IT 3301-01 Ranch Construction and Maintenance
Spring 2022
Instructor:
Jim Low
Office: 101 Industrial Technology Building
Phone: 432-386-2277 (Please leave a message)
Email: jfl19gb@sulross.edu
Course Description:
This course covers skills necessary for successful ranch construction and maintenance,
including fences, pens, water lines, tanks and troughs, roads, and equipment.
Required Text:
None
Equipment:
You will be using various types of equipment, both University owned and rented. You will
be shown proper technique and care of this equipment. You will be expected to use and care
for this equipment and your handling will be part of your overall grade.
Learning objectives:
1. Students will learn the process involved in planning a construction project and be able
to implement the process
2. Students will be able to conduct maintenance of fence, roads, and water improvements
3. Students will be able to safely operate and maintain equipment that is generally found
on ranches
4. Students will be able to observe and communicate both orally and in writing about
ranch construction projects and necessary maintenance.
Class Organization:
1. Roll will be taken during each class meeting by participation. The SRSU catalog states "The
instructor may, at his discretion, drop a student from a course when the student has a total of nine
absences. An absence is defined as non-attendance in fifty minutes of class. Non- attendance in
a one and one-half hour class will constitute one and one-half absences."
2. Cheating on any exam or assignment will result in an F for that material and possible expulsion
from the class with a grade of F.
3. Missed exam policy: No make-up exams will be provided for unexcused missed exam. If you miss
an exam without an excused absence, you will receive a score of 0 for that exam. Makeup exams
will be available for authorized absences but must be completed within one week of the original
exam date.
4. If you miss a lecture, you may obtain notes from a willing classmate. Handouts, and
assignments may be obtained from me

Marketable Skills
1. Students will demonstrate knowledge of project management, project planning,
scheduling, and estimating.
2. Students will demonstrate knowledge of industry safety practices.
3. Students will understand and implement lean philosophies to improve efficiency and
eliminate waste.
4. Students will demonstrate the ability to communicate information and ideas verbally and
in writing so others will understand.
SRSU Accessibility Services Statement
ADA Statement: Sul Ross State University (SRSU) is committed to equal access in compliance
with Americans with Disabilities Act of 1973. It is SRSU policy to provide reasonable
accommodations to students with documented disabilities. It is the student’s responsibility to
initiate a request each semester for each class. Alpine students seeking
accessibility/accommodations services must contact Mary Schwartze Grisham, M.Ed., LPC,
SRSU’s Accessibility Services Coordinator at 432-837-8203 (please leave a message and we’ll
get back to you as soon as we can during working hours), or email mschwartze@sulross.edu.
Our office is located on the first floor of Ferguson Hall (Suite 112), and our mailing address is
P.O. Box C-122, SUI Ross State University, Alpine, Texas 79832.
Library Information
The Bryan Wildenthal Memorial Library in Alpine offers FREE resources and services to the
entire SRSU community. Access and borrow books, articles, and more by visiting the library's
website, library.sulross.edu. Off-campus access requires logging in with your LoboID and
password. Librarians are a tremendous resource for your coursework and can be reached in
person, by email (srsulibrary@sulross.edu), or phone (432-837-8123).
The Southwest Texas Junior College (SWTJC) Libraries at Uvalde, Del Rio, and Eagle Pass.
Offer additional access to library spaces and resources. Del Rio, Eagle Pass, and Uvalde
students may also use online resources available through SWTJC website, library.swtjc.edu.
The SWTJC Libraries serve as pick-up locations for Inter-Library Loan (ILL) and Document
Delivery from the Alpine campus.
Diversity Statement
"I aim to create a learning environment for my students that supports a diversity of thoughts,
perspectives and experiences, and honors your identities (including race, gender, class, sexuality,
religion, ability, socioeconomic class, age, nationality, etc.). I also understand that the crisis of
COVID, economic disparity, and health concerns, or even unexpected life events could impact
the conditions necessary for you to succeed. My commitment is to be there for you and help you
meet the learning objectives of this course. I do this to demonstrate my commitment to you and
to the mission of Sul Ross State University to create an inclusive environment and care for the
whole student as part of the Sul Ross Familia. If you feel like your performance in the class is
being impacted by your experiences outside of class, please don't hesitate to come and talk with
me. I want to be a resource for you.”

Classroom Climate of Respect
Importantly, this class will foster free expression, critical investigation, and the open discussion of
ideas. This means that all of us must help create and sustain an atmosphere of tolerance, civility,
and respect for the viewpoints of others. Similarly, we must all learn how to probe, oppose, and
disagree without resorting to tactics of intimidation, harassment, or personal attack. No one is
entitled to harass, belittle, or discriminate against another on the basis of race, religion, ethnicity,
age, gender, national origin, or sexual preference. Still, we will not be silenced by the difficulty of
fruitfully discussing politically sensitive issues.
Grade Policy:
<60 = F; 60-69 = D; 70-79 = C; 80-89 = B; 90-100 = A;

