter 23 

1. Geography Skills-What geographic features made it unlikely that World War One battles 

would be fought in Great Britain? 

2. What were some of the major causes of World War One? 

3. Why did the Black Hand want to assassinate Archduke Francis Ferdinand? 

4. List the powers that made of the Triple Entente and the powers that made of the Triple 

Alliance? 

5. How did the Schlieffen Plan contribute to the outbreak of World War One? Under the 

Schlieffen Plan, which country did the Germans pass through on the way to invade France? 

6. How did the war on the eastern front differ from that on the western front? 

7. Why were military leaders baffled by trench warfare? 

8. What was an important political effect of the sinking of the Lusitania? 

9. Why did the Germans resort to unrestricted submarine warfare? 

10. Explain why governments use propaganda during war? 

11. Compare the western boundary of Russia in 1914 and 1918. What impact to the boundary in 

the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk? 

12. What happened in Russia after the Russian Revolution? 

13. Develop a sequence of events that led to the March 1917 Revolution in Russia. 

14. Why is the Bolshevik Revolution in October of 1917 considered a turning point in world 

history? 

15. What were the two major goals of the Communists after the Russian Revolution of 1917? 

16. List the steps that the Bolsheviks took to centralize state power in Russia dominated by one 

party. 

17. Why did the red Army prevail over the White Army? 

18. What happened to the Austria-Hungary Empire after World War One? 

19. What happened with Germany after World War One? 

20. What were the major weaknesses of the Treaty of Versailles? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Review Questions for Chapter 24 

1. Why was the League of Nations unable to maintain peace? 

2. Name three political effects of the Great Depression? 

3. Explain how the Great Depression weakened democracies. 

4. How did Mussolini describe the role of the individual in the fascist state? 

5. How did Mussolini gain power in Italy? 

6. What was Lenin’s New Economic Policy? 

7. What effect did new war technology have on Guernica? 

8. Critical Thinking—why do you think people supported dictatorial regimes? 

9. According to Himmler, what political ideology was linked to Jews? 

10. Summarize the steps that Hitler took to become the sole ruler of Germany. 

11. How did mass demonstrations and rallies contribute to the success of the Nazi Party? 

12. What steps did Hitler take to establish a Nazi totalitarian state? 

13. Why do you think Hitler was so concerned with issues such as the content and style of art?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Review Questions for Chapter 25 

1. Geography Skills-What happened to the Ottoman Empire at the end of World War One? How 

might this change have affected Arab nationalism? 

2. Geography Skills-where were the oil producing regions of the Middle East? 

3. How did the Ottoman empire finally end? 

4. Why do you think that the Allied forces failed to intervene in the ottoman genocide of the 

Armenians? 

5. Critical Thinking Skills—How did the Balfour Declaration affect events in the Middle East? 

6. Explain why more Jewish people began to migrate to Palestine during the 1930s? 

7. Why did more Africans become politically active after World War One? 

8. What was the relationship between communism and anti-imperialist movements? 

9. Why did Ho Chi Minh become a communist? 

10. How did Nehru’s approach differ from that of Mahatma Gandhi? 

11. In what ways was Gandhi’s independence movement a turning point in history? 

12. Identify at least three leaders who worked to end colonial rule in Africa. 

13. Why did the Japanese government shift to a wartime imperialist policy? 

14. During the Chinese Civil War, what role did the Long March play in Mao’s rise to power? How 

did it build support for the Communist Party? 

15. Identify the group of people that Mao Zedong believed would be the driving force behind the 

revolution. 

16. How was the Mexican government democratic in form but not in practice? 

17. What achievements did the presidential administration of Lazaro Cardenas have on Mexico? 

18. How did Diego Rivera use his artistic talent as a political tool? 

19.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Review Questions for Chapter 26 

1, Where did Hitler believe he could find “living space” to expand Germany? 

2. How did the Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact help lead to World War II? 

3. What territories did Japan invade between 1932 and 1941? 

4. Why did Japan have the desire to expand its borders? 

5. Critical Thinking—What were the causes of World War II? Do you think the Western powers could 

have prevented the war? Why or why not? 

6. Describe the Axis advance during the year 1939 and 1943. 

7. Describe the Allied advance during the years 1943 and 1945? 

8. By 1942, what territories did Japan control? 

9. Describe the Allied advance in the Pacific 1943-1945. 

10. Why id Stalingrad considered a turning point in World War II? 

11. How did the entry of the United States into the war affect the war’s progression and outcome? 

12. What was the “Second Front” that the Allies opened in 1944? 

13. What was Hitler’s vision for the Slavic peoples of Eastern Europe? 

14. What is meant by the term “The Final Solution”? The Holocaust? 

15. What was the job of the Einsatzgrupper? 

16. How did the Japanese view non-Japanese peoples? How did they treat the people of China, the 

Philippines, Korea, etc? 

17. What was the justification of the United States government in the internment of Americans of 

Japanese descent? 

18. What role did women play in both the American and Soviet industry during the war? 

19. Critical Thinking-How dd World War II affect the world balance of power? Which nations emerged 

from the conflict as world powers and which declined as world powers?  

20. Which two cities experienced the atomic bomb? 

 

 

 

 

 



Review Questions for Chapter 27 

1. Geography Skills-Could geographic factors have determined whether a country joined NATO 

or not? 

2. Geography Skills—Make a list of all the nations that joined NATO and the Warsaw Pact by the 

year 1953. Which countries did not join either military pact? 

3. What was the intention of the Marshall Plan? 

4. Why was the fate of Berlin important to both the Americans and the Soviets? 

5. What was meant by the term “Iron Curtain”? 

6. Critical Thinking—Was the Cold War inevitable? Was it preventable? 

7. Identify the purpose of the Truman Doctrine. 

8.  What role did the Cuban Revolution play in the development of the Cold War? How did the 

Cuban Missile Crisis represent a turning point in world history? 

9. What caused the political struggles between the nations of Eastern Europe and the Soviet 

Union? 

10. Why did European unity come in the form of an economic alliance? 

11. Explain why many British colonies gained independence after World War II? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Review Questions for Chapter 28 

1. Explain why détente between the United States and the Soviet Union ended? 

2. What economic and political factors led to the decline and eventual disintegration of the 

Soviet Union? 

3. How did Michael Gorbachev contribute to the Soviet Union’s breakup? 

4. Why did independence movements arise in the Soviet Republics? 

5. Critical Thinking—Compare in what ways the breakup of the Soviet Union be compared to 

that of the collapse of the Roman Empire or Han China? 

6. What were the challenges that Russia faced and continues to face in the post-Soviet era? 

7. What did the fall of the Berlin Wall represent? 

8. Has German reunification been a success? Why or why not? 

9. What nationalist forces tore the former nation of Yugoslavia apart? 

10. What events resulted from the disintegration of Yugoslavia? 

11. Explain how did immigrant workers help rebuild Europe? 

12. What kind of tensions have arisen as a result of the migration of Muslims to Western Europe? 

13. What were the policies of Thatcherism? 

14. What has been the general trend of women in the workforce in western countries since the 

1970s? 

15. How do you think the increase of women in the workforce has contributed to the advanced 

status of women in general? 

16. Define cultural imperialism. How have some countries reacted to it? 

17. How does today’s music affect society? How does it compare to the emergence of rock n roll 

in the 1950s? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Review Questions for Chapter 29 

1. How had urbanization affected Latin America since 1950? What is a mega-city? What are living 

conditions like in megacities? 

2. How did the Cold War impact U.S. foreign policy towards Latin America? 

3. Which nations in Latin America did the United States actively interfere in during the Cold War? 

4. List the economic changes that Latin America has undergone since 1945? 

5. Name at least two well-known Latin American writers? 

6. What novel is the foremost example of magical realism? 

7. Critical Thinking--How did rapid population growth in Latin America since 1945 cause 

problems for the political and economic systems? 

8. How did its oil industry affect Mexico’s political system? 

9. What was the impact of the Cuban Revolution on Cuba and the rest of the world? 

10. Geography Skills-Why is the Panama Canal strategically important? 

11. List thee Central American nations that experienced revolution in the 1970s and 1980s? 

12. What underlying conflicts led to political unrest and revolution in Central America in the 1970s 

and 1980s? 

13. Geography Skills-name four South American countries that experienced military dictatorship 

and then a transition to democratic rule. 

14. How did Juan Peron free Argentina from foreign rule? 

15. How did the military Junta in Argentina repress its population? What do we mean by the term 

“dirty war?” 

16. What is Liberation Theology? 

17. How did Liberation Theology differ from the traditional role of the Catholic Church in Latin 

America? 

18. On what natural resources does Venezuela rely on? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Review Questions for Chapter 30 

1. Geography Skills—which African nations became independent between 1960 and 1965? 

Which African nations obtained independence from Portugal and when? 

2. In what ways did the end of Apartheid represent a new beginning for South Africa? 

3. Why can many African nations today be considered economically fragile? 

4. What are some reasons that poverty is widespread in Africa? 

5. Geography Skills-What Arab nations border Israel? 

6. Geography Skills-What Arab nations are in North Africa? 

7. Geography-What Arab nations are not members of OPEC? 

8. Geography Skills-What two nations, with the exception of Israel, is not an Arab nation? 

9. How did the 1967 Arab-Israeli War shape the map of the modern Middle East? 

10. How did the Yom Kippur War (1973) affect the West indirectly? 

11. What Arab writer was the first to win the Nobel Peace Price for Literature 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Review Questions for Chapter 31 

1. Why was Mao Zedong’s Great Leap forward such a human catastrophe? 

2. Why did Chinese farmers produce more food under the “New Agricultural Policy” than under 

“Communist Agricultural Policy”? 

3. What was the purpose of Mao’s “Cultural Revolution” 1966-1970 and what impact did it have 

on Chinese society and culture? 

4. How did the role of China play an important role in reshaping the Cold War as China and the 

United States began opening up relations? Why did China decide to open up relations with the 

United States?  

5. How did policies after Mao affect women and their families? 

6. List actions of Deng Xiaping’s that were intended to help modernize China’s agricultural and 

industrial sectors? 

7. Geography Skills- To what area did India’s Muslims flee after 1947? What was the name of the 

new Muslim nation?  

8. Geography Skills-What percentage of India today is Hindu? 

9. Critical Thinking-to what extent can the Vietnam War be seen as an anti-imperialist war, 

outside the parameters of the Cold War fear of communism? 

10. What role did the Japanese government shape the post-war Japanese economy? 

11. Prediction-What chances are there fore reunification of the Korean peninsula? 

12. What is the relationship between Taiwan and Mainland China? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Review Questions for Chapter 32. 

1. Critical Thinking Skills-what are the advantage and disadvantages of satellite phones and cell 

phones? 

2. Why was the development of the world wide web important? 

3. What may be the global effects of deforestation upon the environment? 

4. Why is the rainforest destruction a problem for developed nations? 

5. What makes development sustainable? 

6. What steps have India and China made to help control population growth? 

7. How has microcredit changed the prospects for success for women entrepreneurs in 

developing nations? 

8. Explain how desertification endangers sustainable development? 

9. Critical Thinking-Why must ethics be part of technological advances? 

10. What is one goal of the International Atomic Agency? 

11. Give four reasons why people migrate? 

12. How have businesses become more global in their economic decisions? 

13. Why is nuclear proliferation a global concern? 

14. Explain why the age distribution in the world’s population will shift towards older people after 

2050? 

 

 

 

 


