
2020-2021

Program (ALP) - History MA
College or Division: Arts and Sciences
Department: Behavioral and Social Sciences
Assessment Coordinator: Dr. Mark Saka
Strategic Plan Goal(s) Supported: Strategic Goal 2 - Target recruiting maximize retention and increase graduation rates
Program Marketable Skills have been identified: Yes
Program Marketable Skills: SLO 1—The history student will demonstrate historical research skills in a logically organized, written paper that is mechanically correct and
supported by relevant documentation of historical content.

Marketable skills---Students can identify useful resources from a pool of data.
                                   Students can select and organize data in a relevant manner.
                                   Students can make written presentations to various audiences.

SLO 2—The history student will demonstrate the ability to write about topics in historiography and how those topics are interpreted.

Marketable skills---Students can utilize data to persuade various audiences.
                                   Students can utilize data to generate and strengthen ideas.
                                   Students can decipher stances adopted by various individuals.

SLO 3—The history student will demonstrate in-depth and comparative knowledge of American History and World History.

Marketable Skills---Students can conduct extensive research in specialized topics based on primary sources.
                                  Students can utilize historiographical developments in a comparative topic to strengthen their ideas.
Marketable Skills Dissemination Strategy: The faculty intend to disseminate the marketable skills by listing marketable skills in syllabi,, discussing the skills in relevant courses,
creating specific assignments for which students practice and receive feedback on a certain skill.
Statement of Purpose: The student in the MA history program must successfully complete thirty-six semester credit hours in order to earn a degree. The curriculum is designed
to meet all of the program learning outcomes in a series of challenging 5000-level courses, which are chosen according to area emphasis and interest. All courses are designed
for students to gain mastery over their subject areas and historical methodologies. In particular, the faculty offers graduate history courses in contemporary American, Mexican,
Latin American, and European history. The program is individually crafted according to student goals. For example, if a student wanted to concentrate on European history, the
department offers the student seminars in many European topics ranging from ancient Rome and Greece (prior to 500 C.E) to modern Europe (1648 to the present).
The Sul Ross History graduate program provides students with the opportunity to further improve your skills as a historian to bring the past to life. Whether you are an educator
seeking to advance or a CEO with a passion for learning, the critical thinking and deep analytical skills that you will hone in the SRSU History graduate program will serve you far
beyond the halls of academia.
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Through academic research, education, and outreach, historians help us to preserve the past to understand the world around us by reminding us how we got where we are
today. A History degree from Sul Ross State University teaches critical thinking, problem-solving, research, and effective oral, verbal, and written communication to untangle the
stories and better understand condition of humanity.

Graduate study is not merely about sitting in a classroom and writing papers; it is about becoming a professional historian. The History Program, the Department of Behavioral
and Social Sciences, the College of Arts & Sciences, and the University offer many speakers and conferences on a wide variety of topics relevant to student interests. Students are
encouraged to attend events and to join professional organizations, present research within and outside of the department, and to take on responsibilities in academic and
professional organizations when possible.  These actions will help develop lifelong learning habits that are of great benefit.

The History Program offers two graduate tracks: the thesis option and the non-thesis option.

Annual Updates
2020 - 2021
Evidence of Improvement from Previous Assessment Cycle: In the year 2020-2021, of the three SLO's and six total assessments, three were successfully met (SLO 2-A; SLO
3-A; and SLO 3-B. Three were not, SLO 1-A; SLO 1-B, and SLO 2-B.  Although this is slightly less than the previous assessment cycle (2019-2020 with four improvements in
categories and two non-improvements) , the deaprtment feels that it is a success and demonstrates the continued maturation and socialization of younger faculty into the
requirements established by the university as well as the history department and the graduate center.
Review History: Reviewer #1 Name, Date, and Comments: Jay Downing, Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, 6/22/2021-The history program does good work
supporting general education and its degree programs.  The three faculty, with their interest areas, engage and help students become entry level historians.

Student Learning
Outcomes Assessment Methods Results Application of Results

Outcome Status: Active

Target: 80% of students will score

Application of Results: The
instructor intends to offer a
similar course in the future but
plans on providign a short article
(or two) that provides an
integrated world history and the
issue of technological advance and
diffusion during the industrial age.
(05/01/2021)

Reporting Period: 2020 - 2021
Conclusion: Target Not Met
In the fall of 2020, the graduate seminar "Science,
Medicine, and Technology in the United States" was taught.
Six students were evaluated. One of the reading/book
review assignments covered the book "Empire of Cotton: A
Global History" by Sven Beckhart. The assigment required
the students to evaluate the authors ability to place the
American technological advances in 19th century cotton
production within a global context and to assess the role of
the American cotton industry within a global context and
the advances made in the industrial revolution (textile
manufacturing). Of the six students assed, only 2 (33%)
successfully compelted the assignment with a
demosntrated understanding of the requirements.

Written Assignment -
a. Book Review in Class about
American History.
Students will be evaluated at the
end of the semester by the
instructor, on their ability to write a
book review in an American History
course. The courses are on a 3-year
rotation, so the course topic changes
each year. The scoring rubric will
evaluate student’s ability to
summarize, analyze historians’
positions, and make
recommendations about the book.

SLO 1 - The history graduate student
will demonstrate the ability to write a
critical evaluation of the written work
of other historians, as demonstrated
through book reviews.
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Student Learning
Outcomes Assessment Methods Results Application of Results

above average or better on the first
book review assignment of the
course.

(05/01/2021)

Target: 80% of students will score
above average or better on the first
book review assignment of the
course.

Application of Results: The
instructor intends to assign two
critical articles on (1) the
definition of a revolution and (the
second article) on a definition of
an agrarian regime and political
economy. The instrucotr feels this
will provde a background to the
notion of compaarative world
revolutions. (05/01/2021)

Reporting Period: 2020 - 2021
Conclusion: Target Not Met
In the psring of 2021, the course "Comparative Revolutions"
was offered. Five students were assessed. The required
book review covered the book "Social Origins of Dicttorship
and Democracy" by Barrington Moore. The assignment
required the students to asses the role of the peasantry in
comaprative world revolutions (England, Russia, and China)
and provide a critique of teh author's success or failure in
defending his thesis (the peasants played a critical role in
bringing down agararian regimes). Of the five students
assed, 3 (60%) successfully completed the assignment and
two students (40%) failed to do so.  (05/01/2021)

Written Assignment -
b. Book Review in Class about World
History
Students will be evaluated at the
end of the semester by the
instructor, on their ability to write a
book review in a World History
course. The courses are on a 3-year
rotation, so the course topic changes
each year. The scoring rubric will
evaluate students’ ability to
summarize, analyze historians’
positions, and make
recommendations about the book.

Outcome Status: Active

Target: 80% of students will score

Application of Results: The
instructor intends to supplment
the assigned readings with
complementary lectures by
expanding this other areas (minor
events as compared to the
American Revolution and Civil War
of American history) and critical
turning points. (05/01/2021)

Reporting Period: 2020 - 2021
Conclusion: Target Met
In the spring of 2021, the course "America 1600-1865" was
offered. Five students were assessed. The students were
required to write an book review on the turning point in the
causes of the American Revolution of 1763-1775 and the
causes of the American Civil War 1850-1860. Of the five
students assessed, four (80%) successfully completed the
assignment.   (05/01/2021)

Written Assignment -
a. Book review about Turning Points
in History; The second book review
assigned about American History will
be evaluated.
Students will be evaluated by the
instructor on their ability to write a
book review about key turning
points in American History. The
courses are on a 3-year rotation, so
the course topic changes each year.
A scoring rubric will evaluate
students’ ability to synthesize a
description of key points, events,
movements, and personalities,
within the world context.

SLO 2 - The history graduate student
will demonstrate the ability to
analyze turning points in history,
including historical events,
movements, and personalities of the
past, by completing book reviews.
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Student Learning
Outcomes Assessment Methods Results Application of Results

above average or better on the
turning points book review.

Target: 80% of students will score
above average or better on the
summative exam questions
measuring ability to synthesize key
points, events, movements and
personalities.

Application of Results: The
instructor intends to assign a
classic book on comparative
genocide (Why Genocide?) as a
backdrop to the comparative
treatment of Nazi and Communist
genocide.   (05/01/2021)

Reporting Period: 2020 - 2021
Conclusion: Target Not Met
In the fall of 2020, the course "Comparative Genocides" was
offered. Ten Students were assessed. The students were
required to compare the rise to power of the national
Socialist (Nazi) regime with that of the Communist regime in
the USSR and the key turning points in their rise to power
and subsequent decision to exterminate through state-
sponosred genocide of the Jews of Eastern Europe (the
Nazis) or the Kulaks of the Ukraine (USSR). Of the ten
students assessed, five successfuly complated the
assignment and met the requirements as measured through
the scoring rubric. (05/01/2021)

Exam/Quiz - In Course -
b. Summative exam about Turning
Points in History on World History;
Students will be evaluated by the
instructor during a summative exam,
on their ability to describe key
turning points in World History. The
courses are on a 3-year rotation, so
the course topic changes each year.
The scoring rubric will evaluate
students’ ability to synthesize key
points, events, movements, and
personalities.

Outcome Status: Active

Target: 80% of students will score
above average or better on the
persuasive book review.

Application of Results: The author
intends to continue offering a
lecture on the role of technology,
American foriegn policy, and
cultural hegemony in national
dominance and power.
(05/01/2021)

Reporting Period: 2020 - 2021
Conclusion: Target Met
In the fall of 2020, the course "Science, Medicine, and
Technology in the United States" was offered. Six students
were assessed. One of the assignment required students to
write a persuasive review of the book by Michael Adas
"Dominance by Design: Technological Imperatives and
America's Civilizing Mission" and to connect the role of the
use of technology in America's economic and cultural
expansion of nations in Latin America and Asia and for the
formation of the "American Century." Of the six students
assessed, five (82%) met the requirements assigned.
(05/01/2021)

Written Assignment -
a. Book Review in class about
American History
Students will be evaluated by the
instructor at the end of a course on
American History, on their ability to
write a persuasive review of an
assigned book. The courses are on a
3-year rotation, so the course topic
changes each year. A scoring rubric
will evaluate students’ ability to
summarize, analyze, and
persuasively take a position about
the book.

SLO 3 - The history graduate student
will demonstrate in-depth and
comparative knowledge of American
History and World History.
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Student Learning
Outcomes Assessment Methods Results Application of Results

Target: 80% of students will score
above average or better on the
research paper.

Application of Results: The
instructor intends to continue
offering a lecture on the role of
war and national-state-collpase in
the twentieth century (World War
One, World War II for example).
(05/01/2021)

Reporting Period: 2020 - 2021
Conclusion: Target Met
In the spring of 2021, the coruse "Comparative Revolutions"
was offered. Five students were assessed. One of the
research papers required students to write a comparative
treatment of teh role of war in the rise of world revolutions
(for isntance World War One and the rise of the Bolsheviks
in Russia or the Vietnam War and the rise of the Khmer
Rouge in Cambodia etc.). Of the five students assessed, five
successfuly completed th assignment. (05/01/2021)

Written Assignment -
b. Research Paper in Class about
World History
Students will be evaluated by the
instructor at the end of a course on
World History, on their ability to
write a research paper with a well-
documented perspective on a given
topic. The courses are on a 3-year
rotation, so the course topic changes
each year.  A scoring rubric will
evaluate students’ ability to
summarize, analyze, compare and
make a persuasive argument.
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