
HIST 5310: Antebellum Slavery (graduate) 

PROFESSOR: DR. SAVANNAH L. WILLIAMSON  EMAIL: sxw17jf@sulross.edu   

TERM: SUMMER 2022 

 

Course Description:  

“Antebellum Slavery” is an undergraduate readings and research seminar course that examines 

southern slavery in Anglo-America and the United States to 1877. By focusing on the nineteenth 

century, we will explore the greater effects that the institution of slavery had on American 

society. This course facilitates major texts in the field and demonstrates how contemporary views 

have shaped historians’ interpretations of this inherently violent and disruptive system as a 

fundamental part of the American past. As the semester progresses, we will examine more recent 

scholarship and focus on topics of interest to historians currently working in the field. Finally, 

we will look closely at the forces that led to the collapse of American slavery and the lasting 

effects that slavery had on the South and American society. As scholars, we will engage with 

questions surrounding basic human rights and political discourse, racial theory, economic and 

humanist aspects of chattel principle, the proslavery argument, humans as property under the 

law, the powers of the executive branch, The Lost Cause argument, and who “won” the Civil 

War.  

 

Student Learning Outcomes 

The graduating student in History will be able to:  

1. The student will be able to develop an informed, critical, and articulate approach to the 

study of history. 

2. The student will be able to demonstrate knowledge of historical events, movements, 

major turning points, personalities of the past, and complex causation. 

3. The student will be able to demonstrate an ability to explain and evaluate historical 

interpretations and arguments, as well as identify and relate the role that historical 

interpretation plays in assessments of the past. 

4. The student will develop analytical writing skills and be able to write effectively, 

logically, and persuasively about topics in history.  

5. The student will be able to communicate information, arguments, and ideas effectively. 

 

 

THE 5 C’S OF HISTORICAL REASONING 

 

1. Change and Continuity: Historians debate what has changed over time and what has 

remained the same. Change can be a dramatic pivot or a slow shift. 

 

2. Causation: Historians debate the causes of historical events. It would be more accurate, 

actually, to say that we often discuss about causality, sometimes passionately. Few events 

have only one cause (monocausal), so we debate with one another about which cause 

should be considered the most important. 

 

3. Context: Historians insist that the past must be understood on its own terms. Any 

historical event, person, idea must be placed in the context of its historical era to be 
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interpreted. The historian’s goal is to discover how people in the past understood their 

own lives, which is often quite different from how we may react to their situation. 

 

4. Contingency and Connections: Historians are aware that events happen for a variety of 

reasons, which are often interconnected. Change one factor, and the event might not have 

happened at all. This idea helps us to remember that historical events are not inevitable. 

 

5. Complexity: Historical reasoning is not about memorizing dates and names. It is about 

making sense of the messiness of the past, in all its complexity. That often means 

recognizing that different historical groups experienced events in different ways. 

 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

• This is an online course, which means that you must have regular, reliable access to a 

working computer with internet. Students are responsible for checking email and the 

Blackboard site on a regular basis to access course materials and information.  

 

• We will be covering an entire semester’s worth of material over a five-week period. You 

must be both able and willing to put in the necessary time and effort to do well in the course. 

 

• Think of this course like joining a gym—you get out what you put in. As your professor, it is 

my responsibility to make sure you know how to use the equipment and to assist you when 

you need a spotter. Meanwhile, it is your responsibility to engage with the course materials, 

put in the work, and complete the assignments by the designated due dates. The grade you 

earn is determined by the quality of your effort, not necessarily the time you spend.  

 

• This is a Writing-Focused Course intended to introduce you to the practice of history. 

History is an analytical discipline. We will therefore focus on critically interpreting both 

primary sources (documents from the period being studied) and secondary sources 

(historians' analyses of a period or event). While facts and dates are indeed important, alone 

they do not allow us to understand the past in a meaningful fashion. Among other things, 

history is the art of mustering evidence to make an argument or arguments about the past in 

as compelling a manner as possible. If you engage the course material in a meaningful way, 

this class will help you to read more carefully, think more critically, and write more 

eloquently.  

 

Course Content Note: 

At times this semester we will be discussing historical events that may be disturbing, even 

traumatizing, to some students. If you suspect that specific material is likely to be emotionally 

challenging for you, I’d be happy to discuss any concerns you may have before the subject 

comes up in class. Likewise, if you ever wish to discuss your personal reactions to course 

material with the class or with me individually afterwards, I welcome such discussions as an 

appropriate part of our classwork. 
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If you ever feel the need to step outside during a class discussion you may always do so without 

academic penalty. You will, however, be responsible for any material you miss. If you do leave 

the room for a significant time, please plan to get notes from another student or see me 

individually to discuss the situation. 

 

Required Texts 

 

NOTE: ALL required course materials are available free of charge online for your convenience. 

Assigned readings are available through http://library.sulross.edu. You are, of course, welcome 

to obtain your own hard copy if desired. 

 

Herbert Klein, The Atlantic Slave Trade (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010). 

 

S. Boritt Gabor and Scott Hancock, Slavery, Resistance, Freedom (Oxford: Oxford University 

 Press, 2007).  

 

Anthony E. Kaye, Joining Places: Slave Neighborhoods in the Old South (Chapel Hill: The 

 University of North Carolina Press, 2007).  

 

Deirdre Cooper Owens, Medical Bondage: Race, Gender, and the Origins of American 

 Gynecology (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2017).  

 

Course Textbook: www.americanyawp.com 

 

Primary Sources/Voices from Slavery 

Theodore Dwight Weld, American Slavery as It Is: Testimony of a Thousand Witnesses (Chapel 

 Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 2011).  

 

Students are highly encouraged to purchase Turabian for writing guidelines:  

Turabian, Kate L. A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations: Eighth 

 Edition: Chicago Style for Students and Researchers. University of Chicago Press, 2013. 

 

Course Assignments & Grading 

 

• Four (4) Book Reviews/Precis (75% of the final grade): Each student will write a two-to-

three-page, double-spaced review (aka precis) over the assigned readings. For each reading 

assignment, you will write a two-page summary and analysis of the selected readings, which 

you will turn in via Blackboard. The student’s lowest precis grade will be dropped in the 

final course calculations. 

1) Students will turn in a 2–3-page precis over the assigned reading. A precis should 

summarize a given book or article’s argument, scope, and methodology as clearly and 

concisely as possible. Some reviews may require students to write a comparative 

analysis of multiple readings at the discretion of the professor. These reviews should 

evaluate the effectiveness of the monograph or article(s) as well as its limitations. 

http://library.sulross.edu/
http://www.americanyawp.com/
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Precis should be 2-3 full, double-spaced page, in 12-point Times New Roman font, 

with one-inch margins all around. For examples of a scholarly review (otherwise 

known as a precis), see: www.h-net.org/reviews/home/php 

2) The purpose of a review is to both summarize the books’ and articles’ contents and, 

more importantly, to critically evaluate its contribution to knowledge, both factual 

and historiographical. The reviewer’s priority is to critically appraise each book; to 

analyze it on its own terms, to discuss what it did and did not do, what sort of 

evidence the author used and how well, what its strengths and weaknesses were. Be 

sure to point out the thesis of each book and whether the author presented a 

supported a persuasive argument. Also ascertain what kind of historiographical 

context (if any) the author provided—in other words, how did the author’s work fit 

into a broader body of historical literature? If the author did not do this, hold them to 

task.  

• Final Paper (25% of the final grade): You will complete a 10-15-page paper on the topic 

of your choice.  

1) You will consult with the professor about possible paper topics prior to making your 

final decision. You may choose any subject relevant to the theme and chronology of 

this seminar. This essay must have a strong, coherent thesis statement, which will be 

supported by a minimum 10 scholarly sources, at least 5 of which must be scholarly 

books and at least four of which must be primary sources. These may include works 

from the required, supplemental, and/or recommended reading lists.  

2) Papers must be typed or word-processed in 12-point fonts (Times New Roman, Arial, 

or Calibri), double-spaced, with one-inch margins all around. All papers will be 

evaluated on style and content and therefore should be well-written and free of 

grammatical errors. Papers that are not formatted according to guidelines and 

requirements will be dropped one letter grade. 

3) NOTE: cover pages, works cited pages, and any additional images do not count 

towards the minimum page requirement. 

4) All written submissions should be formatted and cited using Turabian or Chicago 

Manual of Style guidelines. 

 

 

Academic Honesty 

 

The University expects all students to engage in all academic pursuits in a manner that is beyond 

reproach and to maintain complete honesty and integrity in the academic experiences both in and 

out of their classroom. The University may initiate disciplinary proceedings against a student 

accused of any form of academic dishonesty, including but not limited to, cheating on an 

examination or other academic work, plagiarism, collusion, and the abuse of resource materials. 

“Cheating” includes: 

1. Copying from another student’s test paper, laboratory report, other report, or computer 

files, data listings, and/or programs, or allowing another student to copy from same.  

2. Using, during a test, materials not authorized by the person giving the test.  

3. Collaborating, without authorization, with another person during an examination or in 

preparing academic work.  

http://www.h-net.org/reviews/home/php
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/
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4. Knowingly, and without authorization, using, buying, selling, stealing, transporting, 

soliciting, copying, or possessing, in whole or in part, the contents of an non-

administered test.  

5. Substituting for another student; permitting any other person, or otherwise assisting any 

other person to substitute for oneself or for another student in the taking of an 

examination or test or the preparation of academic work to be submitted for academic 

credit.  

6. Bribing another person to obtain a non-administered test or information about a non-

administered test.  

7. Purchasing, or otherwise acquiring and submitting as one’s own work any research paper 

or other writing assignment prepared by an individual or firm. This section does not 

apply to the typing of a rough and/or final version of an assignment by a professional 

typist.  

8. "Plagiarism" means the appropriation and the unacknowledged incorporation of another’s 

work or idea in one’s own written work offered for credit.  

9. "Collusion" means the unauthorized collaboration with another person in preparing 

written work offered for credit. 

10. "Abuse of resource materials" means the mutilation, destruction, concealment, theft or 

alteration of materials provided to assist students in the mastery of course materials. 

11. "Academic work" means the preparation of an essay, dissertation, thesis, report, problem, 

assignment, or other project that the student submits as a course requirement or for a 

grade. 

12. “Falsification of Data” means the representation, claim, or use of research, data, statistics, 

records, files, results, or information that is falsified, fabricated, fraudulently altered, or 

otherwise misappropriated or misrepresented.  

All academic dishonesty cases may be first considered and reviewed by the faculty member. If 

the faculty member believes that an academic penalty is necessary, he/she may assign a penalty 

but must notify the student of his/her right to appeal to the department chair, the dean and 

eventually, to the Provost and Vice President for Academic and Student Affairs before 

imposition of the penalty. At each step in the process, the student shall be entitled to written 

notice of the offense and/or of the administrative decision, an opportunity to respond, and an 

impartial disposition as to the merits of his/her case. The decision of the Provost and Vice 

President for Academic and Student Affairs shall be final.  

Please read the complete policy at 

http://www.sulross.edu/sites/default/files/sites/default/files/users/docs/stulife/student_conduct_di

scipline.pdf  

 

 

University Programs and Services  

 

SRSU Library Services 

The Sul Ross Library offers FREE resources and services to the entire SRSU community. Access 

and borrow books, articles, and more by visiting the library’s website, library.sulross.edu. Off-

campus access requires your LoboID and password. Check out materials using your photo ID. 

http://www.sulross.edu/sites/default/files/sites/default/files/users/docs/stulife/student_conduct_discipline.pdf
http://www.sulross.edu/sites/default/files/sites/default/files/users/docs/stulife/student_conduct_discipline.pdf
https://library.sulross.edu/
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Librarians are a tremendous resource for your coursework and can be reached in person, by 

email (srsulibrary@sulross.edu), or phone (432-837-8123). 

 

 Learning Strategies, Styles, and Centers 

Academic Success Center. 1st Floor Library, offers tutoring for many subjects, holds numerous 

workshops on developing better notetaking, reading, and study skills as well as assisting students 

with writing and test taking strategies. 

 

The University offers tutoring for many subjects, holds numerous workshops on developing 

better notetaking, reading, and study skills as well as assisting students with writing and test 

taking strategies through the Academic Center for Excellence (ACE).  

Location: FH 214. Web: http://www.sulross.edu/academic-center-excellence  

 

ADA 

Sul Ross State University (SRSU) is committed to equal access in compliance with Americans 

with Disabilities Act of 1973. It is SRSU policy to provide reasonable accommodations to 

students with documented disabilities. It is the responsibility of the student to initiate a request.  

 

Students seeking accessibility services must contact: 

SRSU’s Coordinator of Counseling and Accessibility Services 

Location: Ferguson Hall 112 

Telephone: 432-837-8691 

(Please leave a message and we’ll get back to you as soon as we can during working hours) 

E-mail:  counseling@sulross.edu  

Mailing Address: P.O. Box C-122, Sul Ross State University, Alpine, Texas, 79832 

Students should then contact the instructor as soon as possible to initiate the recommended 

accommodations. 

 

Counseling and Psychological Services 

Provides counseling services and offers other services to students in need.  

Location: Ferguson Hall 112. Hours: M-F 8am-12pm and 1pm-5pm. Phone: (432) 837-8203. 

Web: http://www.sulross.edu/section/2408/counseling-accessibility-services  

Email: counseling@sulross.edu 

Location: Ferguson Hall (Suite 112) Phone: 432.837.8203 

mailing address is P.O. Box C-122, Sul Ross State University, Alpine, Texas 79832.  

 

Commitment to Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion  

I aim to create a learning environment for my students that supports a diversity of thoughts, 

perspectives, and experiences, and honors your identities (including race, gender, class, 

sexuality, religion, ability, etc.). I also understand that the current crisis of COVID, economic 

disparity, and health concerns could impact the conditions necessary for you to succeed.  My 

commitment is to be there for you and help you meet the learning objectives of this course. I do 

this to demonstrate my commitment to you and to the mission of Sul Ross State University to 

create an inclusive environment and care for the whole student as part of the Sul Ross Familia. If 

you feel like your performance in the class is being impacted by your experiences outside of 

class, please don't hesitate to come and talk with me. I want to be a resource for you. 

mailto:srsulibrary@sulross.edu
http://www.sulross.edu/academic-center-excellence
mailto:counseling@sulross.edu
http://www.sulross.edu/section/2408/counseling-accessibility-services
mailto:counseling@sulross.edu


HIST 5310: Antebellum Slavery (graduate) 

COURSE SCHEDULE 

Unit 1 

Required Reading 

Herbert Klein, The Atlantic Slave Trade (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010). 

 

Supplemental Materials 

-AY Ch 7 sections 1-4, Ch 8 sections 1-4 

-Antislavery & Abolitionism 

- Overview: http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/era.cfm?eraID=6&smtID=1  

-Enslavement: http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3033  

-Middle Passage: http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3034  

-Colonial Slavery: http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3036  

-Thomas Jefferson: Query XIV. The Administration of Justice and the Description of the 

Laws? Notes on the State of Virginia, 1781. 

Scroll down to the part where Jefferson discusses what he proposes to do with Virginia's slave 

population, and why it couldn't just stay in Virginia.  

 

Considerations: Think about the evolution of slavery in the Anglo-American colonies and in the 

United States. When, where, and how was slavery first introduced? When, why, and how did 

colonial slavery change over time? 

 

 

Unit 2 

Required Reading 

S. Boritt Gabor and Scott Hancock, Slavery, Resistance, Freedom (Oxford: Oxford University 

 Press, 2007).  

 

Supplemental Materials 

-AY Ch 9 sections 11-12, Ch 11 + primary sources 

-Evolution of the Peculiar Institution: 

http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3037  

http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/active_learning/explorations/servitude_slavery/ss_menu.cfm  

-Antebellum: http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3039  

-Economics: http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3046  

 

Considerations: How and why did slavery evolve between 1776 and 1865? Why did Americans, 

including the Founding Fathers, support slavery while also extolling ideals of liberty, freedom, 

justice, and equality? 

 

 

 

Unit 3 

Required Reading 

Anthony E. Kaye, Joining Places: Slave Neighborhoods in the Old South (Chapel Hill: The 

 University of North Carolina Press, 2007).  

 

http://www.americanyawp.com/text/07-the-early-republic/
http://www.americanyawp.com/text/08-the-market-revolution/
http://www.americanyawp.com/text/10-religion-and-reform/#V_Antislavery_and_Abolitionism
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/era.cfm?eraID=6&smtID=1
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3033
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3034
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3036
http://college.cengage.com/history/ayers_primary_sources/administration_justice_description_laws.htm
http://college.cengage.com/history/ayers_primary_sources/administration_justice_description_laws.htm
http://www.americanyawp.com/text/09-democracy-in-america/#XI_Race_and_Jacksonian_Democracy
http://www.americanyawp.com/text/11-the-cotton-revolution/
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3037
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/active_learning/explorations/servitude_slavery/ss_menu.cfm
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3039
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3046
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Supplemental Materials 

Life as an Enslaved Person 

-Overview: http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3040  

-Labor: http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3041  

-Family Life: http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3042  

-Culture: http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3043  

-Resistance & Revolts: 

http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3045  

-Increasing Restrictions on African Americans: 

http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=3&psid=162  

-Voices from Slavery: http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/era.cfm?eraID=6&smtID=3  

-Liberty & Slavery in the New Nation, 1791-1831 http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part3/index.html  

-Antebellum Slavery, 1831-1865: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/index.html  

 

Considerations: What was everyday life like for an enslaved person? Explain the slave trade, 

labor, conditions and treatment, family and community, and resistance and rebellion in slave 

societies.  

 

 

Unit 4 

Required Reading 

Deirdre Cooper Owens, Medical Bondage: Race, Gender, and the Origins of American 

 Gynecology (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2017).  

 

Supplemental Materials 

Life as an Enslaved Person 

-Overview: http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3040  

-Labor: http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3041  

-Family Life: http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3042  

-Culture: http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3043  

-Resistance & Revolts: 

http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3045  

-Increasing Restrictions on African Americans: 

http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=3&psid=162  

-Voices from Slavery: http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/era.cfm?eraID=6&smtID=3  

-Liberty & Slavery in the New Nation, 1791-1831 http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part3/index.html  

-Antebellum Slavery, 1831-1865: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/index.html  

 

Considerations: What was everyday life like for an enslaved person? Explain the slave trade, 

labor, conditions and treatment, family and community, and resistance and rebellion in slave 

societies.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3040
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3041
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3042
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3043
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3045
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=3&psid=162
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/era.cfm?eraID=6&smtID=3
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part3/index.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/index.html
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3040
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3041
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3042
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3043
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3045
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=3&psid=162
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/era.cfm?eraID=6&smtID=3
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part3/index.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/index.html
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Unit 5 

• Final Paper (25% of the final grade): You will complete a 10-15-page paper on the topic 

of your choice.  

5) You will consult with the professor about possible paper topics prior to making your 

final decision. You may choose any subject relevant to the theme and chronology of 

this seminar. This essay must have a strong, coherent thesis statement, which will be 

supported by a minimum 10 scholarly sources, at least 5 of which must be scholarly 

books and at least four of which must be primary sources. These may include works 

from the required, supplemental, and/or recommended reading lists.  

6) Papers must be typed or word-processed in 12-point fonts (Times New Roman, Arial, 

or Calibri), double-spaced, with one-inch margins all around. All papers will be 

evaluated on style and content and therefore should be well-written and free of 

grammatical errors. Papers that are not formatted according to guidelines and 

requirements will be dropped one letter grade. 

7) All papers should include page numbers; a cover page with your name, paper title, 

and term; the last page of your submission should be a “Works Cited” page. 

8) NOTE: cover pages, works cited pages, and any additional images do not count 

towards the minimum page requirement. 

9) All written submissions should be formatted and cited using Turabian or Chicago 

Manual of Style guidelines. 

 

 

TERM END: ALL course assignments are doe to Blackboard no later than 12pm (noon) 

Monday, August 08, 2022. Late submissions will have 10 points deducted for every day that they 

are late, beginning at 12:01pm August 8th.  

https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/
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